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DISCLAIMER 

This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by the United States 
Government. While this document is believed to contain correct information, neither the 
United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor the Regents of the University of 
California, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or 
assumes any legal responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any 
information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not 
infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, 
process, or service by its trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the 
United States Government or any agency thereof, or the Regents of the University of 
California. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or 
reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof or the Regents of the 
University of California. 
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The Half-Life of 
10

Be: ·A Correction* 

Yiou and Raisbeck( 
1

) have published a redeterminati~n of the half-life of 

10
Be 1 which differs from the previous measurements of Hughes et al.( 2) and 

McMillan {3). Thi.s discrepancy motivated me to check my original work sheets, 

and I discovered no mistakes except in the last step of the calculations, the con-

Version of decay constant to half-life, where I neglected to include the factor 

ln 2. Since both the decay constant and the half-life are given in the published 

?C.?cr 1 any reader can see where the :.nistake was made. I would therefore like 

to revise my 1947 result from {2.5 i 0.5) x 106 years to (1.7 i 0.4) x 106 years. 

6 
The result of Yiou and Raisbeck for the half-l.ife is { 1. 5 :t 0. 3) x 10 years, 

i.:1 agreement with my revised value. There remains the discrepant value of 

6 
2. 9 X 10 years {no error given) of Hughes et al.' but their publication gives no 

details from which the precision of this measur~ment can be judged, and it 

should probably be given very little weight. It seems most likely that a value 

close to I. 5 x 10
6 

years is the correct orie for the half-life of 
10

Be. 

) (1) F. YiouandG.M. Raisbeck, Phy. Rev. Lett. 29, 372(1972\ 

(2) D. J. Hughes, C. Eggler and C. M. Huddleston, Phy. Rev. 
]J_, 269 (1947) 

(3) E. M. McMillan, Phy. Rev.E, 591 {1947) 

>:'Work done under the auspices of the United State~t 
Atomic Energy Commission 
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