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The mémoire vivante project 
Gretchen Schiller

The “Mémoire vivante” living memory research project advances the hypothesis that the 
subjective tacit kinaesthetic knowledges drawn from the dancer’s experience are not valued as 
part of our kinaesthetic culture. This is largely due to social and methodological constraints. To 
address this gap, this paper proposes to elaborate upon the ways in which dancer Germana 
Civera remembers through her body and develops very adaptive embodied cognitive skills 
through language, metaphor and daily practice. The research will be presented as a performative 
portrait (prô traho)  pulling and “bringing forth” the dancer’s tacit knowledges as kineaesthetic 
markers of thirty years of dancing. It focusing on the dancer’s ghost gestures (Behnke) and 
micromovements apparent through the dancer’s constant shifting of weight from one foot to 
another.The intent is to extract the idiosyncratic specificities of choreographic experience which 
altered her physical understanding of the body and contributed to her gestural repertoire.

This videodance project (using motion capture, oral history and videodance) is currently in 
development and funded by the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme with ÉCLAIR, la Maison de la 
création, Université Grenoble Alpes.
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