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Pr imar y Scene s an d Metaphori c Conceptualizatio n 

Joseph E. Grady 
Dept .  o f  Linguistics ,  233 7 Dwind l e Hal l 
Universit y o f  California ,  Berkele y 9472 0 

jgrady@socrates.berkeley.ed u 

Ther e ar e a  numbe r  o f  reason s t o believ e tha t 
metaphori c expression s i n natura l  languag e (e.g. ,  "time' s 
winge d chariot, "  "stoc k price s ar e u p thi s quarter" )  reflec t  no t 
onl y communicativ e strategies ,  bu t  conceptualization s 
whic h m a p structur e an d inference s fro m on e entit y o r 
relatio n ont o another .  Thi s genera l  view ,  whic h contrast s 
wit h traditiona l  analyse s o f  metapho r  a s a  literar y o r 
rhetorica l  strategy ,  i s  know n a s "conceptua l  metapho r 
theory "  (Se e Lakof f  &  Johnso n 1980 ;  Gibb s 1994 ;  etc. ) 

Much o f  th e wor k o n conceptua l  metapho r  ha s 
emphasize d th e apparentl y systemati c correspondence s 
betwee n comple x domain s o f  experience ,  suc h a s "ideas " 
(includin g thinking ,  believing ,  communicatin g an d s o forth ) 
and "food "  (includin g eating ,  foo d preparation ,  etc.) . 
Expression s suc h d s foo d fo r  thought ,  t o spoon-fee d a  class , 
t o swallo w a  claim ,  t o che w o n a n idea .  etc .  hav e bee n take n 
as evidenc e tha t  thes e tw o area s o f  h u m a n lif e ar e linke d b y a 
thoroug h mappin g whic h capture s th e ontologica l  an d 
inferentia l  structur e o f  on e (food ,  th e source )  an d impose s i t 
ont o th e othe r  (ideas ,  th e target) . 

Recent  wor k o n thi s topic ,  howeve r  (e.g. ,  Grad y e t  a l 
1996) ,  ha s show n tha t  th e correspondence s fo r  whic h ther e i s 
direc t  linguisti c evidenc e ar e typicall y m u c h narrowe r  — 
e.g. ,  th e metaphorica l  conceptualizatio n o f  desirabilit y a s 
flavor ,  o r  o f  acceptanc e a s a n ac t  o f  swallowin g (primar y 
metaphors) .  Thes e narrowe r  correspondence s ar e no t 
logicall y dependen t  o n on e another ,  an d expression s whic h 
combin e the m ofte n hav e th e "flavor "  o f  mixe d metapho r  — 
e.g. ,  ISh e couldn' t  swallo w al l  th e foo d fo r  thought ;  IH e 
spoon-fe d the m th e foo d fo r  though t 

Give n tha t  conceptua l  metapho r  theorist s emphasiz e th e 
importanc e o f  experientia l  base s fo r  metapho r  i n thei r  theor y 
— i.e .  the y stres s tha t  adequat e analysi s o f  a  conceptua l 
metapho r  mus t  includ e a n accoun t  o f  th e experience s whic h 
giv e rise  t o th e cognitiv e lin k betwee n th e respectiv e 
concept s — th e differenc e betwee n th e type s o f  experience s 
whic h coul d motivat e primar y metaphor s an d thos e whic h 
coul d motivat e comple x mapping s take s o n considerabl e 
significance .  Thoug h th e clai m tha t  experientia l  motivatio n 
i s a n importan t  aspec t  o f  metaphorica l  analysi s ha s ofte n 
been repeated ,  however ,  ther e hav e bee n n o seriou s proposal s 
t o dat e regardin g wha t  thos e motivation s shoul d loo k like . 

The theor y o f  primar y metaphor s suggest s a  particula r 
directio n i n whic h t o loo k fo r  suc h experientia l  bases . 
Rathe r  tha n pointin g t o broa d isomorphism s betwee n 
experientia l  domain s — suc h a s th e fac t  tha t  ideas ,  lik e food , 
may b e create d o r  develope d b y on e perso n an d the n 
presente d t o another ,  w h o wil l  eithe r  accep t  o r  rejec t  them , 
etc .  — w e gai n greate r  insight ,  an d mor e specifi c  accounts , 
by lookin g a t  primar y scenes ,  narrowl y define d aspect s o f 
experiences ,  whic h recu r  i n numerou s sort s o f  settings ,  an d 
whic h ar e commonl y correlate d wit h eac h othe r  i n way s tha t 
giv e rise  t o metapho r  an d a  numbe r  o f  othe r  conceptual -

linguisti c phenomena .  Fo r  instance ,  th e experienc e o f 
tastin g a  piec e o f  food ,  whos e flavo r  w e w e m a y hav e a n 
immediat e positiv e o r  negativ e respons e to ,  i s  a  primar y 
scen e whic h give s rise  t o a  metapho r  o f  "Appea l  a s Flavor. " 
Anothe r  primar y scen e involve s manipulatin g (e.g. ,  takin g 
apart )  a  comple x object ,  an d formin g a  menta l  representatio n 
of  th e causa l  relation s embodie d i n th e objec t  (e.g. ,  support , 
connection) .  Thi s primar y scene ,  whic h pair s a  physica l 
experienc e wit h a  conceptua l  one ,  give s rise  t o a  metapho r 
of  "Organizatio n a s Physica l  Structure. "  Othe r  primar y 
metaphor s ar e similarl y base d o n primar y scenes ,  whic h 
involv e fundamenta l  dimension s o f  activity . 

Importantly ,  primar y scene s ar e relevan t  no t  onl y t o 
conceptua l  metapho r  bu t  als o t o othe r  aspect s o f  language . 
C.  Johnso n (t o appear )  ha s sugggeste d tha t  a  primar y scen e 
involvin g th e visua l  perceptio n o f  a  stimulu s an d th e 
inferenc e o f  informatio n fro m th e stimulus ,  m a y pla y a 
centra l  rol e i n English-speakin g children' s acquisitio n o f  th e 
ver b see ,  whic h the y typicall y us e (a t  a  certai n stage )  t o refe r 
not  t o a  visua l  experienc e alon e — wha t  th e adul t  consider s 
th e primar y sens e o f  se e — bu t  t o th e combinatio n o f  seein g 
and "findin g out, "  a s i n Let' s se e what' s i n th e box .  Th e 
acquisitio n o f  wit h i n it s instrumenta l  sense ,  a s i n He' s 
eatin g wit h a  fork ,  appear s t o follo w a  patter n whic h ca n 
als o bes t  b e accounte d fo r  i n term s o f  primar y scenes :  th e 
chil d doe s no t  readil y acquir e th e instrumenta l  sens e o f  with , 
but  instea d interpret s adul t  w(f/i-phrase s a s referrin g t o th e 
simple r  relatio n o f  "temporar y possession "  — a  primar y 
scen e i n whic h a  perso n "has, "  o r  holds ,  a n object .  I t  i s  onl y 
late r  tha t  th e chil d i s abl e t o m a p th e wor d ont o th e comple x 
representatio n whic h integrate s thi s primar y scen e wit h 
anothe r  involvin g purposiv e action .  (Se e Grad y &  Johnson , 
t o appear. ) 
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