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 Video Audio 

Drone shot of San Francisco Capitol Building  
 
 
Drone shot of San Francisco traffic  
 
Shot of Ella Baker Center mural 
 
Shot of kid playing in the park 
 
Memorial of someone who died 

Instrumental “Inner City Blues” by Marvin Gaye 
playing 

Drone descends on McAllister Street condos Mattie Scott: MS: We have lost more people to 
gun violence on the street than we did in the Iraq 
war. 
 
Just about every corner in the area, a young 
man or young woman lost their life to gun 
violence. Just about every corner.  

Mattie Interview Shot That’s we ask where is our homeland security. 
Where is it? Where is it? 

 
 
Title card “Makes me want to holler” 

 
Working Title about Gun Violence and Public 
Health  

Interview shot of Mattie  Archival footage or pictures of Mattie and her 
son  

Home video of Mattie and her son interacting  MS: [00:06:59] My son. Was murdered. He 
was at a graduation party...They begin an 
argument and a party and my son bought 
them outside to try to resolve it. He was 
always a peacemaker and he always 
thought that you could handle things by just 
talking about it. You know that's the way I 
brought him up...And it escalated. And the 
other young man pulled a gun. And shot my 



son five times. 
 

Shot ot Lynn driving. LW: I’m taking you to the place where they 
guy who actually killed my daughter, where 
they used to hang out.  
 
Right here on this corner, Kirkwood and 
Mendell, this was the corner in which the guy 
who killed my daughter would stand and was 
kind of like the lead person. But 
unfortunately, a lot of the young men who 
stood here are either deceased or 
incarcerated.  

Establishing Shot of SF Medical Emergency 
sign  

NAT SOUND of Ambulance siren 

 Dr. Fahimi [00:35:40]: There would be night 
shifts that were 8 hours long. There would be 
night shifts where we would see 5 to ten gun 
victims on one shift. [00:36:00] 

 Dr. Fahimi: So if somebody says they 
smoke. I know the effects of smoking on 
health...I can offer them resources to help 
them stop smoking. But when it comes to 
gun violence. I feel like a lot of time 
physicians at the bedside don’t really know 
what to do with that information.   

Mattie driving in her car  MS: This is our community. This is 
Buchannan Mall that we’re about to hit. My 
son was killed right there--oh parking space!  

Mattie showing the bush where her son died NAT SOUND of mattie saying this is where 
my son was murdered  



Pan drone shot of the apartment complex 
and detail shots of the area  

MS: [00:12:48] It was a hot July night. It was 
eleven thirty at night. And so many people 
saw what happened. No one ever came 
forward to say who did it. No one. And that 
hurt. That really hurt.  
 
 
 

Interview shot of Mattie MS: [00:23:26] So there was no services. 
There was nothing here for us as women 
who'd lost children gun violence. I seen 
everything for domestic violence. But I see 
nothing for us. And at that time give us 96 
homicides that year in San Francisco. My 
son was number 53. 

Mattie going through her book of headlines  MS: I felt like I was robbed. Robbed of so 
many things you know. And then robbed 
particularly of services. Services from a 
system where I was paying taxes and got no 
services and got no help. Got no support. 
[00:24:35] 

Lynn on camera, nat sot with Waringa WK: What’s the youngest victim that you’ve had? 
LW: A couple of months, I’ll just say under a 
couple of months. 

Lynn pulls out the box underneath her desk NAT SOUND of box hitting the ground  
 
TEXT: 
Lynn Westry of the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health started CRISIS to help mothers 
like Mattie. 

Lynn pulls out old pictures of her daughter LW: My poor little box...She is the reason for the 
work that I do.  
 
This is my daughter Shinika Westry, she was 
killed Sept. 7, 1998, my oldest daughter was 18.  
  
 
 
 



Scene with Lynn pulling out all the obituaries 
in her office and spreading them on the floor 

LW: [00:00:47]  I’m showing you some of the 
obituaries of some of the different families that 
I’ve worked with over the years [00:00:55] and 
just an enormous amount of young people that 
have just have been taken away by um as a 
result of violence in the community [00:01:10] 
and I really would like it to be known that these 
are brothers, sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, 
that have been taken from our community 
[00:01:29]  

Lynn Westry looking at obituaries  [00:02:00] Waringa Kamau: and how many 
people have you helped? 
 
[00:02:04] LW: Oh my God, probably over 1,000. 

Close up on obits [00:03:37] LW: It really saddens me. 
 
[00:04:27] I mean do you know the potential, just 
in this—and this is just a small 4:32 factor right 
here of obituaries and I never thought that I 
would be one to kind of collect obituaries, but 
this is the story. [00:04:44] 

Cutaways to Lynn’s office  I look at this violence as a health issue and I 
think until we really start addressing it as a 
health issue [00:01:17] 
 
 [00:01:00]We can’t really heal like we need to, 
because we know that when violence happens it 
brings on a lot of other things  
 

Shots of capital, protesters chanting, 
marching  

“Who speaks, survivors speak!” 
 
“We want change now, I said we want change 
now” 

EXT shot of CA State Capitol 
Hear protesters in the background  
 
People settling into the healing circle 
 
Show crowd holding up signs  

Music in background...Mattie and Lynn meet.  
 
Serenity prayer. God, grant me the serenity...In 
Jesus name Amen. 



 
Cut to sign of healing tent healing tent 
 
 
Banners on healing tent wall  
 
 
 
Crowd listening, praying 
 
 
 
 

Latrice interview shot  My name is Latrice. I’m from San Francisco, I 
lost my first born son in 2012. I lost my second 
one in 2013….and I lost my husband in January 
2017. This is my first time being here, this is the 
first time in 5 years asking for help. I’m very 
nervous because of the pain that’s going through 
my heart, but I’m ok and I’m glad to be here and 
I need here because I’m so fucking angry. I’m 
angry as fuck right now. And I don’t wanna go 
back to Hunter’s point, I really don’t. I just wish I 
could stay out here, not with all this heat though. 
I just wanna thank everybody for coming and 
thank Lynn and Mattie for even thinking about 
me.  

Hear her speak  
 
Cuttaway to crowd laying hands on a mother 
or shot where people hug each other  

Mom #2, Liz Torres: My son, Francisco....I have 
peace in my heart.  

Lynn speaking at the healing circle  [8:07] LW: I want you to know, I work for the 
department of public health. I go to the crime 
scene. I’m there when a mother is screaming, 
I’m there to embrace that mother to walk that 
mother through. [8:28], I can turn my head and 
drop a tear, because I know that pain first hand... 
because I work with a team, because we do 
51-50’s for adults, kids, suicides, homicides, 
suicides, you name it. If it’s a crisis we respond. 
[9:14] it’s non ending. 
 



I want you guys to know that I’m shedding tears, 
but I’m shedding tears for all of us here today, 
because I am a survivor and that is my 
testimony.  

Mattie hyping up the crowd at the Survivor 
Speaks March  
 
Mattie leading the march and marchers 
chanting  
 
Cut away to people looking down on them in 
the building 
 
Back to marchers walking down the sidewalk  
 
Mattie Interview  
 
 

MS: Everybody should be up in arms about this. 
This is an epidemic. It’s an epidemic and a 
disease.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And it should be treated like the disease that it is.  

Dr. Fahimi Interview Shot  
 
 
 
 
 
Nurses wheeling carts  
  
 
Nurses looking at heart beating  

 Dr. Fahimi: [00:17:41] I don’t see how guns are 
not a public health issue. I mean we make public 
health issues out of everything. Out of seatbelts, 
and helmets and how to properly secure your 
swimming pool. You name it, it’s a public health 
issue. And public health has made enormous 
strides. Smoking is a perfect example because in 
the 50s they published some original papers 
saying “We think cigarette smoke might cause 
cancer.” And more and more research was done. 
It was taken up as a public health issue, because 
we realized that people were dying as a result of 
smoking.  [00:18:30]  

Crime scene footage  
 
 
 
 
 
Mattie Interview shot  

 
MS: I'm worried. Are there going to be any 
African-American men left for my granddaughter 
to marry? Will she walk down the aisle with 
someone? Are they going to be any men left in 
our community? That's a question I have to ask. 
Because if they're not incarcerated they’re being 
murdered [01:09:29] And it seems like planned 
genocide. [01:09:36] 
  
 



Fade to black TEXT: San Francisco is one in a handful of cities 
that address gun violence as a public health 
issue.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT: 
Nearly 100,000 people are hit by a bullet every year in America -- and on average, 93 of them 
die daily. Outside the network of victims and survivors of gun violence, little attention is paid to 
this public health crisis. Enter Lynn Westry, a mother who prematurely lost her daughter, and 
invented a new strategy to combat gun violence in her neighborhood and city. Westry created 
CRISIS, a service that works alongside the San Francisco Department of Public Health, to help 
families cope with the trauma of community violence in a system that neglects them. Westry 
knew this was a public health problem, so recognizing that victims of gun crimes were often 
suspected perpetrators of later ones, as if violence were a contagious pathogen, she and her 
team of public health officials meet with police officers at crime scenes and immediately get to 
work on solving these traumatic effects physically and mentally. Mattie Scott is one of those 
mothers who Lynn helped. Scott’s son, 24, was murdered trying to break up a fight at a 
graduation party around the corner from his house. He left two sons behind. The lack of care, 
concern, victim services, response in her son’s death and the negative image attached to his 
murder by the media, turned Scott's pain into action. After connecting with Lynn, Mattie came up 
with the idea of having healing circles for mothers and fathers who lost their children as a way to 
address the lack of mental health services they desperately needed. Their unofficial motto 
became “Hurt people, hurt people and healed people, heal people.” Both women are 
determined to bring attention to this major disparity of black and brown males being killed 
everyday in our streets. “Someone was going to pay attention to this epidemic,” said Scott. 
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