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Kit. The Kit is being developed by the Critical Thinking 
Consortium (www.tc2.ca), a non-governmental organization 
comprised of boards of education, professional associations, 
and universities. Each module contains lesson materials, class-
room activities, links to articles, photographs, graphs, and data 
and is aimed at the intermediate and secondary (grades seven 
to twelve) level. The first five modules focus on population 
change, aging, the family, immigration, and the native popula-
tion. The remaining modules will cover work, employment and 
education, ethnic origins and visible minorities, and earnings 
and income. Each module is available in HTML or PDF and 
all may be found from the main page (www12.statcan.ca/ 
english/census06/teacherskit/index.cfm). A number of other 
lesson kits and lesson plans are also available covering such top-
ics as the environment, social trends, and agriculture (www 
.statcan.ca/english/kits/kits.htm). They are targeted toward the 
elementary, intermediate, and secondary school levels. 

Over the summer, the final versions of a number of 2006 
Census Reference Guides were released. The guides contain defi-
nitions and explanations on census concepts, data quality, and 
importantly, historical comparability. Eleven such reports have 
been released to date, starting with the Families Reference Guide 
released in October 2007. The most recent, the Education 
Reference Guide, came out in August 2008. 

On a related note, mention should be made of one highly 
useful resource. Constructing time series of truly comparable 
statistics can, at times, be a difficult task. Apart from meth-
odology and concepts, there remains the question of whether 
or not the numbers actually exist. Simply put, if the question 
was not asked, the numbers will not be there. Laine Ruus, data 
librarian at the University of Toronto, maintains a highly useful 
guide to Canadian census questions asked since Confederation, 
which contains, in tabular format, a list of all questions asked 
since 1951 (www.chass.utoronto.ca/datalib/censusq.htm). The 
table indicates the censuses in which they were asked and when 
they were first asked going back to 1871, thus providing users 
with quick and easy access to the contents of censuses over a 
period of time.

In March, Statistics Canada launched the Canada Yearbook 
Historical Collection making available, free of charge, year-
books published between 1867 and 1967. Historical texts, 
tables, charts, and maps are included and the collection is 
supplemented by learning resources for students and teach-
ers. The individual yearbooks are available in PDF and the 
collection includes the eighty-seven English and seventy-two 
French editions issued over the one hundred years since the 
Confederation. Separate gateways exist for the English and 
French collections (www65.statcan.gc.ca/acyb_r000-eng.htm 

and www65.statcan.gc.ca/acyb_r000-fra.htm, respectively).

Web Guides

There is at present no comprehensive guide to Canadian gov-
ernment information similar to those provided for Americans 
at institutions such as the University of Michigan or by profes-
sional associations such as GODORT’s Federal Documents 
Task Force. However, many specialized guides do exist that, 
if taken together, might serve the same purpose as their more 
comprehensive counterparts south of the border. Sherry 
Smugler of the University of Toronto has produced an excel-
lent resource entitled Canadian Parliamentary Publications: A 
Research Guide (link.library.utoronto.ca/MyUTL/guides/index 
.cfm?guide=parl). Though not a guide to the workings of 
Parliament as such, it does enumerate Parliamentary pub-
lications and places them in a context that makes it easy to 
understand the legislative process. To my mind, it is at pres-
ent the best such guide and would be useful to bookmark. A 
more process-oriented guide, taking the form of a tutorial, is 
being revised for the government information students at the 
University of Toronto’s Faculty of Information. It will be fea-
tured and discussed in the next column. 

State and Local 
Documents Roundup

Bountiful Harvest: Batch Searching 
and Distribution of Electronic State 
Document MARC Records
Rebecca Culbertson, Annelise Sklar, and  
Donal O’Sullivan

Time wasted is time lost. What better way to make use of a 
document cataloger’s time than to automate the searching pro-
cess in OCLC? This is what we are doing at the University of 
California (UC) San Diego. The key component of this strat-
egy is the up: search command in OCLC. This command only 
became available to OCLC Connexion users in April 2008 and 
has remained largely undiscovered.

Until July 2008, the UC Shared Cataloging Program 
(SCP) cataloged online California state documents for all ten 
UC campuses. While most of the cataloging was value-added 
copy cataloging, it still required a significant amount of time to 
find new documents on each website on the government infor-
mation librarians’s list of priority agencies. Some of this time 
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has been put to better use by subscribing to agency RSS feeds 
and e-mail lists. 

Another solution developed by SCP staff involves batch 
searching OCLC Connexion for MARC records, downloading 
to a local save file, and then exporting to the library catalog. 
While the process does not retrieve every online state docu-
ment cataloged in OCLC in a given time period, it does allow 
a library to capture a good portion of very current online state 
documents cataloging with minimal effort—assuming that 
someone out there is doing the original cataloging.

In this algorithm, two searches are performed: one for 
records cataloged by the California State Library, and one for 
records cataloged by all other libraries. Each search looks for 
records with specific attributes (for example, material type 
online and material type state government publication) that 
have been updated in a particular month. Once the records are 
downloaded to local Connexion files libraries might choose 
to add permanent URLs, harvest the documents for an online 
archive, or send the list to the appropriate bibliographer for 
review. The records can then be batch-exported to the inte-
grated library system using a combination of macros. OCLC 
has a number of such macros; optionally, it is very helpful to 
use a repeat-loop macro program. 

The following procedure was tailor-made to search for 
California state document MARC records but it is easily 
adaptable to other states by replacing state-specific informa-
tion. Smaller states could possibly do one search that would 
get everything at once. Public services librarians take note; it is 
time to pass this article to your cataloger.

Preparation1. 
In OCLC Connexion, create two local save a. 
files—one for newly created records and the other 
for updated records. The updated records may be 
handled a little differently than the new.
Create Connexion macros that will not only b. 
apply the constant data used by your institution 
but will also allow for certain cataloging incon-
sistencies. For example, some records have a 007 
field and some do not. It is possible to do this 
work using constant data records alone, but this 
does have the potential of adding unnecessary 
duplicate fields (and creating more work for the 
cataloger). For UC, SCP developed macros to 
add the appropriate 793 0 local title fields, 949 
fields for item and bibliographic records, and a 
936 field for tracking purposes (e.g. 936 CalDocs 
200807).

Optionally, create separate repeat-loop macros c. 
(UC San Diego uses MacroExpress) to enable the 
cataloger to input how many times they want the 
Connexion macros to repeat.

Searching2. 
There are two searches to be done in Connexion. a. 
The first gathers all records that have either been 
newly input or updated by the California State 
Library; the second gathers records from all other 
cataloging institutions during the same time 
period.
i.    mt:url and cs=cax and mt:sgp and 

up:200807??
This search string retrieves records that con-
tain a URL, were cataloged by the California 
State Library (040 CAX), have a GPub code 
“s” and were entered or updated during July 
2008.

ii.   mt:url not cs=cax and mt:sgp and 
pl:Sacramento and ll:eng and up:200807??
This search string is a bit more complex but 
retrieves records of online state documents 
published in Sacramento and not cataloged 
by the California State Library. Limiting to 
documents published in Sacramento elimi-
nates documents published by other states. 
Additional searches can be done on other 
common cities of publication within a state. 
The ll:eng code limits the catalog record 
language to English (i.e., excludes parallel 
records), though the document itself could be 
in any language.

The resulting records from both of these searches b. 
are initially saved to the new save file.

 3. New records
In the a. new save file, sort the records by OCLC 
number so that the records are listed in ascending 
order, i.e., the lowest OCLC number is first.
Starting from the top of the list and moving b. 
downwards, identify the first OCLC record where 
the ENTERED date matches the month that you 
are searching. Every record prior to this on the list 
should then be moved to the updated save file.
Sort results by c. title, giving a cursory glance to 
make sure there are no records that should not be 
there. If you find differing format records with 
the same 856 field, delete one of the records (for 
UC, priority order is: online, print, CD-ROM).



DttP: Documents to the People     Winter  2008 11

Tech Watch

Sort results by d. format and highlight all books.
Apply the repeat-loop macro which in turn e. 
applies the Connexion macro adding whatever 
local information is required.
Batch export the records to the local ILS using f. 
another MacroExpress macro.

It should be noted that after a detailed examination of 
the updated records from July 2008, we judged the changes 
in the monographic records to be reasonably innocuous and 
as such could be included in the batch process. Records that 
have appeared before will show up with the “held” symbol if 
you have attached your library holdings to the records as you 
go along. Serials and databases, on the other hand, as is their 
nature, remain problematic and will have to be dealt with on a 
one-by-one basis.

As mentioned previously, before loading records into the 
catalog, some libraries might want to add persistent URLs 
(BibPURLs) or deposit copies into an online archive and use 
those links. In some cases, government information bibliogra-
phers might want to take a look at the records and select only 
those that meet their collection criteria. Once items have been 
exported into the local ILS, post-cataloging processing can be 
completed as usual.

Rebecca Culbertson, Shared Cataloging Program, 
California Digital Library, rculbertson@ucsd.edu. 
Annelise Sklar, Librarian for Political Science, Law & 
Society, and State, Local, & International Documents, 
University of California, San Diego, asklar@ucsd.edu. 
Donal O’Sullivan, Electronic Resources Cataloger, 
Shared Cataloging Program, California Digital Library, 
dosullivan@ucsd.edu.

Tech Watch

Twittering Away the Day
Amy West

Twitter is an account-based microblogging service. You publish 
updates of 140 characters or fewer and find others to follow 
as well as having them follow you. Updates are public unless 
you use a specific command, although a public update can be 
directed at another user.

You send an update that will show up in the Twitter view 

of anyone who follows you and any public searches of Twitter. 
As you begin to follow other Twitter users, you will see their 
general updates and their updates directed at specific users. To 
direct an update to specific user, type “@username” in your 
post (figure 1).

These screenshots were taken from Twitter on the web, 
but you can interact with Twitter from a variety of other tools. 
Twirl is a very powerful and popular desktop client for Twitter 
and Twitterfox is a popular Firefox browser plugin for view-
ing Twitter activity. For an extensive list of links to the Twitter 
applications mentioned in this column, see mashable.com/ 
2008/05/24/14-more-twitter-tools.

Twitter can also be used to broadcast RSS feeds, mak-
ing it an effective mechanism for keeping up-to-date. Free 
Government Information (FGI) uses it to share feeds (see  
figure 2).

What’s nice about Twitter is that even though I haven’t 
directly participated in any of these instances, I can still benefit 
from my colleagues’s conversations, as well the feeds they share. 
That one can get something out of Twitter without having 

Figure 1. Directing an Update

Figure 2. Sharing Feeds




