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Michael Lee

Ghost	Break	Dance

for

Violin	and	Violoncello

*This is not a concerto. The piano acts as an accompaniment to the strings.                                                      *This is not a concerto. The piano acts as an accompaniment to the strings.                                                      



About this work:

Knowing that Petrushka would be on the program when premiered/performed in September by Ensemble

ARI, I wanted the story and rhythmic elements of  Stravinsky's Petrushka to have some influence to the

motives, human themes, and dance elements in Ghost Break Dance.

The rhythm and satirically composed themes in Petrushka are what energized the subtitles and dance

elements in Ghost Break Dance. However, the story, although many times satirical, joyful, and humorous,

touches upon some complex human themes. 

The four movements in my duo are arguably independent of  each other, individually touching upon the

human emotions satirically presented in Stravinsky's ballet masterpiece. On a tangent, Ghost Break Dance is

an adieu, not to the puppet, but to the spirit, the "Ghost" of  Petrushka that comes back to face his maker,

and that still lives with us today in concert music. 

The final movement, Fire and Fury, is arguably the most complex and structurally dissonant, and at times,

"atonal" segment. The music develops to less dissonance, and finally ends on a powerful C major chord,

questionably, to give the listener a sense of  hope and optimism.
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Michael Lee (May 2019, Los Angeles, CA)

I.	Sa�re	and	Mockery:	Ghost	Meets	His	Magician

Ghost	Break	Dance	

for Violin and Violoncello

Commissioned by and written for Ensemble ARI / Dedicated to my brother, James
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