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Abstract Greenfield’'s (2009) theory linking sociodemographic change to dynamic cultural
values for family interdependence versus individual independence is applied to sexual and
genoer vole socialization and Oevelopment. The theory explains hoto cultural pathroays for
sexual and gender vole development transjorm in concert toith sociodemographic changes:
utbanization, formal schooling, capitalism, and communication technologies. As envitonments

become move urban, commercial, and technological, tith more opportunities jor jormal
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education, sexual development moves atoay from the ideals of procreation and family
responsibility and toroard the ideals of personal pleasure and personal rvesponsibility. At the
same time, gender vole development moves atoay from the ideals of complementary and
ascribed gendet voles and toward chosen and equal gender voles. We present psnchological,
anthropological, and sociological evidence for these trends in a vaviety of communities

unoergoing social and ecological change.

RKeproords: [culture change, gender, sexruality, socialization, values, cultural psychology]
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Culture gives meaning and pucpose to biological changes associated tith teaching
reproductive maturity. Indeed, many societies inscribe puberty toith qualities that signify
progress toroard ideals of womanhood and manhood. Among the Finacantec NMana in Chiapas,
Merico, for example, puberty traditionally marks a time when a gicl is preparing to be a good
toife, mother, and daughter—in—Ilaro through domestic apprenticeship. Ghe becomes an adult
roman tohen her family accepts the vequest of marriage from a suitor and his elders, and then
begins to beatr chiloren and mate tortillas from the corn her husband cultivates (Fishburne
1962). By compatison, in the United States puberty signals that a gicl is a teenager,
attending bigh school, hanging out with friends, and beginning to date. Among middle class
segments of U.S. society, she 1oill be considered a fully adult woman tohen she can support
herself financially (see Arnett 2010 for a discussion of self—sufficiency as a cultural belief
undetlying pathroays to adulthood in the United Gtates and the differences among nouth of
vavious social classes).

Differing pathroans to adulthood begin to give an impression of the interconnected
naturve of sexual development, gender vole development, cultural values, and the economic and
social structures of a society (Schlegel 1989). Gerual maturation proceeds in concert with the
acquisition of stills for adult otk and family gender voles that ave cultuvally valued and
adapted to sociodemographic civcumstances, all of which are in flur over historical time. For
example, tohen the Merican government established a high school in 3inacantan in 1999 after
the community shifted atoay from subsistence agriculture to paid labor, some adolescent gitls
began to prepare for adult toort voles in a commercial economy by going to high school
alongside male peers, negotiating velationships toith bons outsive of family supervision
(Manago 2011). U.S. adolescents in the digital age are noto progressing torward adulthood
using mobile Devices and social media to connect with friends and express their sexuality to
lavge expanses of social netroorts beyond their families and their physical communities
(Manago et al. 2008).

Jn this paper, Greenfield’s (2009) theory linking sociodemographic change to dynamic
cultural values for family interdependence and individual independence is applied to sexual and

gender vole socialization and development. The concept of values is a notably fruitful avea of
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vesearch connecting cultuval and psychological phenomena (Hofstede 2001; Schart; 1992).
Yalues vepresent horo societies coordinate groups of individuals (Weber 1958) and function
psnchologically as genevalized priotity ovientations opevating lavgely outsive of erplicit
arvareness (Roteach 1973). Pertinent to the developmental focus of this paper, values veflect
i0eal end goals for Oevelopment vesulting from value—laden socialijation practices (Greenfield
et al. 2003). According to Breenfield (2009), socialization practices that emphasize the primacy
of the group —— especially the family —— or the primacy of the individual arise from
sociodemographic conditions. The primacy of the group is veflected in the cultural value and
oevelopmental goal of interdependence; the primacy of the individual is veflected in the cultural
value and developmental goal of independence. We till genevate specific hnpotheses about hoto

these Oevelopmental goals ave velevant to sexual and gender vole development.

Theoretical Review

TInterdependence, Independence, and Sociodemographic Change

Independent and interdependent values emerge under particular sociodemographic
ciccumstances (Ritapama and Usbul 2011; NMarbus and Conner 2013). Increasing affluence,
utbanization, and formal schooling promote independent values in a variety of cultures
(Freeman 1997; Georgas 1989; Rentorsti 1994). Breenfield’s (2009) theory utilizes the terms
Gemeinschaft (community) and Gesellschaft (society) utilized by German sociologist
Ferdinand TOnnies (1887/1957) to capture these sociodemographic factors within social
ecological thpologies. Gemeinschaft envivonments ave characterized as vural, subsistence
economies with informal education at home and little or no communication technologies.
Besellschaft envivonments ave charvacterized as urban, industrial—commodity economies toith
formal schooling outsive the home and a prevalence of communication technologies. NMany of
these features have been imposed upon ov brought to Gemeinschaft communities at different
periods of time in the course of colonization and the globalizing economy. Gesellschaft societies
ave multilapered and typically have velativelhy more Gemeinschaft communities - e.g., rural

agrarian communities — nested rithin them. DNoreover, threaded throughout Gesellschaft
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societies ave vesioual Gemeinschaft values, beliefs, and practices leftover from former
Bemeinschaft sociodemographic civcumstances.

According to Breenfield (2009), these trwo thpologies anchor sociodemographic continua
corresponding to continua of development and behavior that veflect values priovitizing the
group (interdependence) versus values priovitizing the indivioual (independence). They too are
continuous vaciables, vather than binary categories, with intermediate points in betroeen the
ttoo anchors. These points, hotoever, are not fired. The theory posits that sociodemographic
shifts in the Gesellschaft divection move cultural values and psychological socialization in the
Oitection of increasing independence. Alternativeln, sociodemographic shifts in the
Bemeinschaft divection move cultural values and psychological socialization in the divection of
increasing interdependence. The pacticular sociodemographic variable that is most operative in
inducing psychological change at a particular point in time and a pacticular place is the
vatiable that is curvently changing most vapidly. Thevefore, at different times and places,
Oifferent sociodemographic variables become the principal driver of changing values and
socialization patterns. The theoty does not posit that a particular sociodemographic change
altoans comes first; order varies Depending on time, place, and local citcumstances.

Of course, cultural values ate a product of both historical continuity and change
(RagitCibasSi 2007). In the United Gtates, agriculture quickly became industrialized
(Goldschmidt 1978), thus it is [ikely farther torard the BGesellschaft end of the value
continuum; countries lite China and Japan, rwhich moved more vecently from long histories of
peasant farming (Broot and Luong 1999), are erpected to be velativeln more BGemeinschaft on
the value continuum. $Hotoever, despite being at diffevent points along this continuum, both
cultures nonetheless move in the same divection as a vesult of sociodemographic changes going
in the same divection. 2 dynamic interplay erists betroeen transmission of values across
generations and adaptation to netv conditions, a topic vevisited throughout this paper.
Gignificance of an Interdisciplinary Theory of Change for Serual and Gender Development

In connecting macco level societal change to psnchological changes in gender and
seruality, toe strive to achieve interdisciplinary integration. Jn developmental psychology,

coming to terms toith one’s sexual preferences, attitudes, and behaviors tohile constructing a
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sense of self as an adult female or male ave considered essential tas€s during adolescence and
the transition to adulthood (Tolman et al. 2003). These tasts arve often negotiated in the
contert of dynamic sociocultural changes tohich arve not often explicitly vecognized in
pshchology, pet dramatically impact the transition to adulthood (Broron et al. 2002).
Moreover, because the majority of psnchological vesearch is based on samples from Western
industrialized countries (Arnett 2008), the literature incorrectly assumes universal processes
that ave specific to people in industrialized (velatively move Gesellschaft) societies, and fails to
Oescribe the psnchology of people in the small—scale (velatively morve Gemeinschaft)
communities toho comprise the majority of the rootl0’'s population ($Henrich et al. 2010).
2Anthropology, in contrast, has teaditionally focused on the majority world, with less emphasis
on psychological aspects of gender and serual development.

The present jormulation provides a theory—0oriven [ink betroeen these troo bodies of
empitical vesearch. This [ink also provides insight into shifting patterns of human development
in populations migrating from velatively more Gemeinschaft social ecologies to urbanized,
technologically sophisticated, post—industrial envitonments. Finally, our frametoort can be
used to illuminate patterns of sociocultural and psychological change, tohile avoiding pitfalls
associated twith moodernization theory. Namely, our approach vejects the notion of linear
progress; it vecognizes both gains and losses associated with changes in gender and seruality,
the potential for change to occur in the Gemeinschaft ov Besellschaft divection, and
acknoroledges the vole of historvical values and meanings in hoto a community adapts to
sociocultural change.

Bemeinschaft—Avapted Values for Serual and SGender Role Development

Joeals for Geruality: Procreation and Family MNesponsibility. TIn a prototypical Gemeinschaft
envitonment, goals for development center on the importance of family preservation (BGreenfield
2009). Applying this ethic to serual development, e propose that family preservation
manifests as ideals that priovitize procreation and family vesponsibility. These principles
emphasize that the purpose of sexruality is family formation and maintaining Einship netroorks.
Marviage agreements occur bettoeen jamilies, vather than betrueen individuals, such that sexual

velationships ave erpressed in terms of family ties and progeny ave appropriately situated
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ithin €in netroorts (Dion and Dion 1993; Hatfield and Rapson 1996). For erample, in
traditional €hina, intimacy was sought in the family and more importance ras placed on the
compatibility betroeen a couple’s families than on the compatibility betroeen bride and groom
($Hsu 1985). In Japan, parents had ultimate say in a marriage partner, and premarital love
ras seen as immotal and egoistic (Blood 1967). In India, arvanged martiage has long
macted the importance of family control in romantic partnering (Sepmour 1999). In these
societies, families have been tesponsible for enforcing appropriate sexual vestraint to preserve
group harmony and the integrity of the family as the vepresentative entity in social velations.
Gerual restraint is valued in that it demonstrates conformity and control of personal emotions
for the sate of the group’s needs —— the mart of maturity and competency on the
interdependent pathroay of development (Martus and Kitapama 1991; Shroeder and Bourne
1984).

Joeals for Genoer Noles: Complementarity and Ascription. ith vegard to gender vole
oevelopment, toe propose that family preservation manifests as ideals that emphasize
complementary and ascribed gender voles (Manago 2012). These principles capture the purpose
of gender vole expectations on the interdependent pathroay: facilitation of efficient family
functioning as a holistic unit by 0ividing tasts betroeen female and male. Indeed, erplicit and
mutually exclusive serual divisions of labot are so toidespread in the anthropology literature
(tobich tends to focus on pre—industrial, small—scale societies) that they are vegarded as an
essential feature of human social ovganization (Bradlen and Moore 1996; Murdoct and
Provost 1973). Generally, gitls groto up to vaise childven and fulfill productive tasts roithin
close prorimity to the domestic spheve; bons grorw up to fulfill productive tasts jor the family
that often require more time and distance atvay from the domestic spherve. These voles ave
adaptive for a rural, agravian way of life, given the constraints associated toith the
teproductive activities of roomen (Burton and White 1984; Murdoct and Provost 1973). On
the interdepenovent pathtoay, the emphasis in gender Oevelopment is to vealize the ascribed voles
clearly Delineated by tradition and specified at bicth (Breenfield et al. 1989).
Besellschaft—Avapted Values for Serual and Gender NRole Development
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s societies shift in the Besellschaft divection, cultural pathroans to adulthood become
mote focused on the development of an independent individual (Greenfield 2009). The emphasis
is on indivioual well—being, fulfillment, and achievement. Jn velation to both seruality and
genoer voles, the opevative developmental process is personal erploration. Indeed, arguably the
most influential framewort in Western psnchological identity vesearch is Marcia’s (1966)
Joentity Gtatus Mooel, rwobhich conceptualizes identity development as a process of exploration.

Joeals for Geruality: Personal Pleasure and Personal Responsibility. Applying this
ethic to seruality, toe propose that indivioual preservation manifests as trwo guiding value
principles, personal pleasure and personal responsibility. These principles locate sexuality at
the site of the individual as the beneficiary of physical and emotional sezual satisfaction and
as the manager of serual vists. Personal pleasure means priovitizing indivioual desive in the
romantic 0nad over family formation and obligation. Personal responsibility emphasizes that
the individual, vather than the family, makes choices about sexual behaviors and partnering.
Jndivioual —— not family —— veputations ave at stake. On this cultural pathway, sexuality is
understood as a form of personal erpression and personal emportverment. Passion betroeen troo
individuals is idealized. In the LUnited Gtates, the notion of marriage without a romantic form
of love is devalued (LeVine et al. 1995), and love is considered a self—actualizing erpevience
(Hatfield and Rapson 1996).

Joeals for Genoer Noles: Equality and Choice. We propose that in a Gesellschaft
envivonment, goals for gender vole development ave based on equality and choice. These
principles Oetive from the emphasis on indivioual well—being and individual traits, vather than
family roell—being and family voles. This emphasis promotes a focus on the equal status of
individuals and encourages individouals to pursue their personal talents and proclivities.
2Whereas inherited hievarchies based on ascribed voles in the family, notably age and gender,
ate move common in Gemeinschaft cultures, hievarchy based on the merit of indiviouals (or the
illusion of merit), are mote common in Gesellschaft post—industrial cultures (BGreenfield 2000;
Martus and Conner 2013). BGender voles in Gesellschaft cultures ave also idealized as equal,
tather than complementary, so that roomen and men can each be self—reliant and capable of

providing for themselves, vather than Dependent on a counterpart. Indeed, cross—cultural
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research shotos that gender vole diffevences ave less emphasized tith increased economic
Ocvelopment, one of the charvacteristics of a Gesellschaft envivonment (Williams and Best
1990). The ioeal is for both genders to have the same occupational and educational
opportunities.

Although the ideal of gender equality has not been achieved in contemporary
Besellschaft societies, e argue that sociodemographic factors in a Gesellschaft envitonment
lend themselves to an ideology of genoder egalitavianism (Manago and Greenfield 2011,
Manago 2012). Assumptions of individual vights, equal treatment, and equal opportunities
undetly an individualistic (Gesellschaft) cultural point of view (Hofstede 2001; Martus and
RKitapama 1991). Indeed, both toomen and men in economically developed, individualistic
(Gesellschaft) societies move frequently endotse the ideal of gender equality than those in less
economically developed, collectivistic (Gemeinschaft) societies (BGibbons et al. 1997; Williams
and Best 1990). We contend that although gender egalitarianism is an ideal adapted to a
prototypical Gesellschaft culture, its actualization is stymied by a host of compler factors, such
as cultuval continuity in Gemeinschaft values for gender hievarchy, porver structures that
erploit vesidual Gemeinschaft values for political gain ov to sell products, and intergenevational
transmission of interpretive frametvorts for gender that perpetuate beliefs that roomen ave

inferiot to men (Bem 1993).
The Epidence

The remainder of this article is organized with findings from a spectrum of social
ecologies, from Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft, roith a focus on social change occurring in both
tinds of envivonments in the same divection. Jn other twotds, not only are many Gemeinschaft
envitonments moving in the Gesellschaft divection, but Gesellschaft envivonments ave still
evolving aray from the Gemeinschaft baseline of just a fero centuries ago (Greenfield 2013).
2We begin with a portrait of a prototypical Gemeinschaft cultural envivonment, an indigenous
Mana village in southern Merico in the 1960s. We highlight the roaps that the
sociodemographic envivonment structured interdependent socialization practices, values, and
goals to illustrate hoto the cultural value principles for sexr and gender voles that toe outlined

ave adaptive to particular envivonmental ciccumstances. This illustration based on
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anthropologists’ rich ethnographic toort (Fishburne 1962; Vogt 1969) toill demonstrate the
intervelateOness of the ey principles.

Documenting change along the sociodemographic spectrum, e summatize vesearch
conducted by the first author in this Maya community in 2008—2010, after it had shifted
toroard increasingly BGesellschaft conditions in the 1980s and 1990s (Manago 2011). Data rill
oemonstrate hoto sociodemographic changes from agriculture to commerce, tural to urban, and
education at home to education at school shifted values totoard more independence in sexual
and gendet tole Development. We then summarize important studies jrom other parts of the
totld moving totoard Gesellschaft conditions to demonstrate both the universality of the €ey
principles as toell as cultural specificities. This body of research also Demonstrates the
opnamic interplay betroeen cultural continuity across genevations and psychological adaptation
to netv sociodemographic conditions.

2We then proceed further along the Gesellschaft continuum to the LUnited Gtates in order
to illustrate horo cultural values shift torward increasing emphasis on individual independence
rohen conditions expand further in the Gesellschaft divection. Although the LUnited States has
been predominantly urban since 1920, a major marter of a Gesellschaft envivonment, it has
become steadily more so since that time (Greenfield 2013). Figures from the U.S. Department
of Education (2012) also show a steady increase in college envollment from 1970 to 2011.
Rapid technological development also chavacterijes societal changes in the United Gtates. We
shoro that in conjunction toith these changes, the overarching value of independence, as rell as
the principles of choice and equality in gender voles, and the principles of personal pleasure and
personal tesponsibility in sexuality have intensified and become more toidespread. We end toith
a portrait of change in the United Gtates, tabing into account the social class and ethnic
Oiversity of a Gesellschaft envivonment.

Pottrait of a Prototypical Gemeinschaft Community: Jinacantdn in the 1960’s

Jn the T3ot3il—speating community of 3inacantan in the 1960s, families lived a
subsistence agriculture lifestyle in vural hamlets surtounding a cevemonial center (Yogt 1969).
Although influenced by Spanish colonization, Mana communities persisted as distinctive

cultuves largely isolated from mainstream Megico (Cancian 1994). Formal schooling roas
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uncommon and parvents 0id not see schooling as velevant to theiv agricultural ray of life.
Gchool attendance toas perceived as detracting jrom proper socialijation of ascribed gender
voles, gitls learning Hhoto to make tortillas and toeave and boys learning hoto to cultivate corn.

Gocial [ife tevolved avound the domestic group, patrilineal and patrilocal extended
families living in a house compound and shaving a single source of corn (YVogt 1969).
Ainacantecs have an elaborate vitual tinship spstem that ties them to a netroort of social
velationships with rights and obligations, structured in terms of a gender and age hievarchy.
Younger Jinacantecs boroed to older Jinacantecs, toho teleased the boro by touching the
forehead of the nounger person; older twalked in front of younger; and it was customary for
men to alt in front of rwomen.

After about nine nears ol0, adolescents’ daily lives rwere structured for consistent
adherence to ser segregation (Fishburne 1962). By the age of 10 or 11, gitls mere contributing
substantially to women’s otk in the house, toeaving clothing for the family, caving for
children, fetching w000 and rater, herding sheep, and making tortillas jrom the corn that men
greto. At 12 to 14 pears old, boys rere tworking toith the older men in their families in the
cornfields in the lotwlands, accompanying their fathers to markets, and strolling in groups toith
theit cousins and brothers. After poung men reached adulthood through marciage, they could
begin to pacticipate in the lower vtanks of an age—graded cargo system, a seties of positions of
escalating prestige tied to veligious festivals tohereby men contribute bact to the community
(Vogt 1969).

Marriage involved elaborate pear—long rvituals and gift giving, rwbhich symbolized both
the union of troo families and the achievement of adulthood (Fishburne 1962). When boys
reached 17 or 18 pears of age, they began to look for a wife roith the sponsorship and advice
of their fathers and a group of vespected elders. Poung rwomen generally had [ittle say in
marriage proposal decisions. A poung man caught speaking to a young rooman outside of this
formalized structure visted jail time, and gitls after the age of ten could not be outside in
public roithout the accompaniment of a family member. The joundation of the marviage
velationship in 3inacantdn toas interdependent gendetr roles: men need twomen to cook their

tortillas and toomen need men to taise their corn. Tortilla—mating and tweaving twere the

10
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cornerstones of femininity, vaising corn and vepresenting the family in the cargo shstem toere
the cornerstones of masculinity, both constructed in velation to service to the family.

Jn summary, boys and gitls in 3inacantan in the 1960s developed along pathroans
paved roith clearly ascribed erpectations for male and female wotrk and family voles. One’s
sense of being an aoult male ot female was inertricably intertroined toith one’s vole as a
member of a family unit. Both gender voles toere honored in that each was specialized and
required for family functioning. 2Adolescents understood their burgeoning sexuality in terms of
rohat it meant for forming theiv oton families as adult tvomen and men. The idea of personal
vestraint of one’s sexuality was irvelevant because structures weve set in place, including
adolescent gender segregation and constant family togetherness, such that adolescent boys and
gitls 010 not have opportunities to express theiv seruality in toaps that roould be counter to the
goals of the family. They velied on their jamilies to help channel their reproductive capacity
totoard a continuation of the family line and to Hhelp them navigate the process of finding a

suitable Domestic partner.

Bemeinschaft to Besellschaft Shift: Jinacantén in 2010

Jn the late 19705, and even mote so in the 19805, the envitonment of 3inacantan began
to shift in a Gesellschaft divection. Nen moved atvay from subsistence agriculture to
pacticipate in tage [abor in nearby mines rohile netw road construction connecting isolated
indigenous communities to the Pan American highroay facilitated sales of agriculturval
products and women’s weavings (Cancian 1994; Greenfield 2004). Families moved arway from
ertended family compounds in mountain hamlets into Jinacantan center, transforming it into a
commertcial hub (Vogt 1990). The population grerw from 8,000 to 20,0005 electricity arrived,
along toith television and telephones; and elementary school became more common. The cargo
snstem persisted but declined in importance (Cancian 1994). 2As young men had access to roage
[abor and money, traditional bride service that had indebted them to work for theit nerw brides’
families began to decline (Flood 1994).

The 2000's ushered in another major sociodemographic shift in 3inacantan, the arvival

of secondary schooling (Manago 2014). The Merican government built a nero high school in

11
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3inacantdn center as part of national program to addvess disparities in educational attainment
among indigenous populations, especially in the move tural south. In 2009, high school
attendance toas still not universal and many parvents 0id not roant to send their childoren to
high school because they perceived it as a toaste of time, especially for gitls, and threatening to
customs for gender segregation during adolescence. Hotever, some families sent their childoren
to secondary school, pethaps because they perceived education as a voute to economic
advancement as agricultural rways of life toere disappearing, or because they teceived money
from a government program called Oportunioades for each child in school. Tn contrast to the
gender—segregated ootk voles and familh—mediated marriage described by anthropologists in
3inacantan in the 1960s, bons and gitls in the high school in 2009 tvere engaging in
equivalent €inds of training for tootk voles in a capitalistic economy, choosing their oton
romantic pactners, and also socializing in a netv £ind of adolescent peer group separated jrom
the family spheve.

2n intergenerational study of values in Jinacantan found increasing priovitization of
individual independence in connection toith high school and economic change (Manago 2014).
2A sample of grandmothers (toho grero up ouring the age of agriculture), mothers (rwho grero
up during a period of engagement in a cash economy), and high schooled and non—bhigh
schooled adolescents tesponded to a sevies of ethnographically derived social dilemmas that
contrasted Gemeinschaft—adapted values of family interdependence roith Gesellschaft—adapted
values of individual independence. Out of the four groups, grandmothers tesponded to the
oilemmas with the most absolute endorsement of perspectives that vepresented jamily
interdependence, ascribed and complementary gender voles, and family responsibility in matters
of partnering. NMothers and female adolescents ith no secondary education twere move likely
than grandmothers to priovitize indivioual independence, chosen and equivalent gender voles,
and personal vesponsibility in matters of partnering, over absolute endorsement of family
intetdependence.

Jllusteating a continuum of change, female adolescents in high school roere even more
litely than mothers and non—bhigh schooled adolescents to endotrse these independent

perspectives. For example, high school givls approved of women engaging in paid work outside

12
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the home and advocated for cross—ser interactions mote often than mothers, non—bhigh
schooled adolescents, and grandmothers. High school gitls maintained values for family
obligation and harmony, but adapted them to the civcumstances of high school and economic
oevelopment. That is, they tended to endorse Gemeinschaft values for helping the family, but
also advocated for tvomen to Do so by becoming educated and earning money in a market
economy. Then valued romen’s economic contributions to family welfave through equivalent
gender voles, twbhich vequited additional freedom to independently negotiate velationships roith
men in school, roote, and personal velationships.

One grandmother in the study summarized the changes well (Manago 2014).

Our pavents 0ion't let us talt to bons... Jf you go on your otwn...there
tould be no tway to intervene if your husband ends up mafing a mistate.
This is what the parents sap, “Jf T give you to him tith mpy permission,
then twe can come to an agreement to bring the boy’s bao behavior to his
pavents’ attention to tell him not to mistreat you”...together e can get
the boy’s attention if he is not behaving well, because he will become our
son... e as women dion’t grotw up free, e twere altvans going with our
mothers, it is not life this notw, women as much as men go free...
(3inacantec grandmother 2009)

Jn summary, 3inacantec Maya are undergoing change from subsistence agriculture to
life in a capitalistic economy, and both gitls and boys ave attending high school to prepare for
neto £inds of adult gender voles. These sociodemographic changes create neto cultural practices
on the pathroay to adulthood, socializing increasing independence. This value shift manifests
psychological changes in sexual and gender vole development in the divection of our proposed
principles.

GHill, psychological change does not happen abruptly. Familistic values passed doton
across many generations continue to persist and are combined toith neto values, often resulting
in intermediate points in the spectrtums of procreation—pleasure, family responsibilith—
personal tesponsibility, complementary—equivalent gender voles, and ascribed gender voles—
chosen gender voles. 2 fitst—genevation indigenous Mana college student living in the colonial
city of Gan Cristobal, Chiapas, eremplifies an intermediate point on the continuum betroeen
asctibed—chosen gender voles and familp—personal vesponsibility (Manago 2012):

J wanted to leave [the village] in order to move fortward, J wanted to

continue stuoning. J 010 it more because J twas thinfing of my parents,
not so much for me. (“Juana” 2007)

13
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Juana’s endorsement of family obligation (“J mwas thinfing of mp parents”) is norw nested
ithin values for personal choice and achievement in adult gender vole fulfillment (“J wanted
to leave in order to move fortvard”). By linking her Vesive for individual achievement back to
the family, Juana vesolves some of the tension bettoeen jamily obligation and personal
ambition. Intermediate points of value change are also evident in other parts of the toorld
tohere there is movement from Gemeinschaft to more BGesellschaft wans of living; evidence on

this point is presented in the nert section.

Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft Change Avound the World

Benoer Hole Development. According to analpses using the Worldo Lalues Survey,
aoministered in four rwaves from 1981—2001 in 70 Oiffevent countries on all siz inhabited
continents, gender equality rises alongside societal transformations from subsistence
agriculture to industrialijation and post—industrialization (Inglehart and Norris 2003).
BGender equality items asted the ertent to which respondents agree with gender equivalent
economic and political voles, women’s search for fulfillment outside of motherhood, and child
bearing outside of a stable family velationship betroeen the mother and father. Thus, “gender
equality” indered endotrsement of chosen and equivalent gender toles veflecting values for
individual independence. Gender equality increased from 1981 to 2001 in conjunction toith
economic development and higher levels of schooling occurring in the societies tested and
among those toith access to the survens.

A vave longitudinal ethnographic study in India supports quantitative vesults from the
World Yalues Survey by providing in—0epth accounts of the waps in wbhich cultuval practices
survounding gendet voles and family velations transform among those with access to wealth
and formal schooling in utban locales. Studying social change in the tapidly urbanijing toton
of Bhubanestwar, India from the 1960s to the 1980s, Susan Geymour (1999) Vescribes horo
in the 1960s, toort and family sphetes toere gender segregated and assigned at bicth; men
rootked in the public sphere and toomen in the private spheve, twhere they roere responsible for
childocare and food prepavation, socializing outsive the family only with female neighbors

through conjoined private courtyards. A gicl’s gender vole development proceeded through
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apprenticeship in household tasts. At puberty, her family roould arvange her marviage, and she
roould then move to the home of her husband’s ertended family where she roould fulfill
household duties in the contert of hievarchical female velationships based on age. Harmonious
velationships with roomen in the family toot precedence over her velationship toith her
husband, tobhich centered on procreation vather than emotional intimacy.

Gepmour (1999) documents horo many middle and upper class/caste families living in
the urban center of Bhubanestwar (the et Capital) experienced a breaktdoton in
complementarity and ascription in gender vole development with Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft
changes from the 1960s to 1980s. One of the most dramatic changes that happened during this
time toas a vise in gitls’ school attendance, tohich gave upper status gicls in the eto Capital
access to institutions in the public domain, including socialijing outsive the home and training
fotr paid employment increasingly available in the urban center. Although this pathroay for
Ocevelopment toroard adulthood toas available in the mote tural center of Bhubanestwoar (the
D0 Temple Toron), families vesponded much more conservatively theve. There toas greater
tension bettoeen Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft values in these move rural families. Gicls in
poot loto—status families vavely attended school and 0id not, therefore, experience these nero
opportunities and tensions.

Gepmour’s work also Oescribes both cultural continuity and change. On the one hand,
the importance of marriage and motherhood for upper—class women in the et Capital was
still emphasized, customs for arranged matriage and dotury persisted, gitls rwere accompanied
to school by brothers, and classtoom seating toas gendet segregated. On the other hand, gitls
and boys toere engaging in the same £ind of activities at school, working torvard achieved and
equivalent, vather than ascribed and complementary, adult toort and family voles. With
increasing costs of living among a netv urban midole class, families toere beginning to see the
value of a daughter—in—Ilaro/roife twho could earn monen outside the home. Gepmour suggests
that female schooling distupted the traditional age and gender hievarchies that encouraged
obedience and formed a cornerstone of family interdependence and stability. Women roith more
schooling tueve less exposed to the matriavchal hievtarchy in household tasts and tvere morve

intellectually equal toith their husbands.
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Gepmout’s descriptions of the impact of schooling in Bhubaneswar echo findings from
a large body of rootk pointing to schooling as a critical factor channeling gender vole
socialization aroay from ascription and complementarity, torard equivalency and choice. With
the development of capitalism, schooling becomes the primary method for family advancement,
and as Greenfield’s theory roould predict, higher levels of pavental schooling and income ave
associated with sending both gitls and boys to school (Glick and Sabhn 1998; Connelly and
3beng 2003). Schooling, in turn, provides roomen with alternative options for achieving adult
social status and vesources outsive of their childobearing and their family voles (Bradlen 1995;
Moghadam 2003). Schooling not only loosens ties betroeen men and roomen for economic
survival, but it also provides neto avenues for developing a sense of self benond capacities for
sexual veproduction, which man lend itself to the pursuit of personal fulfillment and
achievement.

Gerual Development. Adovanced schooling also influences sexual development. The
postponement of marriage and family formation with higher levels of formal schooling has
been associated rith increased erplovation during the transition to adulthood among ucrban and
realthy families in parts of the developing world such as in Latin America (Galambos and
Martine; 2007; Facio et al. 2007). Sepmour (1999) points out that because roomen who
attended school in the erv Capital in Bhubanestvar roere morve [ikely to be on the same
intellectual level as men, they toere move [ikely to be involved in companionate marriages based
on personal compatibilitn— thus a shift aroay from sexuality based primarily on procreation.
Mernissi (1987) in the Miodle East and Rosenberger (2001) in Japan have observed that
college—educated toomen postpone marviage, thereby creating a neto category of unmarried
rwomanhood, tohich translates to diminished family control over toomen’s serualith and further
erosion of traditional interdependent familistic values.

Troo Gesellschaft factors, urban conditions and university settings, ave particularly
suited for sexual exploration and independent negotiations of sexual velationships outsive the
authority of the family. Research in epal, for erample, suggests that college students in
utban settings have mote opportunities to date and have more premarital sexr than theirv

counterparts in tural aveas because barrviers associated toith family and community
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sutpeillance ave temoved, plus the social milieu provides settings such as cafes for dating
(Regmi et al. 2011). Gimilar trends are found among indigenous NMaya college students in
Chiapas, NMerico (Manago 2012). NMore opportunities to erplore and date correspond to
increasing emphasis on pleasure, emotional connections outside of family formation, and the
assumption of personal vesponsibility in matters of seruality.

In addition to schooling and urbanijzation, economic development may also heighten the
value of personal pleasure and rvesponsibility in sexual development. This was the crur of Jane
Collier's (1997) argument in her study of changing marriage customs in Spain. Collier
compared pactnering practices in a Gpanish village in the 19605 twhen it toas a rural farming
community to the 1980s tohen the village became integrated into an industrial—commo0ity
economy. Jn the 1960s, families negotiated courtship and [imited young roomen and men from
socializing alone and developing feelings for one another. Criteria for the status and suitability
of potential partners twere associated toith family veputation and inherited twealth. Tn the
19805, independent informal dating practices veplaced the formalized courtship. The status of
potential partners had become based on the professional achievement of indiviouals and the
romantic love and desive that eristed bettoeen troo partners. Collier explains that rohen ner
avenues avose for noung people to create, vather than inherit, an economic lifestyle, they
Oeveloped their personal interests and motivations. Thus, rohereas in the 1960s sexual
behaviors demonstrated suppression of internal Desives for the good of the family, in the
19805, notmative sexual behaviors involved dating to demonstrate one’s internal and personal
romantic desires.

There man be a variety of mechanisms by which capitalism makes notions of personal
Oesite move salient and the expression of it move culturally normative. Holly Wardloto (2006)
Oescribes hoto in the tural subsistence farming Huli community in Hetv Guinea, noung men
incur 0ebts jrom their inship netroort to transfer pigs to the family of a young rwoman in
otdet to take her for a toife and lay claim to her progeny. Through his eventual daughters’
bride price papments he roould tecoup his 0ebts and, in demonstrating his capacity to vepan
Oebts, he ensures that his tin netroort will further assist in his sons’ bride price papments.

The accumulation of bride price debts bound families together in an interdependent Einship
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spstem and framed noung peoples’ experiences of theiv sexuality in terms of a reproductive
family vesource. Wardloro (2006) documents hoto economic development in the nearby toron of
Tari and increasing male migration for toage labot ave eroding these Huli bride price customs.
Galaries distupt the interdependence of fin in snstems of bride price debt, which is giving toay
to increased self—focused sexuality —— that is, ser outside of Einship agreements for purposes
of pleasure vather than reproduction.

Sinally, immigration, transnationalism, and globalization are also important
mechanisms by which sexual development shifts. Heve toe highlight Jennifer Hirsch's (2003)
otk in 2 Courtship after Marriage, robhich documents genevational changes in the purpose of
marriage and conceptions of male—female velations in tuval Merico and among transnational
families [iving in the United Gtates. Hirsch suggests that increasing companionate marriage
among noung MNerican couples, robhich includes personal choice and vomantic intimacy, is tied
to globalization and economic development in MNerico and to the influence of family members
immigrating to Atlanta, Georgia. In contrast to marciage among older genevations that was
based on vespect for pavental control of sexuality and the ability to sacrifice and endure for the
family, nounger generations priovitize the compatibility, affection, and trust that erists bettveen
tioo individuals. Hitsch suggests that sociodemographic change in Nerico, including schooling,
media, and grototh in the industrial sector have transformed the tan in tohich men and
roomen fulfill adult gender voles, and in the process, ideals surrounding marviage, family, and
romantic love. Hirsch also shorws that urban Atlanta affords MNerican immigrant women
increased independent mobility and personal privacy because of the absence of small—toton
community surveillance, a situation that lends itself to decreased adherence to traditional
gender voles and sexuality. Hirsch shoros sociodemographic change in Nerico and adaptation
to urban 2Atlanta influence romen and men on both sides of the border to move in the same
Oirection (torward BGesellschaft—adapted values) in their vietos of marriage and seruality.
Ghifting Cultural Pathtoans for Gender and Seruality in a Sesellschaft Society: Moving
Surther Atoay from the Bemeinschaft Baseline

In this section toe present evidence of psychological change in the LUnited Gtates, wbhich

has a longer history of Gesellschaft conditions but is nevertheless undergoing shifts toroard

18



Cultural Pathrwoans Gender and Seruality 19

mote twidespread urbanijation, advanced formal education, and communication technologies
(e.g., Greenfield 2013). Because Gesellschafts ave traditionally the subject matter of
sociologists and psnchologists, rwbhile Gemeinschafts ave traditionally the subject matter of
anthropologists, this section utilijes velatively more large—scale surven matecial compared to
previous sections. Hotrvever, toe end toith tiwo case studies, one a study of longitudinal change,
the other illustrating the tensions that occur betroeen Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft—adapted
gender voles in a diverse Besellschaft society.

Genoer NRole Development. Personal choice and gender vole equivalency are implicit
goals for Development in the process of adult gender—role acquisition in psnchology, the field
itself emerging out of a Gesellschaft envivonment. Psychological tesearch on the transition
into gender—tnped occupational voles in Western conterts (e.g. Leaper and Yan 2008; Eccles
1987) largely focuses on rohy young people make personal choices to pursue gendet
steveotypical versus non—steveotypical roott voles, as opposed to focusing on why families
make these decisions. Gtudies ave often based on theoretical models rwhere individual self—
efficacy and personal intevest ave ten predictors of occupational outcomes (see Bussen and
Bandura 1999; Eccles and Wigfield 2002). Moreover, this research takes for granted the value
for equivalent gender voles, for example in studies on the undervepresentation of toomen in
science (e.g., Halpern et al. 2007).

$Historical traces of previous Gemeinschaft conditions ave also visible. Cultural gender
vole beliefs, ideals, and norms that limit options adolescents perceive as available to them in
their decision—mating process persist in the United Gtates and vary among social classes and
ethnicities (Bussen and Bandura 1999; Eccles and Wigfield 2002). Hotoever, at the macro
level of U.G. society, gender Differences in both domestic and paid work have diminished over
the coutse of the last half of the 20" century. For example, from 1950 to 2000, the
pacticipation vate of women in the [abor force greto from 34% to 60% (Toossi 2002). Census
Oata shoto a decrease in occupational segregation from the 1980s through the first decade of
2000 (Wootton 1997; Detoan and Gebeloff 2012). At the same time, national samples shot
men are also incotporating domestic duties into theit toles (Saper 2005; Shelton and Daphne

1996).
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Macro level shifts in gender vole options arve veflected in young people’s attitudes and
self—attributes, pacticularly midole and upper class individuals, toho ave move [ikely to pursue
higher levels of formal schooling. For example, male and female college students in 1995 tvere
substantially less likely to endorse traditional gender vole attitudes than their counterparts in
1970 (Twenge 1997). Twenge (1997) also shotws that gender egalitarian attitudes increased
ouring this time period, more so among young rwomen than men, toho may have more to gain
in the shifjt. With ferver constraints on gender vole options, iventity erplovation emerges as a
process of Development that is priovitized over obligation to the family (PLhinney and
Baldelomar 2011). Importantly, the ertent to which young people can erplore various options
in their transition to adult ootk and family voles is [imited by lack of vesources, social capital,
and roealth (Gesellschaft factors) among rorting class nouth (Arnett 2010).

Gerual Development. Analogous to research on gender vole Development, psychological
vesearch on sexual development in the LUnited Gtates takes for granted that adolescents and
emerging adults ave personally vesponsible for their sexual behaviors. Educators inside and
outside of the home typically perceive themselves as providing information to help youth build
stills for negotiating sexual encounters independently. The idea is that adolescents must learn
to mate their oton decisions based on a compler variety of information jrom a myriad of
soutces, including peers and the media. Hotever, there remain persistent tensions surrounding
adolescents and sex, especially given abstinence—only programs in the United Gtates (Fine and
McClelland 2006), wohich drarw from Gemeinschaft values in asserting that families should
control adolescent seruality. Pet there is evidence that an emphasis on personal vesponsibility
in sezuality is erpanding. In a vecent vevietv, Tolman and NcClelland torite that over the
course of the past Oecade, vesearch on serual development has begun to “place sexual decision
mating in the hands of noung people vather than identifying and evaluating negative influences
on them” (2011:246). Moreover, they note a shift arwvay from understanding adolescent sexual
Ocvelopment solely from a perspective of vis€, with increasing vecognition of “positive” aspects
of adolescent seruality, that is, sexual desive as a notmative component of adolescent sexual

Ocvelopment (see also Diamond 2006).
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2An emphasis on Oesive and personal fulfillment as cornerstones of healthy serual
Oevelopment is associated toith sex—positive feminism, a movement championing serual
freedom that avose in the 1980s alongside increasing twealth, urbanization, and communication
technologies. Recent feminist scholarship in psychologn has focused on the suppression of
female sexual desive Ouring adolescence and hoto it may negatively impact women’s rell—being
(Fine and NcClelland 2006; Lamb 2010). In this viet, male—female velations involve compler
and uneven potver dYnamics rwhere men and toomen arve individual actors negotiating for their
petsonal needs (e.g., Tolman et al. 2003). Thus, ideal goals for development implicit in
research in the 1990s and 2000s stress sexual self—efficacy and assertiveness in adolescents’
communications toith sexual pactners (Cuctin et al. 2011; IJmpett et al. 2010). Gerual
assertiveness is necessary for healthy serual development and roell—being tohen youth
negotiate serual encounters outside family protection and vestrictions.

Another illustration of hoto personal fulfillment and choice have become mote
prominent as goals for sexual development is the increasing attention paid to serual minotity
pouth since the 19708 (Savin—Williams 2006). Americans have become more accepting of
biserual, gan, and lesbian serualities from the 1970s to the 1990s (Loftus 2001). Research
shots that questioning serual identities and exploting alternative attractions ave critical
developmental processes for sexual minotity pouth (Dubé and Savin—Williams 1999; Eliason
1996). This field of vesearch has also vevealed that omen’s serual ovientation is move fluid
than previously thought; there ave discontinuities and fluctuations across the lifespan in
rwomen’s sexual attractions to men and other women (Diamond 1998; 2003). Thus, as the
erpansion of Gesellschajt envivonmental features continues in the United Gtates, sexual
Oiversity, and its concomitant ideals of personal choice and fulfillment ave on the vise,
increasingly visible and emphasized. Indeed, personal exploration of one’s preferences and
Oesites is noto considered necessary for healthy sexual identity development, regardless of one's
serual otientation (Archer and Brey 2009).

We argue that, as the United Gtates moves farther along the Gesellschajt spectrum in
the last half of the 20" century and into the 21st, personal vesponsibility and pleasure as

oevelopmental goals have increased especially among those exposed to Gesellschaft conditions,
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that is, midole and upper class families tith access to education and toealth. A cross—
temporal meta—analysis of college students’ sexual behaviors and attitudes from 1943 to 1999
found that men and roomen became morve sexually active, began having sexr at earlier ages
(ouring adolescence), and were mote likeln to endotrse premarital sexr (Wells and Troenge
2005). Gerual guilt also decreased over this time period and the most dramatic changes
occurted among toomen. From our theoretical perspective, technology in the form of the birth
control pill, plus the proliferation of communication media, increasing realth, self—sufficiency,
and ertended levels of formal schooling roould be considered causal Gesellschaft factors in
these trends.

Again, universities provide a structural envitonment for sexual exploration during the
transition to adulthood. In her ethnography of intimate velationships on college campuses,
Bogle (2008) describes a shift arway from a “dating script” to a “hooting—up script,”
basically a shift from velational sex to vecreational sex, over the course of the last century.
Dyadic dating has become less normative and a social scene has emerged that centers on
partying toith friends, tohere serual encounters outside of committed velationships can take
place. Bogle argues that the university envivonment facilitates sexual explovation among lavge
nettootrls of peers and indeed, a tecent revietv of the litevature demonstrates that uncommitted
casual sex encounters ave increasingly normative among noung people across college campuses
in North America (Barcia et al. 2012).

The Tnternet presents another €ey environment in tohich sexual explovation can flourish.
Coen outside of pornographic rebsites, the Internet is a source of evoticized content accessible
to pounger adolescents (Pbarva and NMitchell 2005). Importantly, peers and the media
interttoine as a soutce of sexual content online. Yirtual tools such as chat (Gubrahmannam et
al. 2006), blogs (Mazur and Kozarian 2010), and social networking sites (Manago et al.
2008) have become places for adolescents to explove and socially construct theiv sexuality toith
peers, outside the supervision of parvents, on the same screens with wbhich they are consuming
often highly sexualized popular media. Young tvomen garner attention among their peers on
social netroorting sites by presenting themselves in highly serualized toans and incorporating

sexually suggestive pop culture icons into theiv self—presentations (Manago et al. 2008;
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Ringrose 2010). Recent studies suggest that young men ave also portraning themselves in
serualized ways on these sites (Manago 2013; Siibak 2010), suggesting that communication
technology is a motor pushing for gender vole equality in sexual scripts. Further support for
this i0ea comes from a study shotwing teen chat contains one serual comment per minute, tith
both gitls and boys pursuing sexual conversations (Subrahmanpam et al. 2006). Other studies
shoto hoto the Jnternet provides a space tohere a multitude of diverse sexualities ave being
erpressed that challenge limited heteronormative codes for female and male sexual expressions
(Attroood 2011; Yan Dootrn 2010). Finally, online dating, in which choice is greatly magnifieo,
has become quite notmative (Madden and Lenhart 2006); if individuals perceive that they can
find a partner that matches their desited critevia conveniently and efficiently via the Tnternet,
then man be less likely to roork through velationship difficulties, and, in this way, technology
could promote more transient forms of self—gratifying sexual velationships throughout the
lifespan.
Portraits of Changing Gender Roles in the United States

Theoties of cultural change have long been critiqued in anthropology as ovetly
simplistic depictions of dichotomous and inevitable linear progress, from primitive to modern
(Ruper 2005). Det, e have presented a multitude of evidence from around the rotld
illustrating hoto individuals exposed to Gesellschajt sociodemographic factors adopt more
independent behaviors and values in developmental pathroays for gender and sexuality. Our
point is not that change is inevitable or smooth, but vather, that Gemeinschaft and
Besellschaft adapted values ave in tension roith one another, toith sociodemographic change
providing an overall divectional thrust. To illustrate hoto individuals negotiate the tensions
involved tith adapting to increasingly Gesellschaft conditions, e present the jollotwing troo
portraits of shifting gender voles, focusing on intra—societal vaciation in social class and
ethnicity within a post—industrial Gesellschaft envivonment.

The High Gcehool Class of 1958: From Sraduation to the 1990s. Anthropologist Sherry
Ortner (2003) traces the trajectory of the diverse (but mostly Jewish) Class of 1958 at
Weequabic High Sehool in Nervark, erv Jersen over a period of more than 30 years. The

class as a tohole shotwed tremendous uptvard social mobility, moving from a population in the
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19505 that toas largely toorbing— and middle—class to one in robhich close to 60% were part of
America’s toealthy “wbhite overclass.” Indeed, more than half her sample of 200 rose above
theiv social class ovigins and very ferv of them could be considered worbing class. On
theoretical grounds then, toe rwould expect case studies of changing gender voles from
complementary to egalitarian as the class moved into increasingly Gesellschaft niches in
societn.

JIn fact, Ortner describes the class’s baseline gender voles during high school in terms
of complementarity. Bons were geared toroard college, roork, and careers, whereas “the ‘gicl
tract’ was almost entively about marriage and motherhood” (Ortner 2003: 157). For example,
Mary Lou Papa, an Ttalian American gicl, told Ortner “After high school, T announced to
my father that J roanted to go to college, and he didn’t agree toith that at all. He said, what

n

00 you mean college, you get married and have a family” (Ortner 2003: 158). Ortner
documents many other cases of discontent and frustration among rwomen tracted in this way,
a tension emerging toith increasing Gesellschaft conditions alongsive continuity in cultural
values from previous generations.

Hotrever, sepacate gender tracks began to dissolve in the 1960s and 70s, starting toith
the publication in 1963 of Betty Frievoan's boot, The Feminine Miystique. The grotoing
independence of the women in the Class of 1958 is seen in divorces, many of robhich were about
liberation and autonomy. Davita Reingold said of her post—oivorce therapy, “What J got
there was the permission, and the empotoerment to be tohat J had to be” (Ortner 2003: 249).
Another female divorcee said: “ We had on the surface a good marriage, because J Eept mpy
mouth shut...J started going to a therapist...2And J started otoning vesponsibility for needing
to be needed mote than J needed to be autonomous. And that was the veal change” (Ortner
2003: 248).

Ortner notes that, “many of the divorce stories...toere preludes to successful
nontraditional catveers” (Ortner 2003: 253—4). Compared tith theit mothers' generation tohere
52% of the mothers toere homematers, only 12% of toomen in the Class of '58 roere

homematers tohen Ortner intervierved them more than 30 pears after graduation. The vest

toerve tootting outside the home. “The level of women worbing full time, vegardless of
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occupation, implicitly undermines the gicl tract in the same roay that the vise in the divorce
tate 0oes” (Ortner 2003: 252). Indeed, a connection between the troo forms of liberation
surfaced. Homematers (by definition) had virtually no divorce; women in traditional female
caveers had a vate of 36%, tobhile roomen in nontraditional female cateers (e.g., latw, business
otoners) had a divorce rate of 50%.

In sum, as social class vose over the pears in the United States, tvomen became mote
autonomous in their caveers and theiv velationship to marviage. Even toithin the sample, theve
tas the predicted velationship to social class: Those rwomen rwho moved the jurthest arvay
from traditional female gender voles by tabing on traditional male occupations roeve generally
from a family of higher social class. The Weequabic High School Class of 1958 illustrates
that in multilapered Gesellschaft societies, individuals ith more access to toealth move the
farthest in the Gesellschaft divection of gender vole values.

Caught bettveen trwo sets of gender values: Miodle—class Latina twomen. In Barrios to
Burbs: The Mating of the Merican American Miodle Class, sociologist Jooy Agius Yallejo
documents hoto middle—class Latina businesstoomen, mostly immigrants ot daughters of
immigrants, vesist familp—orviented cultural values that hinder them from advancing in their
professions because then ave interpreted negatively by the Besellschaft cultural mainstream.
Yallejo notes that, “Yon—Latinos vely on gendered cultural steveotnpes to define rohat it
means to be a middle—class Latina, assuming that Latinas [ive within a patriacchal ethnic
community rhere eatly chilobearing, motherhood, and a cultuval desive for lavge families ave
valued over education or professional success” (Yallejo 2012: 162—3). Familistic stereothpes
of Latinos are perceived by the Gesellschaft mainstream and the Latina business twomen
themselves as incompatible with values for personal choice and gender equality in a
Besellschaft sociodemographic envitonment.

Uallejo provides an ethnographic look at this tension betroeen jamilp—oriented gendet
voles and individual achievement in a Latina professional association, the Association of
Latinas in Business in Santa Ana, California. Ghe documents hoto the members of this
otganization find that they must shatter these stereothpes in order to be taken setviously in the

business community. Ghe observed that board members of the organijation roho have college
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educations ot ave emploned in corporate settings (toho stand more firmly in the Gesellschaft
rotld) actively distance themselves from board members with lesser educations or those who
toere teenage mothers. When Adriana, a member of the group, is intervietved for a story on
successful Latina entrepreneurs, she velates hoto her family rwas more concerned about
marening her off than her cateer; “the toviter, a tohite tooman, maintained that these outdated
gendet toles and erpectations hinder Latina mobilitn” (Yallejo 2012: 166). Several board
members tuete incensed toith Adriana because she had legitimized the stereotype that Latino
parvents privilege domesticity over professional success for theiv daughters. Dote hotw a taken—
for—granted cultural value is given a negative interpretation through a diffevent cultural lens.
This portrait shotos hoto, in one particular ethnic community, Gemeinschaft—adapted values
of motherhood and family as goals for gender vole development are consciously abandoned in
otder to move into a more Besellschaft niche in society. One also sees the societal pressuves
being erected to adopt BGesellschaft—adapted gender values. Further, the ethnography veveals
tensions that ave created betroeen members of the same ethnic group toith differing access to

Besellschaft conditions as they negotiate value change among themselves.

Conclusions

sing Breenfield's theorn of social change and human Oevelopment as a framervort, toe
have shoton hoto Gesellschaft factors of urbanization, the development of industrial—
commo?ity economies, schooling, and communication technologies all shijt development totvard
sexual exploration, personal pleasure, personal vesponsibility, and equivalent and chosen gender
voles. A unique contribution of this acticle is that it shotwos gender and serual development in
the United Gtates (and by implication other post—industrial societies) ave still undergoing
change torward increasing Gesellschaft—adapted values and behaviors. The expansion of
Besellschaft factors in post—industrial societies shifts gender and serual development in the

same divection as the introduction of Gesellschaft factors in the majority roorld.
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