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Gardens can be delightful, pretty, beautiful places. But in writing this piece, I had in mind a garden that 
remembers its wildness. I'm always surprised that nature gives us permission to tame it a little, when we make a 
garden. Gardens stand outside our homes, as some sort of mediating space between what is safe and what is 
not. Gardens are full of life, of every kind, and thus they are also full of death. Et ego in Arcadia. 
 
In this Garden I want to evoke feeling so intense that it is fragrant. When we are children, we play in gardens, 
and wander to the very edges of our imaginations; later, as adults, we may return and stand and hope to see 
our younger selves again. We are often alone, in gardens. We remember, in gardens: we drift into memory and 
sometimes we fall asleep, and dream. Sometimes we keep vigil. We may wait, in a garden: for a lover, for 
betrayal, for a kiss. I hope this piece evokes some of the still, strange, wildness of a dusk garden – fragrant with 
memory and emotion, sometimes ominous.  
 
An idyll – a garden – is something that is both a place and a time, and there are in our existence spots of time 
that change the knowing of ourselves. 
 
 
 
please inform the composer of performances through https://cecilialivingston.com or 
cecilia.livingston@gmail.com 
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