
UC Berkeley
Recent Work

Title
Climate California

Permalink
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7805k7fc

Author
Greene, Sean

Publication Date
2016-02-25

Supplemental Material
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7805k7fc#supplemental

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Digital Library
University of California

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7805k7fc
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7805k7fc#supplemental
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/


Sean	
  Greene	
  
UC	
  Berkeley	
  Graduate	
  School	
  of	
  Journalism	
  
May	
  2014	
  
	
  
Climate	
  California	
  
Stories	
  from	
  the	
  front	
  lines	
  in	
  the	
  battle	
  against	
  climate	
  change.	
  

In	
  this	
  past	
  year,	
  drought	
  parched	
  the	
  state,	
  wildfire	
  ripped	
  through	
  massive	
  swaths	
  
of	
  forest,	
  and	
  crops	
  in	
  the	
  Central	
  Valley	
  suffered	
  in	
  a	
  warmer	
  winter.	
  

All	
  the	
  while,	
  the	
  sea	
  continues	
  to	
  rise,	
  compromising	
  California’s	
  iconic	
  coastlines.	
  

For	
  California	
  in	
  all	
  its	
  natural	
  diversity,	
  this	
  past	
  year	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  portent	
  of	
  the	
  
effects	
  of	
  climate	
  change.	
  

Often	
  spoken	
  of	
  in	
  the	
  future	
  tense,	
  climate	
  change	
  is	
  happening	
  now,	
  according	
  to	
  
the	
  2014	
  National	
  Climate	
  Assessment	
  released	
  by	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  in	
  May.	
  
The	
  report	
  links	
  global	
  warming	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  50	
  years	
  with	
  human	
  activities,	
  
including	
  the	
  burning	
  of	
  fossil	
  fuels	
  and	
  the	
  greenhouse	
  gas	
  emissions	
  they	
  produce.	
  

Ironically,	
  California	
  leads	
  the	
  nation	
  with	
  its	
  environmental	
  standards	
  and	
  
emissions	
  regulations,	
  but	
  stands	
  to	
  lose	
  in	
  the	
  short	
  term.	
  Combating	
  greenhouse	
  
gases	
  will	
  require	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  international	
  cooperation	
  that	
  is	
  probably	
  a	
  long	
  ways	
  
away.	
  

In	
  the	
  meantime,	
  scientists,	
  scholars	
  and	
  government	
  officials	
  up	
  and	
  down	
  the	
  state	
  
are	
  starting	
  to	
  take	
  measures	
  that	
  reduce	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  climate	
  change	
  at	
  local	
  
levels.	
  Adaptation	
  doesn’t	
  require	
  large-­‐scale	
  governmental	
  support,	
  and	
  can	
  serve	
  
as	
  a	
  test	
  case	
  for	
  larger	
  projects	
  that	
  build	
  a	
  more	
  resilient	
  California.	
  

“California	
  is	
  setting	
  the	
  agenda	
  for	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  country	
  to	
  follow,”	
  said	
  Norman	
  
Miller,	
  a	
  UC	
  Berkeley	
  climate	
  scientist	
  and	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Intergovernmental	
  Panel	
  
on	
  Climate	
  Change.	
  “These	
  things	
  take	
  time	
  to	
  propagate	
  across	
  the	
  country.”	
  

This	
  story	
  is	
  about	
  those	
  efforts	
  –	
  stretching	
  already	
  thin	
  water	
  resources,	
  breeding	
  
plants	
  that	
  thrive	
  in	
  warmer	
  weather,	
  allowing	
  smaller	
  fires	
  to	
  prevent	
  catastrophic	
  
wildfires	
  and	
  building	
  natural	
  barriers	
  against	
  surging	
  seas.	
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