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. -x PRESENCE IN/AND HINDU NATIONALISM

Paola Bacchetta

is chapter, [ attempt to open up a space for a discussion of the place of
ifically queer gender, sexualities and relationalities, in a postcolonial
nalist formation: right-wing Hindu nationalism in India. However,
out, it will be helpful to keep this in mind: instead of particularising
dii nationalism or any other form of Indian nationalism, or even postco-

we might consider how this analysis, or per-

bnationalisms more widely,
e national, regional

parts thereof, resonates well beyond this immediat
pecific geo-political context. _
Epresent, a number of insightful feminist and queer ana..lyt.ms address the
Eof gender and sexuality in nationalisms, empire, colonialism an(-iaEPOSt)
liality. Many explain how dominant (incernal elite amc/or C-Okc)lmitc)s Sc’Ifc;
i‘Socicty impose heteronormativity in colonial and colonlifl i 1sm dc.l‘l 4
most analytics of nationalism either explicitly state Of .Carrg rmation. I).:l
esupposition that heterosexuality i integral t? naﬂ-orl1 oe 1 For some
i, the nation is understood as an oppressive family “fm gr;gnd for others
fars, the nation-family is primarily characterised by sexisti =

375
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MAJORITARIAN 4 [N/AND HINDU NAT
BJP, RSS and HSS leaders that appearin 2. (R pRESEN L operatcd- To make sens¢ of the
I demonstrate that there are gendered diff ¥ ha ; Q¥ onsider how this P _ditions and practices, orientalists
berween Hindu nationalist men’s and women 5 de st £ Sreditex®” o ill re oduced today in some
will specify thar chis present chapi weme : i 0 Hind! & egories ¥ ich are still r€P ey L lvador
men’s di i ter co; i ot ewo cate ised of texts of the rahm :
o scourse and practice, not women’s, mﬂmf" pe " di comp 12 Litele Tradition” (Hin duisms of
fo ta‘d'l.f:or o pCHOds Decauzein the tim 7 ."A J]ﬂ‘i‘d; Grﬁal f[ldu op ulallon); r; d ‘GGreat Tradition’ WOka and lC&
CO;P:: miucukz: of Hindu nationalist me; ﬂp—lﬁ';ﬂ( P:;j,scs Sclccthly mf: at; e " 4 Nandy have
I€S, DOO. Orces, a.nd massive " Z ] 'rtrl. ) Orlcn b Che Ways] (=; ; 3 I
. = b )Y . ok :n which male subjectivities
ransotrcfg ; h'oﬁs nationaland oftcagacel # mj};rad“mi]":s)’ selectivi®y CanerI; c-):-tsshurllotions of proper masculin-
2 thnsfxovu y in tlhmcdiiscapc in o urdz 1 orie™ lod in con ormity with nu;d # marginaliscd AT
at ows, i bcgin el g Pl S0 . men €O 2
traffic (from Britain to India) in ::ln"f:':{a“; 7 ‘j{bt ‘;‘c; ggmimn;y is:g:’r:)’ chat would underlie both colonial and
face in Hindu nationalism. In the scc:) p o “in place formS.O S“; il examples are the colonial use of the epics the
e el PT(niﬂ quecrpho ia. ' ana, wherein Wars provide a backdrop for colo-
0 2 - .
! dubale % arding colonial-normativc masculinity.
rcumscribe ‘proper’ colo-

raiff atd A0
Wc[ivc rocedures ffrg
erp” ‘Great LI
2 same GIC.
o margiﬂahsc’ con
This, for instance,

il F‘”‘i;ré ﬁgurarions. 0.
© e B s (fw books) sic

the dhar™* ept or even celebr

d ‘Little Tradition Some examples

wmcod e vast array
ded ‘Auparishtaka (oral

odition’ texts that ci
demn or propose punishment for queer

is the case of the two epics, and

as the Manusmirti. Orientalists
ate queer within

and queer-ambiguity in Hindu nari e
nationalist ¢

:c paradoxical queerphilic and que i
indu nationalism, befo! E ir ?

of sources that acc
Tradition an

Indian repression of dissident gender and
alism, as should become evident bclo e ‘
from current forms in extent and in cor @or o\mf“fgories : Grea't ; .
e and i [hr‘l - utra which mcludcs_ a chapter enti ;
0 dotyale ") valorising $2me sex relations; lesbian folk tales from Himachal
it mjesh.ﬁ practices such as maitri karar (friendship agreement, a form of
o rween women); and iconography such as in the Tara-Tasatini
a1

pridge be

ank of Orissa. {iin
enlists selectiviEy proceeded, yet coincided with, administrati

aincin colonial rule; they were based in a common field

sNundy demonstrates, €0 sustain their rule the British disc
fiboheld symbolic power), co-opted 7ajas of princely stat

and formed a class of Indian collaborators f(\)} th

continent. The British inscribed pr‘C:U
national law (see below) that have. oﬂ'fr
colonial period, across the poﬁﬁéé:‘lr sp
policies that denigrate queers ca:rry” i

institutionalised baggage.
The colonial genealogy of cur
xenophobia is vast and multi- I
dreas orientalist discourse an arice To this effect, the British constructed Bra ‘me
i i ot B plaeied a category of Indian ‘martial races’ as the ids
s :slml,.smccpdon'_u Bcpca, ‘n e iybased on kshatriya (warrior and princely cast.’ef mar
P e mglénk.l ng? o obnialism to their own people in England thf. Briti
i m, ‘ﬂ_ 0 pesence in terms of a civilising mission, a ;10 i
; el
ostnuction of upper-caste Hindu men as opE

ed:

g:gujan men as sexually promiscuous and o
¥aspart of a wider British colonial field o
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