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Aroha

for string quartet

Robert Laidlow (2019)






This piece was written for the Elias Quartet after winning the RNCM/Elias Quartet

Composition Prize. It received its premiere at Wigmore Hall on May 234, 2019.

Duration: 10”

Performance Note

When “sul tastissimo” is notated, the player should bow the note on, or as
close to, the location of the octave harmonic node as possible. This should
produce a strange, hollow, sound. This technique usually requires fast bowing.
For example, a “sul tastissimo” on an open string would be bowed exactly
halfway down the string.

To see an example of this technique, follow this link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84n-pSRydno

“s.p.” and “m.s.p.” refer to sul ponticello and molto sul ponticello respectively
All tremolos should be unmeasured

Bracketed noteheads represent rough pitches to be targeted

Notes without noteheads represent an extremely high point on the string in
regular glissandi or a high partial in the harmonic series in the case of natural

harmonic glissandi.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84n-pSRydno

Note about the piece:

Aroha (Maori) - (noun) affection, sympathy, charity, compassion, love, empathy; also

a given name.

This piece shares with the Schumann in the programme the notion of dedication:
Schumann’s 314 Quartet formed part of a gift to Clara Schumann, and this work is

dedicated to my partner Natalie Aroha.

I wanted to capture the wit and excitement of conversation in this quartet.
Sometimes players are “speaking” together to form a coherent shared thought; at
other times they are very quickly responding to, imitating, or interrupting one
another: the juxtaposition of these two types of material also forms a global,

structural conversation.

Much of the material is derived from exploring or responding to the song Pokarekare
Ana, which gives the melodic, harmonic and intervallic relationships heard
throughout. The song is heard in its original form only at the end of the piece, where
it emerges from the piece’s climax that brings together both the slower and faster

material from earlier in the work.

Pokarekare Anais a traditional love song from New Zealand, most probably
composed, or disseminated, by Maori soldiers training for the First World War. The

last line of the refrain is “Ka mate ahau i te aroha e”.
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