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CHARACTERS: 

    THEO KADMUSS -- 30s, male.  Conservative, rigid. 

    DIANA -- 30s, female.  Wild and mysterious, part   
    warrior-hippie, part burlesque-priestess. 

    CARY KADMUSS -- 17, female.  Innocent, curious. 

    CHAD -- 18, male.  Big heart, a football star. 

    ABNER -- 40s, male.  Dutiful cop.  

    DARCY -- 20s, male.  Dim-witted cop. 

    THE HYSTERICALS -- 5 actors, various ages and   
    heritages, mostly female.  Sexy, neo-pagan-hippie   
    followers of Diana.  Musical, emotional, sensual, highly  
    physical 

    TOWNSPEOPLE -- various. 

 

SETTING:  Inside and outside the conservative city of Midville, present day. 

 

PLAYWRIGHT’S NOTES:  

 The Hystericals are intended to function as a chorus and in many ways are the heart of 
this play. Their lines are meant to be spoken as a group, but should be rhythmic and fluid, 
with a unified delivery of unique individual voices blending together.   

Occasionally, one or two Hystericals have an individual line as indicated by “Hysterical 
#1” and “Hysterical #2,”  etc., and should be assigned ahead of time to a single speaker, 
as desired.  

The word, “eloi” is pronounced ee-loy and should be delivered as an ululation of praise. 
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SCENE ONE:

Sound of a sheep braying in the darkness.

Lights up.  Dusk.  A forest.

DIANA and her HYSTERICALS form a tight circle 
center stage.  They chant quietly, rocking and swaying to 
the drumming, their bodies naturally overlapping.  

They all wear masks and white sheets wrapped like togas.

The pace of their ritual chanting builds until....

Diana rises from the mass.  She raises a large wooden 
staff topped with a pinecone and sprigs of evergreen to the 
sky.

DIANA
Goddess, we have arrived!  Here in this divine forest, our journey to the center of 
your living heart is complete!  We welcome You in love; we are complete with 
You within.  May the trees, the rocks, the divine dirt at our feet embrace us, 
support us, guide us in our ecstatic mission.  As the sun sets on this dying world 
of men, may the feminine divine enter and uplift us all!

HYSTERICALS
She is we, we are She!  Praise Her! 

Diana raises a large knife.  Sound of a braying sheep.

DIANA
May the Goddess accept this sacrifice and grant that we may flourish!  May Her strength 
soar as we release this spirit back to Her embrace forevermore!

HYSTERICALS
Forever, forever, forevermore!

The Hystericals chant again.  The sheep brays.  
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DIANA
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

HYSTERICALS
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

Diana plunges the knife into the sheep’s heart.

The Hystericals break apart, dancing and twirling in a 
frenzy brought on by the kill.  

Diana removes her bloody sheet toga and drapes it over 
the animal’s body.

Diana watches the Hystericals dance for several beats, as if 
in a drunken daze.  Then, finally...

DIANA
Hystericals, come!

The Hystericals collect and collapse into a giggly cuddle-
pile around Diana’s feet, hugging and caressing each 
other.  All of their togas are spattered with blood.  

DIANA
We have traveled a great distance, both on foot and in our hearts and minds.  We have 
tripped with the spirit of the Goddess and drunk of her lifeblood.  Now...relax, release, 
shhh now, do you know where we are?

HYSTERICAL #1
The spirit world!

HYSTERICAL #2
Our forest home forevermore!

HYSTERICAL #3
Wherever we go, there we are!

All laugh.

DIANA
We sit poised on the outskirts of Midville.  The sweet city of my birth, the bitter city of my 
shame.  
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This is where the Goddess first arrived in my life and challenged me to come to Her on my 
own, when I needed Her the most.  The poor people who live here are in dire need of us.  
Lost in their mind-delusions of the sky-father-god, their hearts are closed to riches of the 
Goddess.  She directs us to show them the way, to act on Her behalf.  Shall we go there 
and deliver them from themselves?  

HYSTERICALS
Yes!  Wait.  Now?  Please?

DIANA
(laughs)

Tonight we revel in each other, dear ones.  Let us build a fire, dine on the wine and meat 
the Goddess has provided, and love on each other through the night, gratitude on our lips 
and fingertips.  Tomorrow, with the rising sun at our backs, we will show them.  Their 
eyes will be opened to Her immanent power!

HYSTERICALS
Show them, teach them!  Praise Her!  All-one!  All-one!

DIANA
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

HYSTERICALS
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

Diana and the Hystericals writhe together in a loving pile.

Lights down.
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SCENE TWO:

Lights up.

Kenney Field, Midville High’s football stadium.  A set of 
bleachers upstage beneath a scoreboard.  

Crowd noise, a marching band plays in the distance.  

Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Diaz sit on the bleachers and chat 
with a small group of conservatively dressed townspeople.

Theo enters, dressed in a suit, shaking hands with some 
members of the audience.  

He is followed closely by two cops, Abner and Darcy.

THEO
Okay boys, let’s go over it again so I’m sure you understand.  I don’t expect any problems, 
but any time you get a bunch of people in a crowd, you never know what could happen.

ABNER
The perimeter is locked down, sir.  Only one way in and one way out.  

THEO
And where will you be?

ABNER
At the front gate with Darcy here, ready to spring into action at the slightest sign from you.  

THEO
Great.  And you Darcy, what’s your job?

DARCY
Do whatever Abner says.

THEO
Good boy.

DARCY
Anything goes wrong sir, we’ll be on it like that.
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Darcy tries to snap his fingers but fails.

THEO
Nothing can go wrong.  Midville’s annual homecoming is a long and glorious tradition.  
These people have high expectations for our success.

ABNER
Of course, sir.  You can count on us.

THEO
That’s what I pay you for.  Darcy?

DARCY
Homecoming.  Control.  Got it, sir.

THEO
And after the parade?

ABNER
We’ll have a DUI checkpoint on the road out of town.

THEO
We can’t stop everyone from drinking and driving, but those who do will pay into the city 
coffers, by God.

DARCY
You got this, sir.

ABNER
I see flashes of your father in you already.

THEO
I’m just trying to live up to his memory.  

ABNER
He was the best mayor we ever had.  Except for you, of course!

THEO
It’s good to know you boys have my back.  
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DARCY
And your front, and your sides, and your head, and--

Abner smacks Darcy in the shoulder to silence him.

THEO
Before you head to your posts, I just have one last question.

ABNER
Shoot, boss.

THEO
You guys are locked and loaded, right?  

ABNER
Yes, sir!  City ordinance number C dash 42 dash 19 requires all officers of the law to--

THEO
I know the law, Abner!

DARCY
We are ready to whip ‘em out whenever we need to.

ABNER
Yeah, we just got together last night to clean ‘em and oil ‘em up special for today.  Had 
some beers, some laughs.  Darcy here started sharing about his mom’s--

THEO
Please.  As much as you obviously love oiling your guns together, let’s hope you don’t 
have to “whip them out,” okay?

DARCY AND ABNER
(dejected)

Yes, sir.

THEO
Good boys.  Off you go.  This crowd is getting antsy.

Abner and Darcy exit.  

Theo climbs up onto the bleachers, shaking hands with the 
townspeople.  Mrs. Johnson tries really hard to shake his 
hand but he ignores her and approaches the microphone.
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The crowd noise settles down and the marching band 
stops playing.

THEO
Test, test.  Hello?  Is it on?  Yes?  Okay...  Hello people of Midville and welcome to our 
64th annual homecoming celebration!  

Sound of applause from the crowd as the marching band 
fades out.

THEO
As your mayor, I am proud to shepherd my flock like my father and his father before him.  
With God’s help, Midville will remain the bastion of morality it always has been.  

Mrs. Johnson wildly applauds all by herself.

THEO
As you all know, my father’s sudden death was difficult, but knowing you are all praying 
for me has made it easier.  I am sure he is next to God in heaven right now, smiling down 
on all of us.  Let’s hope he’s smiling on my re-election in a few weeks too!

The crowd laughs.

THEO
And now the moment you’ve all been clamoring for!  Time to introduce your very own 
homecoming King and Queen!  First, he’s Midville High’s All-star quarterback, leading 
the state in overall passing and rushing yards.  He’s handsome too, ladies, which makes 
him a triple threat!  Please welcome, Chad Dimmerly!

Chad enters, mucking it up for the audience.  A crown sits 
on his head and he wears a pink sash over his blue football 
jersey that reads, “King.”  

Applause and the marching band kicks in.  

Chad makes his way to the microphone.

THEO
Ready for the big game tomorrow, son?  

CHAD
Yep!

7



THEO
I pray you can handle the pressure.  We’ve all got a lot riding on you.

CHAD
Yep!

THEO
Good thing you don’t have to do any public speaking on the field. 

(covers microphone, to Chad)
Your line!

CHAD
(posturing)

Right!  Uh, we’re going to kill Highland and send ‘em crying to their mommies! 

THEO
Well, by the grace of God, you will.  Based on his performance, I’ve taken the liberty of 
inviting some high-profile scouts to tomorrow’s game.  Before we know it, Midville’s 
finest will be playing college ball on TVs across the nation!  

More applause.  Chad sits, waving to the crowd.

THEO
Now please give a warm welcome to your beautiful homecoming queen, the perfect vision 
of womanhood and my very own lovely daughter, Cary Kadmuss!

The crowd goes wild.

Cary enters.  She wears a pink, vintage formal dress and 
high heels, a tiara, and a blue sash that reads, “Queen.”  
Her hair is perfect in a complicated up-do.  She waves to 
the crowd and walks to the mic.

THEO
Say hello to the good people, love!

CARY
(stilted)

Thank you, father!  I am delighted that you chose me to be your queen and will do 
everything I can to bear the responsibility with grace.  
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As I stand here in this dress, my mother’s dress from her high school days, those happy 
times before she passed into heaven, I am reminded of how short life is, and how we must 
enjoy the blessings we have now.  

THEO
Well said, well said!  Now--

CARY
And one of my many blessings is Chad here.  As many of you know, we have been dating 
for over two whole months, and we are madly in love.  In fact, the other night--

THEO
(covers mic)

Stick to the script, Cary!  
(into the mic)

Uh, come give her a kiss, Chad.  We’d all love to see it, I’m sure!

Chad crosses to Cary and moves in for a kiss.

THEO
(to Chad, off mic)

Just a peck now.  Wouldn’t want to give everyone the wrong idea.

Chad kisses Cary lightly on the cheek.  The crowd claps 
and cheers.

THEO
Great, great!  Such perfect young love...  Okay everybody--  

Cary takes the mic back from her father.

CARY
In fact, because life is short, I need to apologize to Chad right now.  Obviously I made you 
uncomfortable, or wasn’t attractive enough, and that’s why you couldn’t perform that 
night.  I promise to try harder to please you--

Theo grabs the mic from her.

THEO
Uh, haha, she’s talking about his performance on the field, folks...

CARY
No, I’m not!
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CHAD
Can we please talk about this after the parade!?

THEO
(covers mic)

Sit down, young lady!   You too, mister.  I don’t know what this is about, but we will 
discuss this later.

Cary is obviously upset, but sits next to Chad.

Sound of drums approaching, quietly at first.

THEO
Okay, okay...before we get the parade started, which can’t come soon enough, everyone 
please bow your heads in prayer.  Dear Lord, we pale before your awesome and 
everlasting power and offer our deepest gratitude for our sweet little oasis of Midville. 
Thank you for this fine sunshine today.  Thank you for watching over us and keeping us 
safe from sin and temptation.   And thank you for our football team and our magnificent 
quarterback.  Today, we ask that you lend them your strength so they can destroy Highland 
and take...

Theo trails off.  

Diana enters at the head of an Hysterical procession that 
beats a drum behind her, waving her staff as if a drum 
major for a marching band.  They are festive, dancing, 
holding flowers.

DIANA
Hello, Midville!

THEO
No, no, no!  What is this?  The parade is supposed to start after my prayer!

Diana takes center stage, signals the Hystericals to stop, 
and all becomes quiet.

DIANA
All these long years I’ve been away, and you haven’t changed a bit.  You called me mad.  
You called me slut.  But I have returned to show you how I have triumphed in my exile.  
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THEO
How the hell did they get in here?

DIANA
Oh, what I have learned!  I will show you how misguided your poor faith, how destructive 
your path, right down to the last man.  And I will transform you all with a kind of love you 
can’t even imagine!  This is Her time.  She is returning, wonderful and terrible, ready or 
not.  She is me and I am Her.  And we are her happy harbingers.  Prepare to be delivered!

THEO
My God...Diana?

CARY
Daddy, what’s happening?

THEO
It can’t be.

CHAD
This is the best parade I’ve ever seen!

DIANA
Your father God in the sky is a dusty relic and a tyrant.   Bow down no longer!  Lift up 
your hearts from fear and shame and welcome the spirit of love into your life!

The Hystericals pass out flowers to the audience.

CARY
(to Theo)

Who is that?

THEO
Nobody.  Stay where you are.  Abner!  Darcy!  Where are you?

Theo exits, looking for the cops.

DIANA
We offer a way of love that triumphs over death!  A way of power welling up from within!  
A way of joyous sex and healthy life lived in the now!  

CHAD
Did she say sex?

11



CARY
I think she did!

The Hystericals pull an Hysterical in a suit from where he 
is sitting in the audience. 

DIANA
First I will strip off the lies in which you clothe themselves!  Drop the lies of your fathers 
and the scars they leave.  Crack the empty shell of your faith and free your true everlasting 
selves!

The Hystericals strip him down to his true Hysterical garb.

DIANA
Then I will connect you to your divinity within...

The Hystericals grope the now-stripped Hysterical who 
laughs in ecstasy...

HYSTERICALS
Body divine, body electric!

DIANA
And finally, in an act of great celebration, I will join all of you together inside the living, 
beating heart of the Goddess!  

HYSTERICALS
All together, all One!  Let it begin, let it begin!

The Hystericals fall into another orgiastic cuddle pile.

A few of the townspeople become very curious, taking a 
few steps forward...

Theo enters with Abner and Darcy, and all are stunned to 
hear:

DIANA
Our father who art in heaven, muddied be thy name!  Thy kingdom gone, we will have fun, 
on earth, which is also heaven!  Let all this day get dazzling head, and forgive us our great 
asses, as we accept those with no ass to speak of.  And let us walk straight into temptation, 
once imagined to be evil.  AMEN!
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THEO
Put a stop to this, now!

Abner and Darcy draw their guns and run toward the 
Hystericals.

ABNER
You’re all under arrest!  

DIANA
For what?

ABNER
Public indecency.  Demonstrating without a permit.  And, uh, trespassing!

DARCY
Yeah!

Diana points her staff at the cops.

DIANA
You trespass the spirit of the Goddess!

ABNER
Lay down your weapons!

DIANA
Lay down your judgment!

DARCY
You call that a weapon, Abbie!?

ABNER
Shut up, Darcy!

DIANA
Hystericals, scatter!  

The Hystericals begin to run in all directions, laughing and 
enjoying themselves.  They taunt and flirt with the cops.

ABNER
Stop!
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Diana and the Hystericals don’t stop.  Abner fires his gun 
in the air.  Cary screams.  Chad tries to shield her.  

The townspeople scatter, running off.

THEO
Cary!

Theo runs for his daughter and grabs her, pulling her off. 

CARY
No, Dad!  I want to see!

THEO
It’s not safe!

Theo exits with Cary in tow.  Chad watches in amazement 
for a while, then runs off after them.  

Abner and Darcy each chase Hystericals around, never 
quite catching any.  All exit except Diana.

Diana begins to spin, tracing her staff in a 
counterclockwise circle.

DIANA
 Goddess, strip them all down to nothing!  

Diana strolls off laughing to herself.

Blackout.
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SCENE THREE:

Lights up on Kenney Field.

Theo enters cautiously with Cary in tow.

Cary stumbles in her heels.

CARY
Dad, wait!  My shoe!

THEO
I can’t believe you haven’t learned how to walk in those things by now.

CARY
Would you like to try?

THEO
Hurry up now, we have to get you home.

CARY
Wasn’t that exciting?  All that dancing and that woman with the staff?  Totally in charge.  
Where did she come from?

THEO
You need to answer my questions about your little outburst on the microphone just now.

CARY
Ooh, maybe it’s some kind of delightful circus!

THEO
A circus is wholesome entertainment.  That was pornography.

CARY
Oh please, I’ve seen some por--

THEO
What?  

CARY
Nothing, Daddy.
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THEO
They’re trouble-makers, gyrating in their underwear in public. And they ruined my big day.  
They’ll all be in custody before the day is through.

CARY
But that woman.  You knew her.

THEO
No I didn’t.  Now come on before they find us.

CARY
You did!  I heard you say her name. 

THEO
It’s not appropriate knowledge for little girls.

CARY
You can’t keep me locked down forever, Daddy.

THEO
Until you are eighteen and legally a grown woman, you will do as I say.  As long as you 
live in my house, you will follow my rules.  

An Hysterical runs across the stage, laughing, pursued by 
an exhausted Darcy.

Theo tries to shield Cary from the sight of them.

CARY
What if I run away from your house?  

THEO
Ha!  You wouldn’t make it ten feet.

CARY
You think I can’t?

THEO
You are ill-equipped for the world at large. 
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CARY
And whose fault is that?  Maybe I want to ride motorcycles, get tattoos, or smoke some 
drugs!

THEO
You’re not that kind of girl.

CARY
Maybe I’ve changed.  Grown up.

THEO
Overnight?

CARY
Yes.  Why not?

THEO
What’s that supposed to mean?

CARY
Nothing.  You wouldn’t understand.

THEO
Look honey, baby...  I’m trying the best I can here.  You know I’m alone in this, always 
have been.  And you’re right, I don’t understand what it’s like to be a young girl, on the 
verge of blossoming into womanhood.  But I do know a lot about living life, and about 
making mistakes, despite what you think.  And God willing, I will do whatever’s 
necessary to have you make as few as possible.

CARY
What mistakes are you talking about?

THEO
You know, with your hormones.  I’m sure you are starting to have certain unholy...desires.

CARY
So?  Why are they unholy, or mistakes?

THEO
Sex is holy when it’s meant for procreation. That’s final.  And this is not the time or place 
to talk about this.
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CARY
Tell me who that woman was.

THEO
Stop asking me questions!

Cary picks up the hem of her dress and finds the seam.

CARY
Tell me, or I rip this dress to shreds.

THEO
That’s the only memory I have of your mother!

CARY
It’ll be as dead as she is then!

THEO
What’s gotten into you?  Have you not been saying your prayers?

CARY
Tell me.

THEO
No!

Cary rips the dress a little.

THEO
Stop!

CARY
I knew it.  You care more about this rag than me!

THEO
That’s not true!

Cary rips the dress a little more.

THEO
Alright!  Fine, I’ll tell you.

Cary drops the dress.
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THEO
That woman today...  She’s from Midville, but went crazy.  It was a long time ago.  

CARY
Why would you keep that a secret?

THEO
You saw her.  She does the devil’s work.  

CARY
Where has she been?

THEO
I don’t know.  I thought she was dead.

CARY
What happened?

THEO
It’s a long story.

CARY
Do you think I can’t handle it?

THEO
I know you can’t.

Abner enters, out of breath.

ABNER
Sir!  Mr. Mayor, sir!

THEO
You better have good news for me, Abner...

ABNER
Sir, there’s too many of ‘em!  We’re overrun!  

THEO
No!

ABNER
Hey, Cary.
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CARY
Hi, Abner.  Dad, what drove her crazy, aside from growing up in Midville? 

THEO
How many have you caught?

ABNER
Um.  None, sir.

THEO
What!?  What do I pay you for?

CARY
Dad!

THEO
(to Cary)

What?  I don’t know!  I don’t remember!

CARY
You’re lying again.

ABNER
Sir, we yell stop, threaten ‘em, but they just keep going.  They turn corners and disappear 
into the trees and bushes, like magic.  Never seen anything like it.

THEO
No respect for the law.

ABNER
None, sir.

THEO
Perhaps you need to show them less respect, Chief.

CARY
What about me?

THEO
What about you!?

CARY
Maybe I’ll go crazy too...start dancing in the street in my underwear...
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THEO
My God...she’s getting ideas.  I have to put a stop to this.

ABNER
There’s somethin’ else, sir.

THEO
What!?

ABNER
St. Paul’s on Third.  Somebody’s splashed paint all over it.  It’s pink now, sir.

THEO
Blasphemy.  Keep a strict account of their offenses.  We capture just one of the bastards, I 
will prosecute them to death.  But I want that woman.

ABNER
Yes, sir.  Bastards and the woman, got it.

CARY
What if I go to her and ask her what the story is, since you won’t tell me?

THEO
You will do no such thing!

CARY
But why?

THEO
Are you strong enough to resist her temptation?  I don’t think so.  Now please, I have to 
take care of business here.

Cary takes off her sash and crown.

CARY
Like you’ve taken care of me?  You just want to squash all the life out this town, just like 
Grandpa squashed it out of you!  I won’t let you do it anymore.  Not to me.

She throws the sash and crown at Theo’s feet.  He picks 
them up.
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THEO
Cary, you know the job I have to do.  All of Midville is counting--

CARY
You want me to be your perfect little girl, but I’m not, I’m not!

Cary takes off her heels and throws them at Theo and 
Abner.  They dodge.

THEO
What is this now? 

ABNER
Uh, sir?  You want me to restrain her?

THEO
No!

(to Cary)
What are you talking about?  What’s wrong?

CARY
According to you and your Bible, I’m already going to hell.

THEO
Honey, please, you’re perfect.  There’s no reason for that.  

CARY
Chad and I.

THEO
Wait, what!?

CARY
It was my idea, and I liked it!  I’d do it again too!

THEO
I’ll kill him!

ABNER
Hoo boy.

22



THEO
How could you do this to me?  Aren’t you ashamed?

CARY
Why because some dusty old book tells me so?

THEO
It is the book.  After all I’ve done to keep you safe!

CARY
This isn’t about you, Dad!

ABNER
Sir, I’ll just move along then...

THEO
You are coming to confession with me tomorrow.  Your eternal soul has to be purified 
now, on top of everything else!  Damn it all.  

CARY
My soul is just fine!  It’s mine.  Mine!

An Hysterical runs across the stage again in another 
direction, gives them all a raspberry, and runs off again.

THEO
Abner, go get him!  

Abner starts to run, Theo stops him.

THEO
Wait!  Find out where they are headed, where their home base is.

Abner starts to run, Theo stops him.

THEO
They’re messing with the wrong man.

ABNER
Yes, sir.
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CARY
Goodbye, Daddy.

Cary exits, running.  

THEO
Cary!  Come back here right now or you’ll be sorry!

ABNER
(shouts)

Love the dress, Cary!

A beat.

THEO
What are you still doing here?

ABNER
Sorry, sir.

Abner exits.

THEO
Cary!  Cary!

Theo exits after Cary.

Chad enters, talking on his cell phone.

CHAD
You think I’d be better off without her?...But I really like her...No, we’re going to talk 
about it today...I hope so...We’ll see...I’ll catch you later at practice, dude, she’s here. 

Chad hangs up.

Cary enters.

CARY
Chad!  Thank God I found you.  The craziest thing just happened.

Cary throws herself at Chad, hugging his chest.
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CHAD
Haha, I know, I was there too.

CARY
No, after that, my Dad he--  I can’t believe I spoke to him that way.  Something just came 
over me.  I just needed to--

CHAD
What did you say?

CARY
It slipped.  He knows.

CHAD
You told him?  Jesus, Cary, why?  

CARY
It’s my life, okay?  My body.

CHAD
Don’t you realize what this means?  He’s going to kill me.  Like, literally dead.  He’s got 
guns.

CARY
He’s more mad at me than anything.

THEO
(off stage)

Cary!  Cary, come back!  Where are you going?

CHAD
Shit, is that him?

CARY
Stand up to him?

CHAD
And what are you going to do?

CARY
Hide.
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Cary hides.  Theo enters.

THEO
Well, there’s the little prick now...

CHAD
Hey-y, Mr. Kadmuss...

THEO
Have you seen Cary?  She was right in front of me.

CHAD
No, I haven’t seen her since the parade went south.

THEO
I know what you did to her.  You drove her to this.  

CHAD
Um, what did I do?

THEO
One night of sin with you and now she wants to take drugs in her underwear!  I’m holding 
you personally responsible.

CHAD
It was her idea!

THEO
So you admit it!  Boys your age only think about one thing.  Never once did you consider 
how I would feel!  You didn’t exactly try to dissuade her, did you? 

CHAD
No, sir.    

THEO
And now I can’t have my daughter’s virginity back, can I?  You’re going to find her.  
You’re going to bring her back to me so I can set her straight.  And then you two lovebirds 
are going to get married, a.s.a.p., as is right and proper under the laws of the church.  Like 
it or not, bucky-boy, you’re my son-in-law now.
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CHAD
Um, she and I aren’t exactly in the best place right now.  That night was really weird, and--

THEO
I don’t want to hear it.  You’re an adult.  You made this happen, now deal with it.

CHAD
Aw, jeez.  But what about school?  College ball?

THEO
Play better than ever.  You’ll have a wife to take care of.

CHAD
I don’t think I’m ready for that, Mr. Kadmuss.

THEO
You were ready enough to stick your pecker where it didn’t belong!  

CHAD
How am I supposed to know where to find her?

THEO
I have reason to suspect she went in search of that cult.  

CHAD
Oh she’d never do that!

THEO
You know her better than I do?

CHAD
Maybe.

THEO
Midville might be facing a challenge at the moment, but I am not blind.  I will not have my 
daughter’s whole life ruined by one very poor choice.  She is on unstable ground with God 
right now, and you should be ashamed of yourself if you let her fall further into sin.  You 
will find her, even if she has gone to that woman, and bring her back to me, you 
understand?

CHAD
And if I refuse?  If I let her be?
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THEO
You’ll spend your college years slingin’ burgers instead of pigskins.

CHAD
You’re threatening me?

THEO
You doubt my sincerity?

CHAD
No, sir.

THEO
Good boy.  Call my office as soon as you locate her.  Oh, and see what you can find out 
about the cult while you’re at it.  I’ll need all the information I can get if I’m going to take 
them down.

CHAD
Whatever.

THEO
Is that a yes?

CHAD
Sure.

THEO
And Chad?  You better pray to God she’s not pregnant.  

Theo exits.

Chad hangs his head.

Cary enters.

CARY
Glad we used a condom!

CHAD
What are we going to do?  We can’t get married!

CARY
You’re a great guy, Chad, but I’m not ready for that.
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CHAD
Whew, me either.  Ugh, if I had known all this bullshit was going to happen, I never would 
have done it.

CARY
Was I that bad?

CHAD
No, that’s not what I mean, I mean, I’m glad we did it.  And it was all my fault anyway.  
You don’t need to apologize for anything.  You’re beautiful, okay?

CARY
Really?  But you weren’t--   You couldn’t keep it--

CHAD
I know!  But that wasn’t about you, that’s what I’m trying to tell you.  It was my first time 
too, I was nervous.  Too in my head I think.

CARY
What were you worrying about then if it wasn’t me?

CHAD
Hurting you.  And him, coming after me.  With a gun.  

CARY
Oh.  I’m so sorry.  This is all my fault.  

CHAD
Cary, no.  

CARY
He’s my father, and he sticks his head into everybody’s business. But he only cares about 
me when I’m his sweet little girl, bowing and scraping before him.  He couldn’t even keep 
looking for me just now.  Passed it off onto you so he could deal with his precious city.

CHAD
Well, I’m not about to bring you back to him just so he can yell at you.

CARY
I don’t want you to.

CHAD
What about us?
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CARY
I love you.  I’d still like to try again.  

CHAD
Good.  Me too.  Right now?

CARY
There is one place we could go.

CHAD
Oh no.  No, we couldn’t do that.  That’s too much.

CARY
We wouldn’t have to do anything, just check it out.  He already thinks we’re going to hell, 
so let’s go!  It’s not going to make things any worse than they are.  And you can find out 
whatever info he needs, so he thinks you’re on his side.  It’s perfect!

CHAD
Maybe he’s right though, and they are a cult.

CARY
It wouldn’t be anything we couldn’t come back from, right?  That’s why God invented 
confession.  

CHAD
They did look like they were having fun.  

CARY
She said she was some kind of sexual healer.  Maybe she can help us do it better next time, 
and you won’t freak out and run away.  I mean, if we have to get married and all...

CHAD
I don’t know.

CARY
Just come with me.  I can’t do it alone.  We don’t have to do anything we don’t want to.

CHAD
Okay, Cary.  I hope you’re right.

Cary extends her open hand and Chad clasps it.  They exit.
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SCENE FOUR:

Lights up.  

A wilderness area on the edge of town.  Dusk.  A few 
trees.

Some Hystericals lounge around, massaging each other, 
playing with each other’s hair, smoking joints and 
drinking wine.

Diana enters, sauntering among all.

Other Hystericals welcome a line of townspeople who 
have come to investigate the group.  Each one is hugged in 
turn, and begin to be stripped of some of their clothing, 
before being joined with a Hysterical partner happy to 
have them.

DIANA
Wonderful work, all of you.  You deserve to relax.  Those men try to reason out what’s 
happening to their town, but are blinded by their fears, their attachments to the status quo.  
While all those still able to see, the Goddess sprouts seeds of joy and freedom in their 
hearts, and they come to us.  Our mission shall prosper. 

HYSTERICAL #1
Prosper in love!

HYSTERICAL #2
Flowers among rocks!

Cary and Chad enter, sheepish, and get in line..

DIANA
Here come two more now!  

(to Cary and Chad)
Welcome to the rest of your lives, dear ones!  Welcome.

HYSTERICALS
The light in us welcomes the light in you!
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CARY
Um, hi.

CHAD
Hey.

DIANA
That’s a very pretty dress you’re wearing.  It reminds me of one from-- 

CARY
I hate it.

DIANA
What is it you seek, child?

CARY
We don’t know really.  

CHAD
We wanted to talk to you.  See what this is all about, you know?

DIANA
Here I am!  And we are all about you!

CARY
Um, should I bow down or something?

The Hystericals laugh.

DIANA
No, no.  The only person you should bow down to here is yourself!  You are the Queen of 
your own end-all, be-all!  And we are a collective of Queens.  Even the men.

CARY
I don’t understand.  

DIANA
You will, if you’d like to join us of course.  On this sacred patch of wilderness where the 
Goddess still speaks, I can teach you to feel the divine welling up from inside you, 
connecting you to all things.
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CHAD
That sounds alright.

CARY
How can the divine be inside me?  I’m just a girl.

The Hystericals act out the imagery from the following:

DIANA
Oh honey, I know you.  You have spent your whole life under the watchful control of 
men, your father, stuffed into his idea of you like you inside that dress.  You look around 
and see men in the schools, in government, in the church, all bickering and clawing each 
other for scraps of power or land or respect, killing Mother Earth in the process, all for the 
approval of some silent Big Man upstairs who will sort it all out later.  And then you see all 
the women, wanting their equal share and caught up in the same destructive game, and 
wonder, where do I belong?  Where is my power to stop it?  And now, like human 
wreckage washed ashore, hurt, lied to, broken and overwhelmed, you have been tossed 
down here at our doorstep.  Am I wrong?

CARY
No, you’re not.

CHAD
Isn’t that how the world works, though?

DIANA
The works of the Goddess are all that matter.

CHAD
So this is some kind of new age thing you’re doing.

The Hystericals snicker.

DIANA
Dear boy, the Goddess is more ancient than civilization itself.  She is the root of all of us, 
the source out of which we all spring!  What we are doing is ripping out the weeds of 
forgetfulness that have choked her memory nearly to death, giving her a chance to sprout in 
humanity’s garden once more.  And, lucky for you, we’re starting with Midville.  

CARY
My father definitely won’t be into that.
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DIANA
Why should I care what your father thinks, pretty one?  He will join us soon enough.

CARY
No he won’t; he’s the mayor.  And he wants you gone.

DIANA
You’re Theodore’s kid?  How old are you?

CARY
I’ll be 18 in February.

CHAD
And I’m her boyfriend, Chad.  I’m already 18.

DIANA
I’m very sorry.  He can stay, but you have to leave.

CARY
But we walked all the way out here just to meet you!

DIANA
If your father hears that you have come out here, that I have welcomed you...  I’m sorry. 

CARY
No, please!  He’s more concerned with what you guys are doing to the town, I promise.

DIANA
Go!

CARY
You’re afraid of him too.

DIANA
How can you say that, after what we did today?

CHAD
I’m not staying unless she does.

HYSTERICAL #1
Why can’t she stay?
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HYSTERICAL #2
We’ll protect her.

HYSTERICALS
All-one, All-one!

DIANA
How do I know he didn’t send you here, his little Christian spy?  

CHAD
We wouldn’t do that!

CARY
We came here just for ourselves!

CHAD
Yeah, we were hoping that you could show us what’s wrong with us, I mean, how we’re 
doing it wrong.

CARY
He means sex.

DIANA
Do you love each other?

CARY
Very much.

CHAD
Can’t imagine being without her.

DIANA
Then there is a great deal I can teach you.  But if I welcome you in, he will think I’m 
personally trying to attack him.  

CARY
I can’t live my life worried about what he thinks of me.  I just can’t.  It’s killing me. 

CHAD
And me!
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CARY
Please.

A beat.

DIANA
Well, Hystericals?  Shall we assume this collective risk?  Shall we welcome the mayor’s 
daughter as one of our own?

HYSTERICALS
Love!  Love!  Bring her in!  Raise her up!  Save her!

DIANA
And her boyfriend?

HYSTERICALS
Bring him in!  Raise him up!  Raise them up!

DIANA
Very well, our collective has spoken, and the Goddess continues to challenge us to ever 
greater heights of compassion.  We are all sisters in her paradise on Earth!  Bring forth the 
Holy Gatekeepers!

The Hystericals cheer and bring Diana a box.

CARY
Oh, thank you, thank you.  I’ll do whatever you want me to do.

DIANA
Dear child, you will do whatever you want to do.

CARY
How can I know what that is?  I don’t even know how to have sex.

DIANA
Lies have walled off your true spiritual nature as a human being.  You don’t yet know the 
shining being you are on the inside.

Diana takes the box and opens it.
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DIANA
First we must break down your resistances before we can remake you in the image of the 
Goddess.  Take from this bounty of the earth and eat.

CHAD
Are those shrooms?

DIANA
The body of the Goddess, fruit of a cattle ranch on Route 13.  Eat, and be fulfilled.

CARY
Oh, Chad are we ready for this?

CHAD
I’ll be right here the whole time.

CARY
Okay...

Cary and Chad reach in and take a few mushrooms, 
slowly putting them in their mouths.

CARY
Ew, these taste terrible.  

DIANA
There is always a price for enlightenment.  Wine!

An Hysterical offers Cary a bottle and she drinks.  She 
passes it to Chad.

DIANA
From the waste of the old world, springs the glory of the new.  Cary, daughter of Theo, 
and Chad, son of...the earth, are you prepared to welcome the spirit of the Goddess within 
you?

CARY AND CHAD
Yes!

DIANA
Do you accept us as your brothers and sisters in spirit?
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CARY AND CHAD
Uh, yes!

DIANA
Hystericals!  Prepare for the ritual of initiation!

The Hystericals cheer, hug each other, and run off.

Diana puts her arm around Cary, walking her off after 
them.

DIANA
Now, let’s get you out of that horrid dress...

Diana, Cary, and Chad exit.

Lights down.
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SCENE FIVE:

Lights up.  Theo’s office.

Theo sits at his desk, on the phone.

THEO
Leonard, come on...Lenny...Len!  I don’t know where you’re getting your information 
from.  It’s just a little dust-up.  My boys are handling it!  ...Look, remember when you 
guys had those hippies from out of town ruin your chili cook-off?  And Midville still came 
out to compete anyway?  Yeah, it’s just like that...  You’d better...  You’re taking money 
right out of my pocket if you don’t bring your team to the game tomorrow, you know 
that?...  How is it my fault?...  Just come, okay?  This will all be cleared up by the 
morning...  Fine.

Theo slams down the phone.

Abner and Darcy enter.

ABNER
Sir!  Sir!  Great news!

THEO
Thank God.

DARCY
Can I tell him?

ABNER
No, Darcy.  That’s my job.

THEO
What is it, already?

ABNER
Me and Darcy, sir.  We, we found their hideout!

THEO
Where is it?

DARCY
In them woods outside of town!
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ABNER
Dammit, Darce!

THEO
The parcel that the new megachurch wants?

ABNER
That’s the one.  We were out on Route 13 rounding up the cows from Mr. Diaz’s ranch 
those kids let escape, and we noticed an awful lot of cars headed out that way, bunch a 
people from town on foot too, so we followed them.

THEO
Good thinking.

Abner and Darcy high five each other.

THEO
Wait.  How many people from town?

ABNER
We didn’t count, sir.  Maybe ten.  

DARCY
Or twenty?

ABNER
Definitely thirty.

DARCY
Forty, give or take. 

ABNER
Fifty maybe.

DARCY
No more than seventy-five for sure.

THEO
That’s terrible news!  Don’t you see?  That means she’s got a hold of their souls!  She’s 
turning people from God with her false promises of revel and abandon. 
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ABNER
She, sir?

THEO
That woman from the parade!  She’s the one in charge of all this.

ABNER
How do you know?

THEO
Okay, you guys are my inner circle.  I’ll trust you with this, but no one else can ever know.  

DARCY
The inner circle!

Abner and Darcy high-five each other.

ABNER
Lay it on us.  We can take it.

THEO
I know her.  She’s...Diana...  She used to live in Midville, before you guys got here, but 
she went insane!  She couldn’t be controlled.  She stole things, smashed windows.  Raved 
all over town about how we were all oppressing her.  And then, she burned down my 
father’s house for no good reason!  My whole childhood decimated.

ABNER
She does sound crazy.

THEO
She was institutionalized.  But she escaped and disappeared.  Now she’s back to finish 
what she started.  She’s become some kind of terrorist.  

DARCY
Man, I’m terrified.  

(to Abner)
You?

ABNER
Think so.
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THEO
We’re going out there tonight to put a stop to all this once and for all.  I don’t give a crap 
about anybody but Diana.  We take her down, and her crony freaks will fade away like so 
much smoke.

DARCY
You want we should arrest her?

ABNER
On what charges?

THEO
I don’t know, pick something.  Judge Timmons will have our backs.

ABNER
They seem pretty loyal, sir.  They’ll try to protect her. 

DARCY
I don’t want to shoot no kids, no matter what freaky stuff they’re into.

THEO
We’ll take it easy; no townsfolk will get hurt.  And my daughter might be out there too; she 
cannot be harmed.  If we’re lucky, we can pluck her right out of there.

ABNER
I’ll bring extra handcuffs.

THEO
Let’s make Diana think we just want to “talk.”  We’ll get her separated from the others, and 
then--

ABNER
Wham!  We put the hurt on her.

THEO
Exactly.  But if she doesn’t go for it, and things do get hot out there, we’ll have our guns 
and be prepared for whatever happens.  

DARCY
Hey, just like the boy scouts!
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Abner smacks Darcy in the arm. 

Lights down.
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SCENE SIX:

The wilderness area.  Night. 

In the darkness, one Hysterical softly drums.

The outline of a circle of Hystericals closely 
writhing/dancing over Chad and Cary sitting center stage.  

Diana circles the group with her staff, speaking in the 
darkness.  

DIANA
Just breathe.  In, out, in, out.  This is the darkness of creation, of possibility, of never 
ending love, the home of the Goddess within.  All forms, all thoughts, all souls are born 
from this place, including you.  Feel infinity envelop you, become you.  You are infinity.  
Infinity is you.   Now, in the center of your being, imagine a white hot ball of light pulsing 
there, warming you, filling you up.  Lines of light shoot down through your spine, down 
into the core of Mother Earth, and up, up, up to the highest star in the sky, one bright line 
with you holding the center.  You are the center point of the Universe.  Now, let your light 
grow to envelop your heart, your rib cage, your entire body.  Let the light grow until it 
expands beyond your body, further, further, enveloping all of us.  Feel it meet the light 
from the being across from you. This is not your imagination.  Feel how the light dances 
together in love and joy.  We are All-One, truly.  Now, open your eyes!

Lights up.  The drumming abruptly stops.

Diana waves her staff and the Hystericals part, revealing 
Cary and Chad, now dressed in the garb of Hystericals, 
sitting cross-legged across from each other, staring into 
each other’s eyes.

Diana continues to circle the couple while the Hystericals 
watch from a distance.

DIANA
What do you see?

CARY
I see myself.  I see my love.
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CHAD
I see my love.  I see myself.  Ha ha, your face is all melty.

CARY
Glowing bright.  

CHAD
Shining free.

DIANA
How do you feel?

CARY
Electric.  Alive.  Like I’m flying.

CHAD
I am swimming in you.  I see you.

CARY
I see you.

DIANA
Do you see the other’s faults?  Where you might support them?

CARY
Your faults are beautiful.

CHAD
We are each other’s strength.

DIANA
You have both crossed the threshold, and the Goddess welcomes you.

CARY AND CHAD
Thank you, Goddess.

DIANA
Rise and embrace each other.

Still staring deep into each other’s eyes, Chad and Cary 
stand and hug each other.
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DIANA
Daughter and son of earth!  You have shed your old selves like the skin of a snake and 
embraced a new life in spirit.  Your awakening is the gateway to the divine, and you have 
come home to your true self, your magical body.

CARY
I never felt like this in St. Paul’s.  Not once. 

CHAD
Me either.

DIANA
In order to complete the ritual of initiation, in recognition of your rebirth in the Goddess, 
you must be given a new name.  Do you accept this condition? 

CARY
Please!

CHAD
Sure.

DIANA
(to Cary)

Very well initiate, in honor of your strength, physical beauty, and your stubborn resolve to 
resist the hurtful ways of the sky-father and to plow head-long into all the Goddess has to 
offer, you are hereby re-named: Bull!

HYSTERICALS
Bull!  Bull!  Welcome sister Bull!

DIANA
(to Chad)

And you, in recognition of your sweet devotion to Bull, your undeniable beauty, and your 
poise under pressure, you are hereby renamed: Swan!

HYSTERICALS
Swan!  Swan!  Welcome brother Swan!
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DIANA
You are welcomed into our sacred trust with all rights, privileges, support, friendship and 
love thereof, ad infinitum.  You are now part of our loving collective.  Full Hystericals! 

The Hystericals all clap, run to them, and gush all over 
them, welcoming them, calling them by their new names.

CARY
What’s next, Diana?

CHAD
I bet it’s the sex part.

DIANA
Haha, your intuition serves you well, Swan.  Only your consummation and union with the 
Goddess remains.  Sex is a great gift from the Goddess so that we may know her divinity 
and feel that divinity within us.  There are secret ways, powerful ways, that are now open 
to you.  Female shall know male and the male female.  The two of you will be joined in the 
sacred, balancing the universe in your love. You will find sex is more pleasurable when it’s 
recognized as a transcendent, blessed act.  Let us show you...

CARY
We get to try again...

CHAD
I won’t let you down this time.

DIANA
Come...

CARY
Thank you, Diana!  Blessed be us all!

Diana walks Bull and Swan upstage and off.  A few 
Hystericals accompany them.

A small group of Hystericals stays.  They fall into each 
other, touch, and rub each other.  Someone pulls out a 
bottle of wine and passes it around.

A beat or two.  Lights change.
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Theo, Abner, and Darcy enter.

ABNER
What about your man on the inside?

THEO
He hasn’t called.

DARCY
Abbie, I’m scared.

ABNER
Hush, they don’t even know we’re coming.

THEO
Suck it up, you two.  We’re almost there.  

Theo smacks his neck because of a mosquito.

THEO
Ach!  This is why people live in cities.

The sound arouses the two Hystericals who look around 
and see the men.  One stands up and shouts.

HYSTERICAL #1
Alarm!

HYSTERICAL #2
Piggies!  Piggies!

The Hystericals run off.

ABNER
Aw, hell.  Now they know we’re coming.

THEO
Stand your ground.  Be ready.

The cops put their hands on their holsters, looking around.
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Whooping and screeching, most of the Hystericals run in 
and surround the cops, swirling around them, hissing, 
angry.

DARCY
What do we do!?

ABNER
Get back, you animals!  Back!

Darcy draws his gun.  Abner draws his gun.  They move 
to protect Theo between them.  

The Hystericals are unafraid and look ready to pounce.  

Diana enters, carrying her staff.

DIANA
Stop!!  Restrain your passions, all of you!

The Hystericals freeze and withdraw a bit, but still retain 
their ferocity.  The cops keep their guns out.

DIANA
Hello, Theodore.

THEO
Diana.

DIANA
You dare invade our inner sanctum with your killing machines?

THEO
This is city property.  I am well within my rights.  You and your friends are not.

DIANA
So you’ve come to clear us out.

THEO
I could.  I hope it doesn’t come to that.  

49



DIANA
Why show your face now, Theo?  Curious about us?

THEO
Hardly.  I will allow your little freaks to stay in this swamp, as long as you come with me.

DIANA
Really?  And what do you plan to do with me, lover?

The Hystericals whisper to each other in surprise.

THEO
Just talk.  We can work this out, can’t we, just you and me?

DIANA
Yes, Hystericals.  Once, we two were...lovers.  He was once very dear to me but he chose 
the path of blackheart lies and corruption.  

THEO
Of sanity and salvation!  It was you who--

DIANA
The Goddess sees your true self.  

THEO
And God sees all your sins.

DIANA
And so we must speak of our visions.

THEO
Privately.

DIANA
There is hope here between us.  Can you feel it?  

THEO
I feel nothing.

DIANA
Are you prepared to apologize?  Take responsibility for what you’ve done?
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THEO
Come with me, and we’ll talk.

DIANA
Hystericals, before Theo can open himself to us in love, for all to witness, he must confess 
to the Goddess in whispers.  What he most desperately needs is a willing ear.  Therefore I 
will go with him, so I might--

HYSTERICALS
No!  You can’t!  Don’t leave us!

DIANA
Shhh, gather around, friends...

The Hystericals move to encircle Diana, still keeping one 
eye on the cops.

Theo motions to the cops to put their guns away.

DIANA
If I have taught you anything, it is that we must practice compassion toward all those 
blinded by their fear and illusion.  Each one of you once suffered deep inside that shell until 
the Goddess lifted the veil and we found each other.  And this man deserves all the 
compassion I have to give, for it is the only thing that can save him.  If I withhold it, and 
resist him now, we are all lost.  Understand?

The Hystericals nod.

DIANA
Good.  Now, while I am away, continue our labors.  Welcome those who seek us.  Banish 
fear, for the Goddess provides.  Take good care of this for me while I’m gone.  Have faith,  
and we shall be reunited.

Diana gives her staff to the glum Hystericals and walks 
over to join Theo and the cops.

THEO
Before we go any further, I have to ask about my missing daughter.  Her name is Cary.  
She’s very sweet.  A nice, quiet girl, but she’s very upset.  Has anyone seen her?

The Hystericals shake their heads, shrug their shoulders.
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DIANA
No one here matches that description.  But to show our good faith, we’ll keep an eye out 
for her, won’t we friends?

HYSTERICALS
Sure.  Sure.  You’ll be the first to know.

Offstage, Cary and Chad are heard coming to an 
explosive, transcendent, simultaneous orgasm that lasts for 
an amazingly long time before fading away.

THEO
What in God’s name was that!?

DIANA
The sweet sound of enlightenment.

THEO
Is that what’s going on out here?  

DIANA
You’d like to know?  We can show you.

THEO
Certainly not!

HYSTERICALS
Yes, join us!  Join us!

THEO
Disgusting.  An orgy on city property.

DIANA
The happiest city in the world!

The Hystericals cheer!

THEO
Are you coming peacefully?  I wouldn’t want anyone to get hurt.
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DIANA
More than they already have, you mean?

THEO
I’m not talking about you.

DIANA
(to Hystericals)

Go now, do not weep.  Remember the joy in your hearts.

The Hystericals begin to exit.

THEO
Shall we?

Theo begins to leads Diana off. 

The cops get between them and the Hystericals.

ABNER
And you weirdos better not mess anything else up in town!

DARCY
Yeah!

ABNER
We see you comin’ it’s jail for all of you.  

DARCY
Yeah!

The Hystericals exit.  One of them flips the cops the bird.

DARCY
Good job, Abbie!  You sounded real mean there!

ABNER
Thanks, Darce.  You too.

THEO
Boys.
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Abner grabs Diana and Darcy handcuffs her.

DIANA
(to Theo)

I knew you’d resort to cowardice.

THEO
Let’s go.

Theo, Abner, Darcy, and Diana exit.

Lights down.

54



SCENE SEVEN:

The next morning.  Birds chirp.  Several Hystericals lie 
sleeping in clumps around the stage.

Cary enters, followed by Chad.  They are groggy, having 
just woken up.  Their conversation wakes the Hystericals 
slowly, who yawn and stretch.

CARY
Have you ever seen such a delightful morning?

CHAD
Tell me that wasn’t all a dream last night.

CARY
As real as the birds in the sky.  As your delicious skin. 

CHAD
I feel different.  Inside out, kinda.  Like I got scrubbed clean and I’m coming back fresh to 
life.

CARY
Me too.  Glad we came out here?

CHAD
Are you kidding?

CARY
How can what we felt together last night ever be considered a bad thing?  

CHAD
Well, if someone doesn’t know how good it can be, I guess they wouldn’t understand.

CARY
Morning, Hystericals!

Cary and Chad warmly hug some of the Hystericals.

CARY
Where’s Diana?

55



CHAD
We really want to thank her for last night.

HYSTERICAL #1
You can’t.  She’s gone.

HYSTERICAL #2
 But she’s coming back.

HYSTERICAL #1
If we’re lucky.

CARY
Gone where?

HYSTERICAL #1
With the cops.  And some guy in a suit.

HYSTERICAL #2
(to Hysterical #1)

It was the mayor, silly.  

CARY
What?  Why would she go with him?

HYSTERICAL #1
They just went to talk.

HYSTERICALS
It was her choice.

CARY
Oh, Chad-- I mean, Swan.  This is terrible.  She doesn’t know him like we do.

CHAD
I doubt he just wants to talk.

CARY
(to Hystericals)

Did they say what about?

56



HYSTERICAL #2
He’s going to let us stay here in the woods.

HYSTERICAL #1
Negotiations.

HYSTERICALS
Old lovers.  Reunited.

CARY
What do you mean, “lovers?”

HYSTERICAL #1
Diana and the mayor.

CHAD
Whoa.    

CARY
Oh.  My.  God.

HYSTERICALS
Goddess.

CARY
Right, right.  Now I see why he wouldn’t tell me who she was!  Everyone, this is very, 
very bad!  The mayor is my father.  

CHAD
And those cops do everything he says!  

CARY
We have to do something.  He could be shipping her off to prison!

(to Chad)
What if she knew my mom!?

HYSTERICALS
But what can we do?

CARY
We have to go after her.  
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HYSTERICAL #2
But they’ve got guns.  

Cary picks up Diana’s staff.

CARY
Don’t we have weapons too?  We have branches from the trees!  We have the rocks in the 
earth!  We have each other and our voices!  Are we a collective or not?

HYSTERICALS
Yes.  Yes!  All-one, All-one!

CARY
We will find her and make my father give her back!

HYSTERICALS
Make them, make them!  Take her back!

CHAD
Huddle up team.  We need to make a plan.

Cary, Chad, and the Hystericals huddle up.

Lights down.
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SCENE EIGHT:

Lights up.

Midville police station and jail.

Diana sits on the small cot inside the cell, meditating.

Theo enters.

THEO
You think you’re some kind of guru now?

DIANA
There are no intermediaries with the Goddess.

THEO
Surprised to find yourself in jail?

DIANA
No.  I knew this is the only place you could feel safe talking to me.

THEO
My city is safer with you behind bars.

DIANA
These walls won’t hold me, can’t hold me.  Not for long.  

THEO
I doubt that.  Can’t wait to get back to your forest of sin?

DIANA
I’d rather stay.  I’m stronger here.

THEO
Locked away from your pets?  I think not.

DIANA
The Goddess is all-powerful.  You’ll see.  
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THEO
You are just a human being, Diana.

DIANA
And still you doubt her, even as she has brought us face to face.  To heal you.

THEO
I’m perfectly healthy.  It’s you who needs deep psychiatric care.

DIANA
You and your father tried that already.  

THEO
Your outbursts of violence made it necessary.  I stand by my choice.  And it would have 
worked if you hadn’t run off and disappeared.  Maybe we could have worked things out, 
but now you’ve become this...monster.

DIANA
You wanted me gone like the rest of them.  Couldn’t stand your own shame at the sight of 
me.

THEO
I have nothing to be ashamed of.  

DIANA
No?  We did have bliss once.

THEO
Those days are dead and gone.

DIANA
They live and breathe inside of me.  Did you know, in Maryhurst, that those butchers 
drugged me one day and cut our baby out of me?  I woke up, and they told me she was 
dead.  Wouldn’t even let me see her, hold her as a mother should...

THEO
I was aware.  It was best for everyone involved.  

DIANA
Because you could remain blameless.
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THEO
That baby was not in God’s plan.

DIANA
She was stillborn because she knew she wouldn’t be loved in this world.  Your rejection 
killed her inside my womb before she ever had a chance.  Talk about violence...

THEO
I would have cared for her, had she lived.

DIANA
You’ve got a nice replacement daughter now, don’t you?  Who did you knock up for that 
one?

THEO
We made a mistake, Diana.  A terrible mistake, and I have spent the rest of my life praying 
to God that he forgives me!

DIANA
Coward...”we?”  Is your God stupid enough to forget your rape!?  

THEO
Come on, Diana!  You gave me all the signals!  We were drunk!

DIANA
All dick and no brain, eh?  For a man who prides himself on his superior intelligence to 
just succumb to his body’s desires...sad, really.  Somehow you stopped understanding the 
word, “no” when all the blood flowed to your prick.

THEO
I never thought the consequences--

DIANA
Our child was NOT just a “consequence,” Theo.

THEO
What would everyone say if you had come to term?  Sex before marriage from the mayor’s 
son?  Dad’s career would have--  Your life would have been ruined.  Everyone in town 
would have branded you a whore.  

DIANA
So having me committed was an act of compassion from you?
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THEO
Yes!

DIANA
I’m barren!  The doctors’s knives were careless and quick. 

A beat.

DIANA
You feel nothing?

THEO
I said goodbye to you a long time ago.

DIANA
Surprise!  I am more alive than I ever have been.  And in your face.  Deal with it.

THEO
You’re in my jail.

DIANA
Because you couldn’t trust yourself around me.

THEO
You will be arraigned in a few days before Judge Timmons and I’m sure it will be a 
spectacle.  In fact, I hope so.  On my severe recommendation, you will most likely be sent 
to a high security--

DIANA
You hide from me behind your laws and your process, and they imprison you.  I haunt 
you.  I’m already in your dreams.  Only when you open yourself to the Goddess will it 
stop.

THEO
God must have sent you to test me.  I am trying to be forgiving.

DIANA
Fuck your forgiveness.  I don’t want it.  Maybe you should forgive what you see in the 
mirror.

THEO
There is nothing in the mirror to forgive.
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DIANA
Please.  Your God has already abandoned you for what you’ve done.  You flail around in 
your emptiness and terror and yet you cry out to him still.

THEO
God is my refuge.

DIANA
And when the great Goddess comes knocking on your door?  When you are the only one 
left?  Will he suddenly swoop in to protect you?  No.  He and the Goddess will go make 
love to each other in bliss and ignore your filthy soul.

THEO
Your Goddess doesn’t exist!  You are so laughably deluded, worshipping an old, made-up 
story.  You twist people’s souls up inside them for a fantasy, and make them do disgusting 
things that guarantee their souls a place in hell.  The real one.

DIANA
Some people live their whole lives in hell...

THEO
What you’ve done to my city...

DIANA
It was their choice to have their eyes opened.  I showed them that our bodies, our minds, 
right now in this life, are already divine.  We are filled with divinity!  Your God is absent, 
looking down and shaking a scolding finger over any pleasure.  You put it all off for the 
promise of some far away heaven!  My Goddess is everywhere and always has been, 
despite the attempts to stifle her.  She is here right now, bliss incarnate in this room, 
between us.  I can feel her, hear her, and though I’m behind bars, she makes me forever 
free.  When was the last time you heard your God, felt his touch? 

THEO
I am ashamed I ever loved you.  

DIANA
Your shame is a wound the Goddess can heal!  She can help us heal together...

THEO
I will go easier on you if you renounce your sin and pray for God’s forgiveness.
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DIANA
I repent nothing.  I ask no forgiveness.

THEO
Then we have nothing more to say to each other.  

DIANA
I still love you...

THEO
Stop.

DIANA
Despite your sharp tongue and the hate in your heart, I still see my sweet Theo standing 
there naked and glorious before me...

THEO
Don’t you EVER mention that again!

DIANA
Does our love threaten you so much?

THEO
Our love is over.  If it was even love at all.

DIANA
I know an infinite love.  One with room for the both of us.  All of us.

THEO
You can expect that your little coven will be dismantled by nightfall.  If they resist, they 
will be subdued.  By any means necessary, do you understand?  You will have to live with 
those consequences.  Abner!

Abner and Darcy enter.

ABNER
Yes, sir!?

THEO
See that she gets three meals a day and the best care we can offer.

ABNER
Yes, sir.
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THEO
Do not let her out of your sight.

ABNER
We’ll watch like hawks, sir.

THEO
And Abner, she is extremely dangerous.  No one will ever doubt it if she resists. 

ABNER
Um, you want me to do what, exactly?

THEO
Do your job!

ABNER
Yes, sir.  

Theo begins to exit. 

DIANA
Oh, Theo?  Thought you’d like to know.  Your daughter has already joined us.  She’s one 
of us now.

THEO
What?  You lie!

DIANA
You should blame yourself.  Obviously you pushed her right into your Satan’s arms.

THEO
She would never!

DIANA
And the truth shall set you free, brother-mine!

THEO
If you have hurt her, I swear--  

DIANA
Who’s hurting now, darling?  ...Our father who art in heaven, muddied be thy name!  Thy 
kingdom gone, we will have fun, on earth, which is also heaven!  Hahaha!
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Theo exits.

Lights down.
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SCENE NINE:

Lights up.  Dusk.

On a city street, Cary enters holding Diana’s staff, 
followed by Chad and the whole of the Hystericals, each 
carrying a stick or stone.

From the opposite direction, Theo enters.

CHAD
There he is!

The Hystericals shout and run to surround Theo again.  

THEO
Calm down now, calm down.  Don’t do anything rash.  Cary, is that you?  

CARY
Where is she, Dad?

HYSTERICALS
Where?  Where?

THEO
All of you are breaking the law.  Cease and desist immediately.

CARY
Tell us, or I’ll let the Hystericals tear Midville to pieces.

HYSTERICALS
Pieces!  Pieces!

THEO
All of my efforts undone in a single night.  She’s made you violent.  Angry.  

CARY
No, you did that when you took her!  Don’t stand in our way, Dad.

THEO
Listen to yourself!  You would threaten your own father?
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CARY
I learned threats from the best.

THEO
You can’t have her.  Diana will see her day in court.  Just like the rest of you if you keep 
up this charade!

CARY
You think this is a game?  This is your divine retribution.  We are human beings!  Alive 
and real and raw and sexy human beings in service to the Goddess and she will have her 
day!  And her night!

THEO
What nonsense you’re saying, Cary!

CHAD
Her name is Bull!

HYSTERICALS
Bull!  Bull!  Charging Bull!

THEO
What allegiance do you have to these people?  You’ve known them for one day!  Come 
home with me right now, and I promise I will forget all about this.

CARY
Promises from a liar’s mouth...  Perhaps the devil’s got us both!

THEO
Please Cary, I can’t stand to see you like this.

CARY
Like what, proud?  In charge of my life now?  See me with open eyes!

THEO
No, you look like a slut!

CARY
You’re right, Daddy.  I had sex, mind-blowing, life-changing, sweaty, screaming sex, and 
I loved it. 

THEO
No, I can’t hear this.
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CARY
Swan lit me up like the sun!

THEO
Don’t say that!

Theo lunges at Chad, but the Hystericals protect him.  
Theo stops.

CARY
Don’t blame him, Daddy.  I wanted it too.

THEO
Then you can go to hell with the rest of them!  You’re no daughter of mine.

CARY
I know you and Diana used to be together and everybody knows that you lied to them.  
She and her friends have adopted me and shown me more love in one night than I’ve ever 
felt from you.  I have a new family now.  I have Swan too.  I don’t need you and your 
precious hell.

THEO
You want to know where Diana is?  For all her boasting, she’s securely locked away in 
jail, far from your meddling and surrounded by the police.  There’s nothing you can do.

(to all)
I see all you Midvillians playing along with this nastiness.  I see you, Mr. Diaz.  Let’s see 
if the city buys any more of your beef!  And you Mrs. Johnson...who is feeding all your 
cats!?  All of you go back to your homes!  Now!

CARY
If there’s nothing we can do, then why do I see fear all over your face?

THEO
You mistake fear for rage.

CARY
(to all)

Let’s leave this poor man to his darkness.  Hystericals, to the jail!

With whoops and shouts, the Hystericals follow Cary off.

Theo grabs Chad by the arm as he passes him.
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THEO
I’ll never forgive you for what you’ve done, boy...  Your  football days are over!

CHAD
If I want to play football, I’ll play football, whether or not you approve, Mr. Kadmuss.

Chad breaks free of him. 

CHAD
You have a rare and wonderful daughter.  I hope you get to meet her someday.

Theo and Chad exit in opposite directions.

Lights down.
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SCENE TEN:

Lights up.

Diana sits in jail, meditating.

Abner and Darcy stand outside the bars, watching her.

DARCY
Ain’t it gettin’ near dinner time, Abbie?

ABNER
So?

DARCY
I sure am hungry.  Maybe she is too.

ABNER
So go eat.

DARCY
I can’t.  Mayor said to watch her.

ABNER
I’m watchin’ her.

DARCY
(to Diana)

You hungry, lady?

DIANA
The Goddess fills me up.

ABNER
We could force you to eat.  That sound like fun to you?

DIANA
Maybe.   But only if you put out after.

ABNER
You’re twisted, lady.
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DARCY
She comin’ on to you, Abbie?

ABNER
Ain’t nobody comin’ nowhere!  We’ve got a job to do, so you get your mind out of the 
gutter, will you?

DARCY
But--

ABNER
Shut up, Darce!

DARCY
Yes, sir!

DIANA
You think you have power with your guns and your laws, but these things keep you in 
chains and drive you to error.  Brother Darcy, why do you listen to him and do his 
bidding?  Or any man for that matter?  What’s in it for you beyond a paycheck and a pat on 
the back?

DARCY
People listen to us.  They respect us.

DIANA
They laugh at you behind your backs.  

DARCY
That true?

ABNER
Don’t listen to her, Darcy!  She’s using some kind of logic on you.

DIANA
Theo uses you like dim witted tools, discarding you when he’s done.  And yet you could 
be so much more than that!  In charge of your own lives, on your own terms.

DARCY
We could be our own tools?

ABNER
We live to serve the law and that’s it.  We’re responsible for this city.  Ain’t no time for us.
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DIANA
There’s all the time in the world!  You could be surrounded by love, and have the support 
to declare (beat) your love for each other.

ABNER
What!?  

DIANA
Don’t deny it any longer.

DARCY
You too, Abner?  I didn’t know.  I thought I was the only one who--

ABNER
Listen lady, one more filthy word outta you--

DIANA
Or what?

ABNER
I’ll make sure you can’t talk on account your mouth is swollen shut!

DARCY
Damn, Abner.  That’s cold.

DIANA
Come in here and show me...

ABNER
Don’t think I won’t!

The SOUND of the approaching drums of the Hystericals.

DIANA
Let me see that big strong man and all his big muscles in action...

Abner digs out his keys.

DARCY
Abbie, what are you doing?

ABNER
My job.
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The drums are close.  Shouts are heard.

HYSTERICALS (OFF STAGE)
Free Diana!  Free Diana!

SOUND of breaking glass and pounding.

DARCY
(to Abner)

What was that?

ABNER
Go see.  I’ll deal with her.

Darcy exits to investigate.

DIANA
Think of all the years you’ve wasted in hiding.  How much joy have you missed lying to 
yourself?

Abner enters the jail cell.

ABNER
I ain’t lying about nothing!  

DIANA
All that throbbing cock you’ve been missing out on...

ABNER
You take that back!

DIANA
Or what?  You’ll beat a defenseless woman?  

ABNER
If she don’t shut her trap!

DIANA
Go ahead and beat me.  Take all that hate and disgust you feel toward yourself and project 
it onto me!  Maybe I’ll enjoy it!
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ABNER
That’s sick.

DIANA
The line between pain and pleasure is thin, my friend.  Let me show you...

Abner draws his nightstick, steps inside the cell.

ABNER
I ain’t your friend!  And I ain’t gay!  

DIANA
Sure...

Diana bends over, showing him her ass.

DIANA
Will this help?  Maybe you can pretend I have a mustache...

Abner lifts his nightstick, ready to swing it like a baseball 
bat.

Darcy runs back in.

DARCY
It’s them freaks!  They’re bustin’ in!  

(to Abner)
What are you doing?

ABNER
Putting a stop to her lies!

DARCY
No, Abbie!

Abner swings.  Diana sidesteps, spins, and grabs the 
nightstick from his hands.  She pushes him, and the 
momentum from his swing slams him into the far side of 
the cell. Diana slams the cell door shut and takes the keys.

Darcy pulls his gun, but Diana steps out of the cell and 
smacks his hand.  The gun falls to the ground and Darcy 
freezes.  She picks up the gun.
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Diana laughs.

DIANA
You and your repressed assholes are so predictable.

A loud CRASH.

ABNER
Let me out of here!

Cary, Chad and the Hystericals flood the jail.  A couple 
Hystericals grab Darcy from behind, restraining him.

Cary rushes to Diana and they hug.  Cary returns Diana’s 
staff.

DIANA
Knew you’d come.

CARY
Looks like you didn’t need me.

DIANA
I will always need you, child.  All of you.  Blood of my blood.

HYSTERICAL #1
What do we do with these two?

HYSTERICAL #2
Revenge!

HYSTERICALS
Pieces!  Pieces!

DIANA
No!  Have I taught you nothing?  Love, forgiveness, these are the life blood of divinity.  
You must see it coursing through all of her creatures, however petty or pathetic they seem.

HYSTERICAL #2
But they want all of us in jail!
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DIANA
Because they’re not allowed to question orders.  Release them, and let them feel the infinite 
love of the Goddess.  May they recognize it in themselves...

The Hystericals release their hold on Darcy.

He runs to the cell door to check on Abner.

CARY
The whole town is waiting to see you, Diana.

CHAD
We worked them into quite a frenzy.

DIANA
I am so proud of you both.

CARY
Thank you.  That’s nice to hear from someone...  Wish you were my mother.  

DIANA
You’ve done well, child.  Your mother is proud of you too, wherever she is.  Now, the 
townspeople.  Do they seek the Goddess?

CARY
With all their might.

DIANA
Then my plan is coming to fruition.  The great convergence is near.

CARY
Can we initiate them all at once?

DIANA
What better way to show Theo he has lost?  But where can we hold so many people?

CHAD
How about Kenney Field, the football stadium?

DIANA
Of course!  The Goddess loves taking root in contested ground.  Break out the wine!  Light 
the torches!  Let all of Midville bask in her glory!

77



The Hystericals cheer and run off, exiting.

DIANA
(to Chad)

Can you lead the crowd to City Hall before you go to the stadium?  There is one more 
person I must bring into the fold.  

CARY
He’ll never listen.

DIANA
That’s why you have to be there too.

CARY
You think it will help?

DIANA
Run back to our camp for your dress then meet me at City Hall.  I have the most wonderful 
idea...

Diana whispers in Cary’s ear.

Cary and Chad exit.

Diana turns to Darcy and Abner.

DIANA
Both of you are welcome to join us for the celebration.  The Goddess accepts everyone, for 
all their faults.  Even those ignorant of themselves.

Diana passes Darcy’s gun back to him.  Both cops are 
amazed by the gesture.

DIANA
The keys to Her are within you...

She drops the keys on the floor.

Diana exits.

DARCY
Mayor’s gonna be pissed!
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ABNER
I couldn’t help it, she got me so mad!

Darcy reaches his arm into the cell to comfort the 
traumatized Abner.

DARCY
Shh, it’s okay. (beat)  I’ve never seen anything like that.

ABNER
Yeah, me neither.  

DARCY
She could’ve killed us.

ABNER
Easy.  I feel so--

DARCY
Stupid?

ABNER
Free.  

DARCY
Yeah.  For sure.

A beat.

ABNER
Can you get the keys, Darce?

DARCY
Oh, right!

Darcy gets the keys and unlocks the cell door.

ABNER
My hero.
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DARCY
Oh, come on.

ABNER
You were really brave back there.

DARCY
Shucks.  Was just doing my job.  You would of done the same.

ABNER
You thinkin’ what I’m thinkin’?

DARCY
The stadium party?

ABNER
Let’s check it out.

Abner pulls his gun out of his holster and leaves it in the 
cell.

ABNER
I won’t need this...

Abner closes the door and locks the gun inside.

Darcy starts to exit.

ABNER
Darcy, wait.

DARCY
What, Abbie?

ABNER
Can we check it out...together?

Abner suddenly reaches out, grabs Darcy, and kisses him 
long and hard.  He pulls back.  They look in each other’s 
eyes.

A beat.
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Darcy reaches out a hand.  Abner looks at it.

A beat.

Abner and Darcy clasp hands and exit together.

Blackout.
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SCENE ELEVEN:

Lights up.

Theo is at his desk, on the phone again.

THEO
Leonard.  You’re over-reacting here...I know what I said yesterday...It’s been taken care 
of...No you can’t cancel the game!  Can’t we just postpone it?...Well, we’re starting our 
own damn chili cook-off then and it’ll be better than yours...You’re an ass, you know that?

Theo slams down the phone.

Theo paces, upset.

Theo falls to his knees and crosses himself.

THEO
Lord?  I have lived my entire life by what the Bible says, and it has served me well.  You 
have blessed me with this office, money, a beautiful daughter.  Yet, despite my faith, my 
city is being ravaged by these Godless heathens.  Before she returned, Cary was still a 
sweet little angel, people listened to me, respected me, and Midville was bathed in your 
love...but now?  Is this a test of some kind that I’m failing?  Or are you still punishing me 
for that one night of sin?  Seeing her again has stirred some deep desires within me I 
thought I had eradicated.  The shame!  I have lived by your Word, I have raised Cary to be 
spotless in order to atone.  She is my gift to you, my giving back!  Is that not enough?   I’m 
sorry for lying to Cary.  I’m sorry for what I did to Diana; for my lack of control with her.  
But I can’t accept that she has ruined Midville, and is trying to ruin me now.  I won’t!  If it 
is for me to suffer, then let me suffer, but spare my daughter this disgrace.  Save her.  If I 
am already damned, if my past sins are too great, I know what I must do.  I’ll make a 
spectacle of that she-wolf and the whole town will call me a hero.  I’ll be your instrument 
on Earth and rid it of the one who caused all of this.  And I pray that in your infinite mercy, 
you will find a way to forgive me.  Just give me the strength to carry out your will.  Please.  
Amen.

Theo crosses himself and stands, crossing to his desk.

SOUND of crowd noise outside his window.  Theo looks 
and is startled by the size of the crowd.

THEO
All of Midville is out there!
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Theo opens a drawer and pulls out a handgun, checking its 
chamber for bullets.  He slips the gun into the back of his 
pants.

Diana enters with her staff, startling him.  She has a small 
bag over her shoulder.

DIANA
Surprised to see me?

THEO
How did you get here?  What did you do to my officers!?

DIANA
Your little boy’s club is mine now.  Just like all of Midville.  Just like your daughter.  They 
are all changed for the better, you’ll see.  Still think your God gives a shit about you? 

THEO
That is between Him and me.

DIANA
No.  There’s just you.  All alone in a dark corner, while everyone else, and I mean 
everyone, is on their way to Kenney Field to have a fabulous, uproarious, transcendent 
time!

THEO
That’s their choice.

DIANA
Admit it.  Wouldn’t you like to see if your high and mighty judgments of us are justified?  
If we are the sinners you proclaim?

THEO
I know you are.

DIANA
When was the last time you had sex with anything other than your hand?  

THEO
None of your business.
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DIANA
We’ll show you our sacred rites.  I offer them to you freely, such is my compassion.  Even 
you and your stiff shell of a body could find pleasure there.  I could show you how 
myself...  Join us.

THEO
Keep your poisonous hands to yourself.

DIANA
Theo, I have to apologize.  I was very mean and spiteful to you in the jail earlier.  I was 
scared and feeling defensive.  You understand.

THEO
Thank you for saying so.

DIANA
And I also forgive you.  For everything.  I know you were a scared kid too, and just doing 
what your father thought was best.  After all, I never would have traveled the world and 
found the Goddess myself if it hadn’t been for you.

THEO
Wonderful. 

DIANA
Is there anything you’d like to say to me?  It’s just us.

THEO
I prefer to hold my tongue.

DIANA
Oh Theo, if only you could drop all this guarded posturing, you could see what a blessing 
She is offering you.  She holds out salvation in her hand; all you have to do is grasp it.  We 
could be together again, free with no one to scoff or sneer, no one to judge us.  Only the 
wealth of friendly love and support.  

THEO
The whole town knows me and respects my faith.  I’d lose the election.  Their scorn alone 
would do it.  

DIANA
They mock you now, holed up in your tower, crapping your pants.
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THEO
They deserve someone who respects the responsibility and duty of this office!

DIANA
Life is so much more than the duty of office work...you haven’t learned to balance it with 
any play.

THEO
Someone has to keep order and control.

DIANA
What good is order when loving another human being?  Are the affairs of the human heart 
or the life of the body ever ordered?  The sting of joy?  The crash of an orgasm?  You fail 
to control what you can’t describe or limit, things you can only feel, experience.  Or do you 
need to fill out forms in triplicate here before you can touch a nipple?

THEO
It’s been a long time since I’ve had the pleasure.  Of any of it. 

DIANA
Come with me then!  Let me show you what love can do...

Diana gets close to him...

They kiss.  Theo pulls away first.

THEO
As much as I hate to admit, I do still love you Diana, despite what you’ve become.  My 
heart broke for you everyday you were in Maryhurst, and every day after you were gone.  
You have been, still, the only true love of my life.  There, I said it, but this room is where it 
must stop. 

DIANA
You’re afraid because you haven’t learned to love the Goddess within yourself, for in Her 
all things are possible.  If you could learn to know Her, you could know Her in me, and in 
your daughter, in everything, She could teach you to love yourself in spite of your 
mistakes.

THEO
What do you propose?
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DIANA
Join us at the party and allow me to initiate you in the mysteries.  You can see for yourself 
who we are.  Who you really are.

THEO
And if I don’t like it?

DIANA
Run back to your silent God.  He will forgive you, no?

THEO
If I agree to go, no one touches me but you.

DIANA
Granted.

THEO
And Cary cannot witness any of it.

DIANA
Of course, of course.

THEO
What happens next?

DIANA
We have to make sure you are ready to receive her.  We must tear down all your resistances 
first or she may reject your advances.  The damage could be irreparable.

Diana reaches into her bag and pulls out the box of 
mushrooms.  

THEO
What damage?  

DIANA
Emotional.  Spiritual.  Physical.  Definitely mental.  But don’t worry love, I will guide you 
through, as I have done before.

THEO
I have learned to fend for myself.
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DIANA
And how exhausted are you?

(beat) (offering the mushrooms)
Eat, and let go.  You are strong enough for this, and I will be right here the whole time.

He takes a few and eats.

THEO
God help me...  Ugh, these taste terrible.

DIANA
No going back now.  In order to make you sure you’re ready, is there anything you’d like 
to clear from your conscience?  No?  Any weight to drop from your shoulders?

THEO
Well, there is one thing.

DIANA
I’m listening.

THEO
We told you the child was stillborn.  She wasn’t.  I raised her myself after you ran away.  I 
had to.  It was the right thing to do.  I’m so sorry.

DIANA
Cary.

THEO
You know?  

DIANA
From the moment I met her.  Did you think I wouldn’t recognize that pink nightmare I 
wore to prom?  Our first kiss.

THEO
Please tell me you didn’t tell her!?

DIANA
The time for that has not presented itself, nor may ever.  She knows only that we were 
lovers, once.

THEO
Oh, thank God.  She can never know. 
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DIANA
Agreed.  She must make her own choices.

THEO
At least you have that much wit still about you.  

DIANA
It’s there when I need it.

THEO
I’ve missed you so much.

DIANA
I’m glad to hear it.  Now, we must take you back to a time before you began to deny the 
Goddess within your heart....  We must remind you of the love and tenderness from which 
you came.  That you and I used to share.  We must bring you back in touch with your 
sensual self...  Bull!  You can come in now...

Cary enters, carrying her homecoming dress. 

THEO
Has she been out there the whole time?  What have you heard?

CARY
Oh, nothing.  I was praying that Diana could reach you.

THEO
Why do you have your dress?

CARY
It’s for you.

Cary holds it up to Theo who recoils from it.

THEO
What?  I’m not putting that thing on.

DIANA
You are drastically severed from your sensual body; all in your mind, cut off from your 
sense of touch, your ability to feel.  So we require a drastic antidote.  This soft fabric will 
help you to learn to feel again, to be open and allow yourself to be vulnerable and receptive 
to the Goddess, to let the world in so it can teach you, change you.  But you have to lay 
down your masculine defenses before the Goddess will accept you.
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THEO
Everyone will laugh at me.  

CARY
No they won’t.  I won’t let them.

DIANA
This is what all male supplicants to the Goddess must embrace. 

CARY
Chad did it.

THEO
I don’t want to know.

DIANA
I think you’ll look lovely.

THEO
But everyone will see!  There’ll be a scandal in the papers and--

CARY
Daddy, if they see with the eyes of the Goddess, they will know you as you truly are.  
Radiant.  Powerful.  On a path of self-discovery like the rest of us.  I promise no one will 
laugh.  

DIANA
They will honor and praise you for your courage to lay aside what imprisons you.  How 
many men have this kind of opportunity?  To embrace the feminine world?  How are you 
feeling, Theo?  

THEO
Strange.  A stranger.

DIANA
Good.  Now, say: I welcome thee Goddess. 

THEO
I welcome thee...Goddess.

DIANA
I am a vessel for you.  
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THEO
I am a vessel for you.

CARY
It’s working.

DIANA
I will surrender to you.

THEO
Surrender to you.

DIANA
Now, shirt off, arms up.

Theo does as instructed as in a daze.

THEO
Shirt up, arms off.

Diana and Cary bunch up the dress and slip it over Theo’s 
head.  They fuss to adjust it and zip.

DIANA
Oooh, simply adorable my love!  I’d get you in some nice silky underwear too if I could.  
Now, the pants.  A very important sacrifice. 

Theo takes off his boots, and the gun falls to the floor.  
Cary startles.

DIANA
You won’t be needing it.

Theo picks it up and sticks it back in his desk drawer.

He drops his pants and steps out of them, down to his 
boxer shorts.  He leans against the desk in a swoon of 
psychedelia.

Cary helps him step back into his boots. 

DIANA
Ready?   
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THEO
I’m not sure.  I feel foolish.

DIANA
How do you know what a man truly is unless you experience what a man is not?  A man in 
consort with the Goddess is uplifted for his grace and sensitivity as well as his strength.

Diana kisses Theo on the cheek.

THEO
This is crazy.  I don’t know what I’m doing.  I don’t know if I like this!

CARY
You just have to let go.  Let the Goddess take you.

THEO
I’ll try, for you.

DIANA
How do you feel?

THEO
I am inside out, or upside down.  Down.  But pretty too.  Am I forgetting something 
important...?  It’s probably my pants.

DIANA
Haha, yes, good.  Now, come with us, so we might formally introduce you and the 
Goddess...

CARY
Wait, Diana, Daddy, watching you two right now tells me you guys can fix your 
relationship, I know it!  If Swan and I can make it work and can find balance, maybe you 
two, God and Goddess on Earth, can learn to live together too!  Maybe we could all live 
together, like an actual family!

Cary puts her arms around both of them.

THEO
Let’s not get ahead of ourselves, now.
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DIANA
Time will tell, dear one.  Time will tell.  Shall we?

Outside on the street, the Hystericals and townspeople 
chant:

HYSTERICALS (OFF STAGE)
All-one!  All-one!  Call her up, bring her in!

CARY
I’ll go tell them he’s coming out!

Cary exits.

THEO
(calling after her)

I am not “coming out!”  I am just wearing a dress!

 Diana begins to lead Theo out of the office.  He stops her.  

THEO
Wait, I need something from my desk...

DIANA
Let it go.  Everything you need is ahead of you.

A CHEER from outside!  

Diana bends her arm like a gentleman and motions for 
Theo to place his arm in hers like a lady.  He’s clueless as 
to how, so she does it for him.

DIANA
This is going to be one hell of a show.

The lighting morphs around them and the office melts into 
the football stadium.
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SCENE TWELVE:

Kenney Field.  Night.

Drumming begins, slowly, sensually.

Chad and The Hystericals enter, dancing and twirling into 
various groupings of people loving on each other.  

Chad takes up a position high on the bleachers, pretending 
to conduct the bodies gyrating below.  

Cary enters, runs to him.  They embrace.

Abner and Darcy dance together, half in/half out of their 
uniforms.

All wear masks and white sheet togas, drink wine from 
bottles and pass joints to each other. 

Diana parades prom-date Theo around the group, imbibing 
on wine and weed as she pleases and passing them to 
Theo, who refuses them and passes them on to others.

DIANA
Now, explore, touch, feel, drink and be merry, let go and enjoy yourself as if this is your 
last night on earth...

Diana delivers Theo to the arms of a waiting Hysterical, 
who begins to envelop him.

THEO
Where are you going?

DIANA
I must prepare for your ritual of initiation, darling.  And we must prepare you.  Never fear.

An Hysterical hands her the bullhorn, and Diana addresses 
the crowd.
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DIANA
Gorgeous people of Midville!  Lovely ladies, gentle men, divine sparks of all ages, I am 
pleased to introduce the final member of our circle, your beloved and celebrated mayor, 
Theodore Kadmuss!

The Hystericals, the cops, Chad, and Cary all turn, elated 
to welcome Theo.  They clap and cheer.  The cops high-
five each other and appear relieved.

ABNER
Glad you came to your senses, boss!

DARCY
My hero!  

Darcy flings a hug around Theo like a lost child found.

Theo is embarrassed by everyone’s gaze. 

DIANA
He has agreed to welcome the Goddess into his heart.  We must welcome him with the love 
he deserves.  Prepare for the ritual of initiation!

Diana disappears for a moment with a couple of 
Hystericals.  Others bring out a sheet and wrap it toga-
style around Theo.  They spin him and steal kisses and 
caresses at every opportunity.

Cary runs to Theo.

CARY
Look at you, Daddy!  How do you feel?

THEO
I think I’m going to be sick.

CARY
Shhh.  You’ve never been more beautiful to me.  Your bravery is just beaming from you.

THEO
You call this bravery?  
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CARY
You’re on your way to being whole in the Goddess!  

THEO
Cary, I need to say something...if I can. I’m sorry that I hurt you, earlier.  I know I’ve been 
a difficult father.  I’ve only wanted what’s best for--

CARY
Daddy, shut up.  I forgive you!  You raised me all on your own, and you did a great job, 
mostly.  Do you forgive me?

THEO
Yes, yes, a thousand times yes.

Theo and Cary embrace.

CARY
See how nice this is?  This is what you’ve been afraid of.  Can you feel it?

THEO
It’s love all around.  Love with bravery.  Cary promise me, whatever you see, whatever 
they’re going to do to me, promise me you’ll look away.   

CARY
Haha, Daddy, it’s not what you’re thinking.

THEO
Promise me.  

CARY
I promise.

THEO
Good.  

CARY
You’re going to be magnificent.  The whole world is going to stop and listen!

THEO
I would say the same for you.
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Cary hugs Theo and then runs back to join Chad, who has 
come down from the bleachers.  They fall into each other’s 
arms.

Diana shouts into the bullhorn again.  She now wears a tie 
and a ringmaster’s top hat.

DIANA
Hystericals!  Do we choose to accept this new person as a devotee of the Goddess?

ALL
Yes!  Show him, teach him!  

DIANA
Initiate!  Choose ye to become the sacred consort of the Goddess? 

THEO
Yes, fine.

DIANA
Are you prepared for the ritual of Hieros Gamos, the sacred marriage? 

THEO
Yes, yes, whatever that is.

ALL
Light him up!  Praise her!

DIANA
Very well.  Let the initiate approach!

Various Hystericals, Abner, and Darcy all start to shuffle 
Theo closer to Diana.  Some try to grab his arms, pinch his 
nipples, or smack or grab his ass.  They laugh, whistle and 
jeer.

Cary and Chad stand off to the side.

THEO
Hey!  Ow!  Stop that! 
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HYSTERICAL #1
Fresh meat!

HYSTERICAL #2
Took you long enough, honey!

HYSTERICAL #3
Everything’s going to be fine, sweetie!

ABNER
You’re going to love this, boss!  I had no idea it could be so good!

THEO
You’re all on drugs too!  Wait!

HYSTERICAL #2
Trust us.

ALL
Trust us.

DIANA
All is one, All-One, only One.  In Her you will be remade!  You will be released from 
your hell of the mind!

The Hystericals grab Theo and spin him around to face the 
audience.  They hold his arms, perhaps a little too tightly.

Diana approaches him and puts a sheep mask over his face 
and secures it in place. 

The drums are louder, faster.

CARY
(to Chad)

It’s starting.  Let’s go make some love of our own.

CHAD
Don’t have to tell me twice!

Chad and Cary exit over the chanting...
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ALL
Call her up!  Bring her in!  Call her up!  Bring her in!

DIANA
(into the bullhorn)

Now, Hystericals, the Goddess is among us.  Now, within us.  We are She.  And She 
demands we see our little drama through to the end.  

Diana snaps her fingers.

Two Hystericals grab Theo’s wrists and arms, pinning 
him in his toga.

Diana steps down to his level.

DIANA
It’s good to see you again, my love.  Say goodbye to the life you knew.

Diana exits with the two Hystericals pulling a struggling 
Theo along with them.

The drumming is intense.

The remaining Hystericals dance into a frenzy across the 
stage, out of their minds, then exit after Diana as the 
drumming fades. 

Lights fade to black.

In the dark:

ABNER (OFF STAGE)
Gun!

Sound of two gunshots in a row.

A blood-curdling scream! 

A beat.  Silence.
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SCENE THIRTEEN:

Lights up.

Kenney Field, the morning after.  

SOUND of tiny birds chirping.

Cary, Chad, Abner, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Diaz, and all the 
Hystericals lie in clumps.  Various articles of clothing, 
wine bottles, and party props litter the stage.

A scream in the distance.  Everyone begins to awaken.

Darcy enters, running.

DARCY
What did we do?  Wake up, everybody!  What did we do!? 

Everyone sits up, rubs their eyes or scratches their heads. 

HYSTERICAL #2
Why are you screaming at us!?

ABNER
Now is not the time, Darcy!

HYSTERICAL #1
Oh, my head...

ABNER
You too?

CARY
Go back to sleep everybody.  I’m sure Diana and my Dad have it under control.

DARCY
They’re dead!  They’re both dead!

CARY
What?
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ABNER
Who is?  What are you talking about?

DARCY
Diana and the Mayor!  Do none of you remember what happened?

HYSTERICALS
No.  Not at all.  Tell us.  Tell us!

CARY
Darcy, you spit it out right now or so help me...

DARCY
(to the Hystericals)

We were all there!  You, and you, and you right there beside me.  Just now, I got up to take 
a pis-- I mean, relieve myself, sorry, and I stumbled on a whole mess of blood.  It all came 
flooding back to me, and I puked something fierce.  We were holding him down.  Diana 
was above him laughing and shouting to the Goddess.  The drums were so loud, don’t you 
remember?  The eloi eloi chanting?  The mayor was fighting so hard, resisting again all of a 
sudden, like he had changed his mind.  Suddenly Diana had a blade.  I felt a tug at my belt 
and looked down.  My gun was missing.  The mayor had it.  He pointed it right at Diana 
and fired twice.  The bullets went straight through her.  She fell on top of him with the 
knife, driving it deep into his heart as she died.  They both lay there, dead, and yet it felt 
like I should keep dancing, that it was all just part of the show.  But it wasn’t!  There ain’t 
no show!

CARY
Take me to them!

Cary tries to exit but Darcy stops her.

DARCY
There’s only Diana to take you to.  

CARY
What do you mean, where’s my father?

DARCY
He’s been torn apart.
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ABNER
By who?

CARY
Who could do such a thing?

DARCY
It was us.  We did it. 

CARY
What are you saying?

DARCY
It was us, it was us!

HYSTERICAL #3
It was retribution.  

HYSTERICAL #4
His death for hers.  

HYSTERICAL #1
Balance.

DARCY
Madness.

Darcy collapses into Abner’s arms.

CARY
Where?

Darcy points off stage.  Cary exits, running.

CHAD
We all must have been drugged or something.  I mean, more than usual.

HYSTERICAL #1
I didn’t do anything...

HYSTERICAL #2
Me neither.
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CHAD
If I could have been there-- 

ABNER
No no, we’re the cops, we’re supposed to--

DARCY
Any one of us could have stopped it!  But we didn’t.  We are all to blame in this.  

Everyone erupts in protest, shouting at each other with 
angry finger pointing.

ALL
Don’t look at me!
They killed each other!
Why didn’t you stop it?
It’s all your fault!  No, you!
This is ridiculous, stop fighting!
I didn’t touch anybody!
It was the drugs, they made me do it!
Show a little responsibility, would you?
Screw you, I’m not taking the blame!
Oh, I just want to go home!

Cary enters, carrying Diana’s staff.

CARY
You are home!  All of you.  This moment.  

Chad goes to her, she waves him off.

CARY
You are all living in the wreckage of Diana’s anger and my father’s fear.  The split between 
them was too deep.   Now they are both gone.  She was my mother.  I heard them talking 
outside his office.

CHAD
Oh Cary, I’m so sorry.

CARY
My name is Bull.
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ABNER
We’ll have to deal with the bodies.  Get back to town and--

CHAD
There’s nothing left of the place we knew!  How can we ever go back?  How can we ever 
look ourselves in the mirror again?

MRS. JOHNSON
Midville won’t ever be the same.

ABNER
Never.

A beat.

CARY
Go back to Midville and clean up.  Bury the dead.  Try to forget.  But what happened is 
done.  All they needed was to celebrate and worship together in love.  They could have 
been such a powerful team, reveling in each other’s strength, but I understand why now.  
My father began all of this, and Diana was ending it.  It was his fault for violating her.  He 
was the patriarch, thoughtfully caring for us all, yet carrying all the worst filth of his faith 
with him.  We were all his enemies.  Him and his God all alone against the world.  He died 
knowing his daughter loved him, though.  And he has been released from his loneliness 
and pain.  Thank you, Goddess.  

CHAD
How can you thank her for that?  He’s dead!  Are you still high?

CARY
I wish Diana had lived.  But I grieved for my mother a long time ago.   She had to die too, 
though.  It’s for the best, don’t you see?  What had her life become but a thirst for 
vengeance?  She went too far in her quest.  Forgot to cultivate the love and forgiveness of 
her own faith, and was blinded by her lust.  A lust driven mad.  Unbalanced.

CHAD
All of Midville would agree with you there. 

CARY
Midville?  Your mistakes runs deep too, but the Goddess forgives your ignorance!  With 
the sacrifices of my mother and father, you have been redeemed.  You are now free to 
choose your own paths, to seek your own balance with the divine, as am I.  Choose wisely.  
You will never forget the Goddess and her power.
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CHAD
You’re talking like her.  

CARY
Thank Goddess.

Cary raises the staff and shouts:

CARY
Hystericals, come!

The Hystericals need a beat or two to decide, but run to 
Cary’s side.

CHAD
Wait a second, what are you doing?

CARY
There is nothing for me here anymore.   The life I thought I knew has been wiped away, 
and I would rather let the Goddess provide for me.

CHAD
We need to deal with all this first, but we can get it all back to normal.  Just you and me, 
okay?  Stay.  We’ll get a house.  Forget about all this.  We can make it work.

CARY
The Goddess demands that I continue Her work. 

CHAD
And become like Diana?  Crazy?  Shot to death?

CARY
I am not Diana.

CHAD
I don’t think it’s right.   Not after what’s happened here.

CARY
What happened here happened because of the schism between the two faces of the divine.  
I see that now.  I can heal that.  We can heal that.  We can take the best from both and find a 
new way.  I know we can.  But only if you come with me.  Be my sacred consort.
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CHAD
But Cary, Bull, there’s my family, football, money maybe.  I can’t just leave.  

CARY
If I am not that important to you, then I must go on alone.  I will have to do my best 
without you.  You’ll marry someone else, settle down.  You might be happy.

CHAD
Not without you.

CARY
Goodbye, Chad.

CHAD
I’m afraid!

ABNER
Come on kid, I need your help with the bodies...

Abner and Darcy turn Chad toward the exit.

DARCY
Shouldn’t we get the gun, Abbie?  It’s evidence.

ABNER
We don’t want any evidence of this.

Abner, Darcy and the townspeople exit.  Chad lingers for 
a moment, but exits after them.  

CARY
(to the Hystericals)

Pretty ones, you have done the Goddess’ work well, despite the horror.  Diana’s journey, 
sadly, is complete, but this is only the beginning for us.  We will go on, bravely, and we 
will have good times doing it.  The whole world is waiting for us.  Shall we renew our 
mission and our faith?  Shall we go wherever the Goddess carries us next...?  

HYSTERICALS
Bull, bull, charging Bull!

CARY
Well?
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HYSTERICALS
(hesitant at first)

Show them, teach them!  Show them, teach them!

CARY
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

The Hystericals look at each other, nodding.

HYSTERICALS
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

Cary and the Hystericals all begin to exit, whooping and 
shouting.

Chad enters.

CHAD
(shouting)

Bull, wait!

Cary stops.  

CARY
Knew you’d come.

Chad runs to her.  They embrace.

Cary and Chad run off together.

CARY AND CHAD 
Eloi, eloi, eloi!

A beat.  Blackout.

END OF PLAY
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