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Table 1. Questionnaire responses on turtle dove damage to crop plants.

No. of No. of %
respondents respondents Respondents Part(s)
Name of that grow that allege who allege of crop Time of
crop crop damage damage damage damage
Maize 365 350 95.89 Seeds Sowing
Cotyle- germinating
don harvesting
Rice 305 245 80.32 Seeds Sowing
Sorghum 280 270 96.42 Seeds Sowing
Cowpea 225 215 95.56 Seeds Planting
Cotyle- germinating
don
Soyabean 25 25 100 Seeds Sowing
' Cotyle- germinating
don
Groundnut 85 25 29.41 Cotyle- Germinating
don

CONTROL

The replies from farmers indicated that the most common form of control is human scaring which is
fast becoming obsolete because scarers are no Jonger available and they are very expensive to maintain.

Maize and rice grains soaked in concentrated insecticides have been used to ki1l birds but this
habit is dangerous and is being discouraged.

DISCUSSION

The dove is already presenting a serious problem in avian pest research as the country focuses
attention on improved agricultural production. Extent of damage is also related to population. There-
fore, research presently undertaken is the study of the breeding behavior of the dove in captivity.
Results have so far indicated that two eggs are laid regularly at intervals of between 6-8 weeks. Most
of the eggs are also hatched. Thus, where foed is plentiful and other conditions are favorable, there
could be a population explosion of the red-eyed turtle dove leading to more devastation of crops.

The dove s a common household pet in many parts of Nigeriaz. It is regarded as a bird of "peace"
whose presence in the home infers some sort of peaceful existence. Thus, social conditions involving
taboos confer some protection on this bird, thereby limiting control options that could be used to stop
its deleterious activities.

The problems of controlling our bird pests include: 1) lack of enough researchers, and 2} the
bird pests have not all been identified except those that are affecting large commercial and government

plantations.

Meanwhile, the bird pests that are locally destroying the crops of peasant farmers are very
important because sometimes the damage is total and peasant farmers form approximately 80% of the
country's farming population. Therefore, if these bird pests are not controlled, they could become
real major problems in the future.

The future research needs with regard to the control of the pest activities of this species is
to try various control measures under field and laboratory conditions. Such control measures include
the use of avicides, repellents and suitable traps.
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