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assumes any legal responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any 
information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not 
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United States Government or any agency thereof, or the Regents of the University of 
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Stability of Silicon Monoxide 

To The Editor: 
An error in the article entitled Speciality Chemicals by 

John Haschke [J. Chern. Educ., 52, 157 (1975)] should be 
corrected. Silicon monoxide solidis not only preparable in 
the laboratory, but it is available commercially in ton lots. 
It is not stable between 1150 and 1300°C, but is thermody
namically unstable at all temperatures.1 However, like met
astable carbon monoxide solid, it can be quenched from the 
gaseous phase. Both carbon monoxide gas and silicon mon
oxide solid will disproportionate upon heating above room 
temperature, especially in the presence of appropriate cata
lysts, but properly prepared silicon monoxide solid can be 
retained at room temperature indefinitely. 

University of California 
Berkeley, California 94720 

Leo Brewer 

1 Brewer, L., and Greene, F. T., J. Phys. Chem. Solids, 2, 286 
(1957). 
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