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Release #2018-07  For Publication: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

 
 

Californians support imposing greater controls on gun ownership.  
Strong support for a nationwide assault weapons ban;  Voters oppose allowing school personnel 

to carry firearms in the schools. 
 
 
By Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll 
(o) 510-642-6835 (c) 415-602-5594 
 
The latest Berkeley IGS Poll finds that a record proportion of state voters (64%) believe that it is 
more important to impose greater restrictions on the sale of guns than it is to protect Americans’ 
Second Amendment rights (32%). 
 
Californians also strong support (67%) banning the sale of assault weapons nationwide.  Just 
29% are opposed. 
 
But, by a 61% to 37% margin voters oppose the idea of allowing properly vetted and trained 
school personnel, such as teachers, school administrators, staff, or civilian security, to carry 
firearms in the local public schools. 
 
Democrats and Republicans hold starkly differing views about these matters. Greater than eight 
in ten Democrats attach more importance to imposing greater controls on gun ownership than 
protecting Second Amendment rights, support an assault weapons ban, and oppose allowing 
school personnel to carry guns in their own local school.  Large majorities of Republicans, on the 
other hand, attach greater importance to protecting the rights of Americans to own guns, oppose 
an assault weapons ban, and favor allowing school personnel to carry guns into the schools. 
 
Voters in the state’s coastal counties voice greater support for stronger gun control laws and 
opposition to allowing guns in the schools than voters living in the state’s inland counties. 
 
These are the findings from a Berkeley IGS Poll conducted online in English and Spanish April 
15-22 among over 4,000 registered voters across the state. 
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Weighing the importance of gun control laws against voters’ Second Amendment rights 
In statewide surveys dating back to 1999, majorities of Californians have consistently placed 
greater importance on imposing more restrictions on gun ownership than on protecting 
Americans’ second amendment rights to own a gun.  Those who currently take this position now 
include 64% of voters, a record high.  This is twice the proportion who feels it is more important 
to protect Americans’ right to own guns (32%).  
 
Democrats and Republicans hold starkly different opinions about this.  The latest survey finds 
that while 89% of Democrats attach greater importance to placing greater controls on gun 
ownership, 76% of Republicans feel otherwise and say it is more important to protect Americans’ 
Second Amendment rights to own guns. 
 
Voters living in the state’s populous coastal counties are also more likely than those living in 
inland counties to give priority to imposing greater restrictions on gun ownership. 
 
 

Table 1 
Which is more important – protecting Americans’ Second Amendment right to own guns or 

imposing greater controls on gun ownership  
(among California registered voters) 

 Imposing 
greater controls on 

gun ownership  
% 

Protecting 
2nd Amendment 
right to own guns 

% 

 
              No  

opinion 
              % 

 Late April 2018 64 32 4 
February 2013 61 34 5 
April 2002 55 39 6 
June 2000 56 37 7 
August 1999 57 35 8 

 Party (Late April 2018)    
Democrat 89 9 2 
Republican 22 76 2 
No party pref/other 62 32 6 

 Area (Late April 2018)    
Coastal counties 69 28 3 
Inland counties 52 44 4 
Prior year findings based on statewide surveys conducted by The Field Poll, as reported in Release #2441, 
published February 26, 2013 by Field Research Corporation.  
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Six in ten believe stronger gun laws are effective in reducing violent crime 
Six in ten voters (60%) believe stricter gun laws are effective in reducing the amount of violent 
crime in their community, while 39% are skeptical. 
 
Democrats and Republicans hold opposite positions about this, with 83% of Democrats believing 
gun control laws are an effective deterrent to violent crime, while 82% of Republicans saying 
they are not effective. 
 
Coastal voters see gun laws as being effective in reducing the amount of violent crime in their 
community nearly two to one (64% to 35%).  Inland county voters hold more divided opinions 
about this. 
 

Table 2 
Perceived effectiveness of stronger laws restricting the sale and possession of guns  

in reducing the amount of violent crime in their community 
(among California registered voters) 

 Very/ 
somewhat 
effective 

% 

Not too/ 
not at all 
effective 

% 

 
 

No opinion 
% 

Late April 2018 60 39 1 
June 2000 54 42 4 
August 1999 61 37 2 
June 1994 54 40 6 

Party (Late April 2018)    
Democrat 83 15 2 
Republican 18 82 * 
No party preference/other 59 39 2 

Area (Late April 2018)    
Coastal counties 64 35 1 
Inland counties 49 50 1 

Prior year findings based on statewide surveys conducted by The Field Poll, as reported in Release #1971, 
published July 12, 2000 by Field Research Corporation. 
*  Less than ½ of 1% 
 
Strong support for a nationwide ban on assault weapons 
Two in three California voters (67%) endorse banning the sale of assault weapons nationwide.  
This is more than twice the proportion (29%) who are opposed.   
 
Greater than eight in ten Democrats (85%) line up in support of an assault weapons ban.  While 
most Republicans (58%) are opposed, their opposition is not as great as it is about other gun 
control issues measured in the poll.  In addition, majorities of voters in both coastal counties and 
inland counties favor the ban. 
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Table 3 
Voter opinions about a nationwide ban on the sale of assault weapons in the U.S. 

(among California registered voters) 
 Favor 

% 
Oppose 

% 
No opinion 

% 
Total statewide 67 29 4 
Party    

Democrat 85 11 4 
Republican 37 58 5 
No party preference/other 65 31 4 

Area    
Coastal counties 71 25 4 
Inland counties 58 37 5 

Not asked in previous surveys in a comparable fashion.    
 
 
Six in ten oppose allowing school personnel to carry firearms in their local public schools 
One of the proposals gaining currency in the wake of the recent mass shootings in schools across 
the country is to allow school personnel, such as teachers, school administrators, staff or civilian 
security, to carry firearms in the schools as a means of providing greater protection to students.  
However, when asked about this, a 61% majority of Californians statewide opposes the idea, 
while just 37% are in favor. 
 
Partisan differences are again stark, with 83% of Democrats in opposition, while 75% of 
Republicans in favor.  
 
Coastal counties voters are also more opposed to allowing school personnel to carry firearms in 
their local schools than voters living in the state’s inland counties.  
 

Table 4 
Voter opinions about allowing school personnel* to carry firearms in the local public 

schools in your community, if they were vetted and received special training 
(among California registered voters) 

 Favor 
% 

Oppose 
% 

No opinion 
% 

Total statewide 37 61 2 
Party    

Democrat 15 83 2 
Republican 75 24 1 
No party preference/other 37 59 4 

Area    
Coastal counties 32 65 3 
Inland counties 48 50 2 

*  This includes teachers, administrators, staff or civilian security.   
   Not asked in previous surveys. 
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About the Survey  
 
The findings in this report are based on a survey of 4,038 registered voters by the Institute of 
Governmental Studies (IGS) at the University of California, Berkeley.  The survey was completed online 
by distributing emails to stratified random samples of registered voters throughout California April 16-22, 
2018 in English and Spanish.  Each email invitation asked voters to participate in a short non-partisan 
survey conducted by IGS, providing a link to the website where the survey could be found.  The sample 
listings of voters and their email addresses were derived from information contained on the state’s official 
voter rolls.  The voter lists were provided by Political Data Inc., which is collaborating with IGS in its 
2018 pre-election polling. 

 
During the data processing phase, post-stratification weights were applied to align the sample of 
registered voters responding to the survey to the political and demographic characteristics of the state’s 
overall registered voter population.  

 
The IGS study director was responsible for overseeing all phases of the research, including the 
development of the survey questionnaire and email scripts, their translation into Spanish, the rules of 
sample selection, development of the post-stratification weights, oversight of data processing, and the 
analysis of the survey data.  
 
Sampling error estimates applicable to the results of any probability-based survey depend on sample size, 
the percentage distributions being examined and the design effects relating to how the sample was drawn. 
While estimates of the overall sampling error applicable to the results in this survey are not exact, it is 
likely that the maximum sampling error applicable to the results from the overall sample of registered 
voter is about +/- 3 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. 
 
Questions Asked 
When it comes to gun ownership laws, which do you think is more important? 

(1) protecting Americans’ Second Amendment right to own guns 
(2) imposing greater controls on gun ownership 

 
Would you favor or oppose a nationwide ban on the sale of assault weapons in the United States? 
 
How effective do you think stronger laws restricting the sale and possession of guns would be in reducing 
the amount of violent crime in your community? 
 
Would you favor or oppose allowing school personnel, such as administrators, support staff, teachers or 
civilian security, to carry firearms in the local public schools in your community, if they have been vetted 
and have received special training? 
 

About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that pursues a 
vigorous program of research, education, publication and public service.  A component of the University 
of California (UC) system’s flagship Berkeley campus, it is the oldest organized research unit in the UC 
system and the oldest public policy research center in the state.  IGS conducts periodic surveys of 
California public opinion on matters of politics, public policy and public issues through its Berkeley IGS 
Poll, housed within its newly established Citrin Center for Public Opinion Research.  For a complete 
listing of stories issued by the poll go to https://igs.berkeley.edu/igs-poll/berkeley-igs-poll. 




