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Chris Sansom 

Hall of Mirrors V 

for Chamber Orchestra 
(ideal version) 





Hall of Mirrors V  is scored for a chamber orchestra of 19 players:  

1 flute / alto flute / piccolo 
1 oboe / cor anglais 
1 clarinet 
1 bass clarinet 
1 bassoon / contrabassoon  

1 horn in F 
1 trumpet in B flat or C with harmon, cup and straight mutes 
1 tenor/bass trombone with straight and harmon mutes 
1 tuba  

2 percussion (see below)  
1 cimbalom 
1 harp 
1 piano 

2 violins  
1 viola 
1 cello 
1 double bass  

Percussion 1: 

 ç crotales  V vibraphone ı tubular bells 
 † triangle 2• 2 tam-tams 2‘ 2 log drums 

Percussion 2: 

 G glockenspiel M marimba † triangle 

 5ç 5 cowbells 5E  5 temple blocks ££ 2 tom-toms 

It is recommended that the crotales are mounted above and behind the vibraphone, so as to be 
immediately accessible while playing the vibraphone. Similarly with the glockenspiel and marimba. 

Mallets/beaters are indicated as follows: 

 – hard ± medium � soft 

 _ large soft - drumstick Æ  metal 

Only one beater at a time is indicated in the part, it being up to the player to use the appropriate 
number for the particular passage. Where none are indicated, the default beater for the instrument is 
assumed (eg, metal triangle beater, tubular bells hammer). Consistency is not guaranteed! 



Notes on Performance
This music derives originally from the output of a computer program called Fractal Music, which I 
wrote in the 1990s for the Atari ST (of fond memory) with the help of my friend Laurence Glazier, who 
also suggested the title of this work. The notated score is as close as I could reasonably get to the original 
material, with a minimum of compromises, while still being something like readable. However, 
playability is another matter, so the score in its present state should be regarded as an ideal version. If 
any ensemble really can perform this as it stands, naturally I would be only too delighted (not to 
mention surprised), but I fully intend to produce a further version for performance, with some thinned-
out textures, greater freedom for interpretation of some rapid passages and a generally greater regard to 
practicability. 

Eventually it will be the final (and second longest) movement of a projected five movement work (hence 
the V ).

Tempi and duration 
Some of these may be a little ambitious, but please don’t slow it down more than absolutely necessary. 
The composer’s MIDI recording lasts approximately 9 minutes — it would be good to keep it to no 
more than 10.  

Dynamics 
I use the abbreviation n for niente instead of a number of ps to indicate a silent entry before a crescendo 
or a fade to nothing after a diminuendo.  

Laisser vibrer
The following instruments should be allowed to ring indefinitely unless otherwise indicated: crotales, 
glockenspiel, tubular bells (the sustain pedal should be locked down), triangles, tam-tams, harp and 
cimbalom — but not the vibraphone, which should be played as written. 

In the case of the cimbalom, for which I have not previously written, this treatment arose through a 
misunderstanding brought about by the virtual instrument I used for my MIDI recording, where the 
sustain pedal works to damp rather than to undamp the notes (I use the same instrument for the harp, 
where the pedal also works this way — but that makes sense!). However, my writing here for the 
instrument is based on this assumption, so the player will have to keep a foot on the sustain pedal 
through most of the piece.
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© C Sansom 2016

Score notated in C

for chamber orchestra
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ȯ

! . œ .œ

‰ œ œ œ> Œ

œ ! œ œ œ ! œ ‰

ȯ
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