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Student Denied Visting Permit 
Third year student 
struggles with adminis­
trative delays. 

By Crystal Howard
Senior Editor 

Nguyen had just accepted a public interest 
job, so money was tight-the couple would 
be paying all of Mr. Nguyen's bar expenses 
on public service salaries, in addition to man­
aging the expenses of day-to-day living. The 
couple could not afford two households, nor 
could they manage to remain aparffor six 
months. In early November, Dean Cheadle 
declared a "bright-line rule": relationships 

Very few students are allowed to spend are not a hardship unless the couple is mar-
a semester visiting .another institution. Per- ried. Same-sex couples mighfbe treated dif-
mission is gra·nted only under extreme cir- ·ferently since they do not have the option·' 
cumstances, such as when a student must to marry in California; but for opposite-sex 
seek medical treatment elsewhere or needs couples, the case is closed. 
to attend to a sick family member. Not ev- Mr. Nguyen asked whether getting 
erything that the average student might con- married immediately would cause the school 
sider a "hardship," however, is so consid- to grant permission; Dean Cheadle re-
ered by the administration. As 3L Willie sponded that it might, and that l\1r. Nguyen
Nguyen found out, even being engaged to should contact Dean Jonathan Varat/which 
a person living hundreds of miles away does he did. Dean Varat did not respond. 
not rise to the level of '.'extrnordinary cir- Eventually, Mr. Nguyen received a 
cumstances." phone call from Dean Barbara Varat, who 

Mr. Nguyen spent this last summer explained that Dean J. Varat was busy and 
and fall semester working and externing in another school. 

UCLAW students Bear .Down 
for Harsh Calif omia Winter 

.. ,.,I •• ~~II, 

Nina Wessel 3L, braves the elements to study outdoors. Many UCLA W students are 

strangely wifazed by winter weathe1: 

the San Francsico Bay Area. Although he After receiving no reply, Mr. Nguyen question." importantly, it really illustrated the totally 
had been planning to return to UCLAW for. re-sent his email several days later, again , Dean B. Varat, frustrated with the arbitrary nature of the decision-making pro-
his spring semester, in October he became asking whether the decision would. be dif- · .. amount of time spent on the matter, sent an cess." 

.. engaged to his.gjrlfriend of four.ye~rs .... He ferent.were he married. Dean B. Varat re- e,nail apparentlyint~ndcd for Dean Cheadle Dean B. Varat acknowledged in a sub-

.. · .as~.ed .. t ... h(uc .. L.·· .. 'A w. .•.•. adn:i.fo .. istr···.·.ati~n. ti.or P.ei:-.· .. ·. '.P.·. lie .. d. that«the.' m.·. ai·:.h~'g'~ qu.' es .. t.·.ion·'.;.•is n.\o~.·.·t.·· ,at'.· .. ·.· .. bttt,~hich,~a.d;l;>een "r~rit~dt,t,o l)4r:ijgq¥e11v" ~eq~rit,~lt\i.' ijjl t.,lliit.J,\;-" .. , .. ·,,o.,,J.l.lc;j,rJ1a¼,\'!Q,e,e11;fairJo 
'Initsio'ri to'he\'i ,'i'\lisiting" sti'.1debt at either ''i:hi~-:p·~i;t''be'ead'§e Hastings ap1iic~tid~s' inste:Id:'''<,Liz, sHall'"'\ve'.'sa'.f'yes? I"3tffRE- 'allow the couple' fb marry and .for Mr, 
Hastings or Boalt. The reasons, he says, were past due, Mr. Nguyen answered that ALLY sick ifthis .. :•~ .. (sic]. Mr. Nguyen ''was Nguyen to have been a visitor at Hastings, 
were both financial and emotional: his Hastings had told him there was still a pos- quite shocked when I received Dean Bar- except that by now it was too late. The email 
fiancee had followed him to Los Angeles sibility to attend despite the expired appli- bara Varat's e-mail that was intended for.Dean also admitted that Mr. Nguyen's initial re-
but now had the perfect job as an elemen- cation deadline; again he asked Dean B. Cheadle. Not only did it seem to indicate a 
tary school teacher in San Francisco. Mr. Varat for a direct answer to the '.'marriage lack of sensitivity to my situation, but, more See VISITI~G, page 8 

Care or$ell et to Debut Tomorrow Night
Weeks of hard work are 
coming to fruition Satur­
day evening. 

By Michael E. Lopez 
Editor-in-Chief 

It's been a strange week at UCLA W. 
This paper is informed and believes that at 
or around 6pm every day this week, odd crea­
tures resembling law students have more or . 
less assumed, control of the main lobby at 
the front of the school. At first it seems that 
they are protesters, carrying signs and chant­
ing and shouting. But just as soon as one 
has written them off as the latest incarnation 
of Administration Takeover I 01, they break 
out into song and dance. Well, on a chari­
table day it might be called dance. 

All month, the performers of 403 N. W.2d 
143, UCLA W's own musical theatre company, 
have been hard at work, staying late into the 
night, not to study for property or fed courts 
but to prepare for the performance of the 19~' 
Annual UCLAW Musical. They have run 
lines, blocked scenes, and spent hours dili-

gently attempting to master the simplest of 
dance steps. While neverrising to the level 
of a professional production, the UCLAW 
Musical has always served as a chance.to. 
have fun, and is one of the few chaµces to 
see Faculty do anything besides· teach. 
Have you ever seen Kenneth Karst, Master 
Thespian? 
This year's show will be held tomorrow 
night, Saturday February 3rd , in the North­
westAuditorium. Curtain is atXX:XX. Tick­
ets wm be $10 at the door. A !though many . 
students purchased their tickets two weeks 
ago, there are still many left. 

The plot for this year's show, "Care or 
$ell," s11rrounds a pair of attorneys working. 
for a radical environmental law firm.· One of 
them becomes disenchanted with the tribu­
lations of public interest work. But soon, 
the CIA has stepped in. Between riots, car . 
bombs, global warming, and funerals, "Care 
or $eH"finds high and lowbrow comedy in 
the most unlikely of places.· 

The show's lead roles are played by 
Chris Scott, IL, and Karen Maccarah, 3L. 
Scott plays Ellis Landrun-Ross, the arrogant 
and megalomaniacal head of the Institute of 

The Care or $ell Chorus rehearses a big numbe,: Front Row, L to R: Yvette Neukian, 
31, Tina Bay IL, Elizabeth Hisserich, 3L, Michelle Ilczyszyn, IL, Che1yl Kelly, IL. 

World Welfare. Macarrah plays Tracy Rang, 
'.'the lawyer who keeps IWW going," and · 

· whose imminent departure threatens the 
firm's stability .. 

Other notable roles include the two CIA 
operatives, Mack Roppolis, played by Kevin 
Leung, 3L, and C. Dexter Craven, a.k.a Xerxes 

a.k.a. Merese D'Hauts a.k.a. Colonel Flagg, 
a hilarious role delivered by Scott Dewey, 
IL. Yvette Neukian, 3L, plays Connie 
Zoldan, a professor whose "unbiased" opin 

See MUSICAL, page 5 
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Compeition 

By Ines Kuperschmit 
2L 

You are cordially invited· to a · reception at the 

UCLA School of Law . . ' . . .· . ' - . ,'•, .. . ' 

. , . . celebrating the liberdl . elite s' vlctory over : _·_ : ·_ ,, 
the c{gar.:.chompi,ng; btandy-:sipping cqnservatiy¢ 

. . . . . . . . elit~; in the . . 
.a •. • . '" , ··, 

· Lattes will be served. 

Compliments of.the Disgruntled 
Law Students· Society. 

, ' 

Submitted by the Disgruntled Law. Students Society ·. 
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CORONATION IN THE IMPERIAL CITY 
vne member of our staff takes 
a first-hand look at W's 
inauguration. 

By Toby Bordelon 
Senior Editor 

I was one of the several hundred 
thousand people who attended the inaugu­
ration of George W. It was a good time. Per­
haps the most exciting part was the naked 

. lady. 13utl'mgetting ahead of myself. 
It wasn't quite a coro~tio~, since th\;:re 

was n~ crown involved, butit was fairly 
close, something that should concern big 
believers in the republican form of govern- . 
ment. What with the red carpets, the high 
security, the musical fanfares, fancy balls, 
and the)ike, the world should think.we 
were cro\J,!11ing a king an4 not swearing in 
a president. Gone are the days when . 
President Truman strolled along the streets , 
of DC and tipped his hat to passersby.· As 
one writer put it, however redundantly, in a 
letter tp the Washington Post, "The 
Inauguration has j)egun to look like 
imperial Rome under the emperors." 

I was discussing these thoughts with a 
friend of mine the night before the anoint­
ing, as we stood between the Capitol and 
the Supreme Court. It was an interesting 
feeling, being surrounded by so much 
power.' And yet the place felt marginalized. 
Neither one of these branches, supposedly 
equal to the executive, have nearly as · 
much power as the President.can.wield 
today. It is an interesting development, 
and potentially a worrisome one. 

My weekend started o/ith a trip to the 

national zoo to see it's two newest · 
residents, the fabulous Pandas. They're 
quite cute. They actually move around 
and play in trees, unlike Tsing-Tsing in 
his dotage.·· One thing about the Pandas 
that was a bit refreshing-they did not 
appear to give a damn about the Presi­
dency .. 

The next morning, we woke up early to 
head in for the big event. My friend Andy 
works for Congressman Ernie Fletcher, 
and was.thus able to procure really good 
tickets. He and I had been to both of 
Clinton's inaugurations, so we had a good 
idea of what to expect. We got to his 
office, gorged on Dunkin Doughnuts 
(which, while good, are clearly inferior to 
KrispyKreme), schmoozed with the 
constituents, and then went to the 
swearing-in. We had a good view, 
excepting the fool with the umbrella. It 
wasn't really raining, just a light mist, and 
yet this man felt the need to have his 
umbrella open. He must have been from 
Southern California. 

In front ofus stood the Capitol: a grand 
sight, the seat of our democracy, one of 
the most powerful buildings on earth. 
Behind us were the masses of people we 
referred to as peons-those who didn't' 
have the connections to get tickets. We 
had been peons for Clinton's two inaugu­
rations, so we didn't feel so bad calling 
them that. 

One might think George W. would throw 
·one hell of a party, given his past. But it 
wasn't really that great. It was a bit 
subdued. Clinton's first one was better 
(though his second was lame). Granted, 
the whole crossing the river/retaking 
Washington crap Cli~ton did was a bit 

much, but ringing the bell around the 
nation was kind of cool, in a .melodramatic 
way. It made for a great show at any rate. 
Bush had a celebratory gala at the 
Lincoln, too, ·but it wasn't as over the top 
as Clinton's was. 

The ceremony itself was unremarkable: 
the band played, the choir sang, impor:­
tant people were gradually intrndu9ed. 
Both Hillary and Bill Clinton were booed. 
Chief Justice Rhenquist and the rest of 
the Supreme Court received a rousing · 
ovation. Go figure. 

The introductions gave an even more 
imperial tone to the whole affair. When 
the governors were introduced, it felt 
almost like they were vassals, come to 
pledge their fealty to the new lord, rather 
than leaders of sovereign states in a 
federal republic. Wlien the members of 
Congress came out, they, too, seemed to 

. be paying homage to a king, not welcom­
ing the new leader of a co-equal branch of 
government. It was a subtle feeling, but it 
present nonetheless. 

As for Bush's speech, it was. a very 
good inaugural speech. And by good, I 
mean short. Short is the key to a good 
inaugural speech. This is DC in January. 
It's cold. It's wet. We were sitting there 
in the freezing mist, and we reallydidn't 
feel like being there any longer than 
necessary. Save the sp~cific policy stuff 
for the State oftheUnion when we're all 
in our living rooms with heat turned on. 
Clinton, while a great speaker, can be a bit 
long winded at times. As to brevity, Bush 

· delivered. 
The best line in the speech? Regarding 

children in poverty: "This is·not an actof 
God, it's a failure oflove." Very cool. 

'.H r;:~-n c''h.i: n g : o u t:\•;r B ., t· ' Barrister's Ball-er ,s 
\·'" 

Ball? Legal education outside the classroom · 

Willow Mc McJiltonStaff C(Jllfmnist 
: . . , ', ... . ' .. ·:. ·:·: ' . ·.· 

As the jpb)11.u1t begins, many ofus wage and _hour calculations, drafting de­
lL~. arerealizlllg h9w little experienc~ w~ re".. wand letters and complaints, and represent­
ally haye in.t4e legal wodd (and rm sure a ing clients in settlement conferences and 
few ofyou 2Ls & 3Ls lcnow what I'm talking hearing~. Yes, you as the student can repre­
about):'o Whatbetter'\vay to beef up the·old _ sent a client.Wage claimhearings a:ndsettle­
resume then to gain some real. world legal ment_ conferences do not require attorney 
experience? representation so students have the oppor-

By Crystal Howard 
Senior Editor 

Fast.approaching this month is UCLAW's 
annual Barrister's Ball. Just what is the ball, 
you might ask? And what the beck's a bar­
rister? According to Merriam Webster, 
"ball" is from the French baller, to dance, 
Late Latin ball are, Greek bal/iiein. It _is "a 
largefonnal gathering for social dancing," 
and "a very pleasant experienc.e: a good 
time;'' "Barrister" comes from Middle Eri~ 

tunity to adyocate for their clients directly. 
.. The Workeis Justice frojcct(W-,P). Also, BJ has summer internships, so vol­

offers a multitude of valuable legal experi~. unteeruig could help get the proverbial foot 
ences for ambitious law students. Students• in the door! . . 
can gain experience in interviewing clients, 
oraLadvocacy; negotiation skills; and eyen 
represe11ting clie_n~s· in· s~ttll!m~nt,confer:-;­
ences andhearing.s. .The time commitment 
varies from a couple of hours a m~nth. to 
three or four hours a week: Students also 
can choose to work on one case from begin.; 
ning· to end. 

/. WJP is a new program to UCLAW and_ 
is funded by a grant through the school. The 
objective of the pr~gram: i~ to form a commu­
nity interest in labor and employment issues.· 
WJP is a liason to other organizations to pro­
vide law student volunteers. WJP currently 
works with three project sites and expects to 
expand in the near future. These sites offer 
extraordinary opportunities for students to 
gain real legal experience. 

Bet Tzedek Legal _Services (BT) 
BT assists low incomeworkers·with a 

variety oflegal issues including wage claims,· 
_u.riemploymentinsurance, and wrongful ter­
mination. BTneeds UCLAW students to 
assist at monthly clinics and with individual 
cases; Student can work with attorney~ in 

' Korean Immigrant Workers Alliance glish barrester, from ba"e bar +-ster ( as in 
(K[WA),· /egister lawyer), and means "a ~ounsel ad­
. . . KIWA serves primarily Latino and mitted to plead at the bar and undertake the 
Korean workers. KIW A needs UCLA W stu- public trial of causes in an English supeiior 
dents to volunteer on Friday afternoons for court." fo modem English, the Bamster'_s 
a' couple of hours to assist in_ case prepara- Ball is a fun event of social dinner and danc­
tion. Volunteer opportunities include draft- ing, an evening to enjoy each o.ther's com-· 
ing ciemand letters and complaints, legal re- · pany outside,the (sometimes) nasty atmo­
search, interviewing clients a_nd V{itnesses, sphere of law,. scqool .and mingle with pro­
and representing clients ir1 settlement con- · _ fessors, fijends,:a11d staff in an unscholastic 
ferences. and hearings. In particular, KIWA ' fashio!]-, Dress is anythirig from ballgowns 
really needs translators for both settlement to khakis to Marti Gras costumes. This year, 
conferences and hearings. Translators the ball will be held February 24, 2001 at the. 
needed in Mandarin, Cantonese, Korean, Westin Bonaventure, downtown L.A. At­
and Spanish. Note: UCLAW students have tendees of the ball may reserve a meal of 
received emails about several scholarships pasta or steak, with an ice cream castle for 
ayailab le for those with_ an interest in work- dessert. Guests can -reserve rooms at dis­
ing with various minority communities. In counted rates. Music will be a mixture of 
addition to generally feeling good, volun- hip-hop, '80 's, salsa, swing, meringue, 
teer experience can: add a lot to an applica- techno, disco; and other dance tunes .. · Last 
.tion for scholarship funds! · year over -three hundred people attende_d; 

The Garment Worker's Center 
(G~q, , . _· .· .. 

GWC: was founded by Sweatshop 

the ball, and attendance is expected to.be· 
· eveli higher this year. Tickets are $40 indi~ 
vidually,$37,50 each for two or JD.ore, and,. 
· $360 _to res.erve a table f9r ten people.· Tick~ · 

. . . ets will be ·on sale February 5~8 and 12-15 in 
the student lounge from 1 0am-2pm (no tick­
ets will be available after February 15). 

See WILLOW, page 10 

Perhaps a not-so-subtle jab at those who 
believe that people in poverty are because 
of their own personal deficiencies. 

After the speech was over, we debated 
whether or not we wanted to go to the 
parade. Since the mist was quickly turning 
into a light rain, we headed back to the 
Congressman's office to watch it on TV.in 
the company of more doughnuts. Wise 
move on our part, _ especially given that 
much of the route ended up being ob­
scured by police: · Back in the office we 
chatted with mc:ire people and debated the 
merits of Dunkin Doughnuts versus •Krispy 
Kreme. Krispy Kreme, obviously, won. 

But what about the naked lady? Some 
woman ran naked through the crowd, with 
something to the effect of "Bush Stole the 
Election" painted on her body. Now, 
nakedness is great when appropriate. But 
anyone who would run naked anywhere in 
DC in January, especially when it's raining, 
is just a _damned fool. Maybe she's from 
Alaska. We _didn't get a chance to ask her. 

Your.resume 
lo ingt ? 

... 

ef i 
with 

anager 
d 

F call 
437 

. :i 

J: 



THE DOCKET " UCLA SCHOOL OF LAW 

MUSICAL 
From page 1 

ioriivare eagerly sought after by corpora­
tions who don't mind paying her to remain o 

unbiased. And Elizabeth Hisserich, 3L,plays 
Hedda Hunter, a legal job search expert re­
tained to help Tracy find a new line of work. 

Throughout the show, commentary arid 
narration is given by a host of parody 
newsanchorpersons, including B. Grumble, 
Ted Cop-Out, Ronnie Dung, and Jim Liar. 

FEBRUARY 2001, • PAGE 5 

Law Review·To Hold 
Receptio11 For 1 Ls 

Per Curiam · 

The music for "Care or $ell" comes from 
the musical, "Carousel," although similari­
ties to that show stop ·with the melodies. 
Every year, for 19 years, Professor Kenneth 
Graham has penned the libretto to an origi­
nal play, including a complete (and always 
humorous) re-write of the original musical 
lyrics. Previous shows have included 
"Thinking an I," which featured music from 
the famous Rodgers and Hammerstein mu­
sical "The King and I," and last year's 

Professor Ken KennethGraham, di recto,; gives the ca.s{some instructions and advice in 
the last weekofrehearsa/. 

Every frrst-year studentis presented 
with the question, "Should I write on to 
Law Review?" Answers vary, as many 
can't picture giving up Spring Break in 
Cabo to :v,,rite a comment, while others 
endure the passing tribulation of the wri_te­
on competition for any number of rea­
sons. But every student can benefit from 
making a more informed. choice, and to 
that .end the Law Review is holding a 
Win,e and Cheese ( and beer and chips) 
Reception on Thursday, February 8th, in. 
roorn 1314 (bytheDistributionRoom). 

"KemalKnowledge," which featured music 
. writteirbyJerome Kem. Next year's show is 
itrthe works. To celebrate the 20th anniver­

The cast completes a nm of the fir.st number of the show. L-R: 
Rebecca Kanter Glen Carrington, Yvette Neukian, Michael 
Lopez, Che,yl Kelly, Ching Lim, laura Hill, Kevin Leung, 
MichelleIlczyszyn

sary of the UCLAW 
Musical, will feature 
alumni from previ-

. ous shows. 
"Care or $ell" 

shamelessly abuses 
such timeless clas­
sics as "Mister 
Snow," which be­
comes an ode to the 
virtues ofa mindless 
job as corporate in­
house counsel per-· 
formed by Hisserich 
and Maccarah and 
"When the Children 
Are Asleep" which 
is brutally 
transmogrified into a 
diatribe on consult~ 

ing done by law professors. Even Rodgers' 
joyous "June is Bustin' Out All Over'' was 
not spared, as it was rendered into a tongtie­
in-cheek examination of the problems ofGlo~ 
bal Warming. 

)'he UCLA W Musical comes but once · 
a year. (That's three times in a Law School 
career, something that might not be immedi­
ately obvious to lawyers.) It's a chance to 
see your friends, enemies, colleagues, and 
even your professors as you've never se<;:n 
them before. It is often said that the Law 
School is a staid and boring institution, lack­
ing a sense of humour. Not true. Well, not 
always true. "Care or $ell" has jokes and 
witticis_ms galore. The humour in the 
UCLA W Musical ranges from the obscure 
to the bawdy to the terribly clever. There's 
something for everyone, so don't miss out. 

What: "Care or $ell," the 19th Annual Law 
School Musical• · 
Where: The Northwest Auditorium,. near 

Sproul Hall

The reception will feature hors 
d'ouevres, cheese, wine; beer, as well as 
non-alcoholic alternatives. It will last from 
3 :30 - 6:00pm, and students may feel free 
to come at any time. Several faculty will 
be dropping in as well. 

. This reception, which is open to all 
first-year students, not just those defi­
nitely interested in the Write-On, is meant 
to allow first-year students to get to know 
present law review members in an infor­
mal, conversational setting and get a bet­
ter feel for the organization. It will help to 
answer that other question: "What is Law. 
Review, anyway?" If you're thinking 
about writing on, not sure and need some 
convincing, or just curious to see who 
these people are that call themselves the 
Law Review, come, relax, and enjoy your­
self. 

When: Thursday, February 8th from 3:30 
-6:00pm 
Where: Room 1314 

_, Hidden Gems Classes You Don.''.t Tliink You Should Take 
By Michael K Lopez 
Editor in Chief 

The names themselves are soporific: 
• Bankruptcy Policy, Insurance Law, Ad-- · 
vanced Civil Procedure. Who has the 
endurance for yet another year of that 
famous attention-grabber, CivPro? Who 
except the truly devoted would ever dream 
of taking a course that begins with the 
word "Bankruptcy?" And Insurance Law? 
Please. It would be more exciting to be 
crushed to death beneath seven tons of 
eighty-four degree goose down, being fed 
cognac intravenously while John Denver 
plays in the background than it would to 
study something like Insurance. 

Except it isn't. 
I've singled out these three classes 

as hidden gems: classes you would never 
dream of taking that are, in fact, among 
the most interesting and engaging courses 

the law school has to offer. Too oftea, I 
think, they are passed ov·er simply be­
cause of their subject matter and titles. 
I've included two numerical evaluations 
for each course - one based on my initial 
impressions of the class, and another 
based on my total experience. You may 
never have thought to take these courses, 
but here they are, revealed at last. • And 
don't fret if you aren't able to log onto 
URSA first thing in the morning for you~ 
registration. These classes will have room. 

Bankruptcy Policy: Professor Klee 
No prior knowledge of ba11k61ptcy 

needed, my ass. I was convinced that the 
course description had been a bald-faced 
lie. 

There I was in a room with six other 
people. One ?f them, the professor, is 
among most famous luwinaries ofthe 
Bankruptcy field. Another is the now­
CME of the Law Review and perhaps the· 
most avid bankruptcy aficionado ever to 
stride this campus. Of the handful of other 
students, only one besides myself hadn't 
clerked for a Bankruptcy Judge. I was a 

Professor Ken Klee has doubled the size of 
his Bankruptcy Policy class this year. . 

future litigator adrift in a sea of Chapter 
11 junkies. 

I am happy to report that I was 
wrong. Although it did indeed take me. 
longer to get my footing than some of 
my colleauges, Professor Klee did a mar­
velous job of explaining things. So maybe 

· I had to spend a little longer reading the 
gripping and dramatic saga of the "United 
States Bankruptcy Code." Big deal. 

This class is not about Bankruptcy 
Law (that's another class). This class is 
really about policy: why do we have bank- · 
ruptcy law and how do we best shape it 
to those ends? It's a lot of reading (any 
seminar worth its salt is), bi.It it's defi­
nitely worth it. 

·. I suspected that.the.class was going 
to be fun when Professor Klee us de~ 
sign the syllabus. Yes, you heard me right 
He gave us a list of potential topics to 
discuss each day iri-class. To this listwe 

· added several ofour own. When the list 
was complete, we voted on what topics 
we would cover during the semester. We 
were instantly involved and. invested in 
our own learp.ing process. 

l11 true seminar style, of course, we 
each were in charge of "teaching" one of . 
these classes. After a small but furiously . 
. efficient series of laissez-faire ~fate and · 
topic trades, we were ready. · 

-1 have absolutely no desire to ever 
see the inside .of a bankruptcy proceed­
ing, but having taken this class, I not only 
understand what happens (on a· general 
level), but also· why it happens. I feelat 
least conversant with the terminology of 

. this field, and _that's something that is 
important (and rare) in an era of growing 
specialization. 

Granted, debating the drawbacks and · 
benefits of a universal federal exemption 
will never be like watching 902 l 0, eating 
chocolate, or dunking Professor Zas.loff. 
But'itcan, at least, be entertaining and 
interesting. 

Going in: * * * 
Coming out: * * * * * 

Advanced Civil Procedure: Professor 
Yeazell 

All right, it's Ci_vil Procedure. I ad­
mit it. · Nothing can be done about that. 
It's not ever going to be cannibalism, af­
firmative action, or abortion rights. But 
it's probably also not what you think. 

We don't study jurisdiction (that's 
. Fed .Courts, an important but dry class), 
. and we don't study the_intricacies of class 

actions. Advanced Civil Procedure is a 

Professor Yeazell only created the · 
Advanced Civil Procedure cow:~e (ast 
yea,: 

class that attempts to answer the ques­
tion, "Why is the civil HHgation system 
structured the way. it is?" Professor 
Yeazell has four answers to this conun­
drum: lawyers;judges, money, and settle­
ment. After all, those are the four most 
common things (next to parties) in a civil 
lawsuit. 

This class looks at the law surround­
ing and shaping these topics, but.also looks 
at their evolution over the last century. 
To understand law today, it helps to know 
where it came from. But more than that, 

See GEMS, -page 9 
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It's Cold and,Sue. Season Here t 
R·a'.m/b -1 

' ]_, C: a 1 

'By Sam Fortenbaugh
Staff Columnist 

Just when I thought I had encoun­
tered everything UCLA Law School could 
throw at me, I was surprised. That UCLA 
managed to swprise rneis itselfswprising. 
Meta-surprise, N:othing about the Socratic 
method could prepare me for of m.y teac_hers 
bursting into class and threatening tosue 
me for giving her a cold. 

I said, "What?!" I 
thought she was kidding. She 
wasn't. She said, "You were the .. 
last person I saw. You gave me 
my cold. I'm goingto sue you." 
I'm going to get sued for giving 
someone a cold. I didn't know 
what to do. But I am supposed_ ... 
to know the law I'm third year 
law student. However, I am not 
well versed in the subtleties of 
infection law. I could not readily 
recall any case that might be on point like 
Smith v. Nyquil or Contact v. The City of 
Chicago. I wish UCLA had offered acow-se 
like«Sickness and the Law." 

Before I had started law school, I 
would have deferred to this learned legal 
scholar and paid fur her cold medicines, and 
somehow made up for all the pain she was 
suffering: the reruns she had to watch on 
Nick at Night, the People magazine articles 
she had to reread, and the obligatory per­
son someone is, whether they have any in­
tegrity, and whether they are just going to 
law school because they have nothing bet- · 
ter to do. (And when I say nothing better, I _ 
niean that there are a numberof~ople who 

IN 

Tauc.~{, li~rary 
&uy. Sb w."Y • · · 
lt~ yo~ ruJI y 
hue.1. '5vp 1. 

000i O,u arravi~e.Me.~t is o~e...-: ! 
_ In f~c.t, f've. alre.aJy ehliste.d 
a heW ac.aa e.mic. parfne,r ... 

have had over sixteen years of education 
and life experience and are uriwillingto ab~ 
dicate their.choice in selecting their profes- .. 
sional care~rs.) 

This must be a very stressful d~ci-. · 

I 

]_- n g s 

siori. The faculty may have tci sacrifice -- .__ ___ _...;. ___________________ _...;. ________ -..1 

UCLA's ranking in the US News and World . r was sitting. in B amey's Beanery the bag bespoke a fashionable sportiness 
Report, which; from what I've heard, is how other day enjoyi11g a situatjonally~inappro- which 
they are viewed by their acac:le!}iic. peers: , pr,iate post-workout piet Co)<:e, idly reading 3) I had successfully tempered- though the 
Ho_vy can anyone.e,xpecttheITI tQ.put;aside · . Il.L.Hix'Morte,D 'AutJi.or ~.ndwonder~g if intellectual prop of Morte D 'Author. Sue­
their aciide.inic credentials in order to make . _ --my new _tan Hugo Boss shirtwas toq dark to cess ! 
sur~ a rrmre .w~ll-bal~ced and purp~seful . · go with my off-khaki flat-front Kenneth Cole But no. HYS had come over not to 
student body fs let into the Law school? ··· pants' when I was approached: by a hand- investigate Bruce Gibney (!), impeccably 

: That's a big sacrifice. I don't -· some yowig specimen (HYS) wielding a clip- dressed post-workout Renaissance man(!!); 
· know ifl could do it. board and iooking so instead, HYS wished 

Well, I could do it. I 
did do it during my inter­
viewing process t_his fall 
when future employers asked 
me about the caliber ofmy 
legal education. I said that I 
couldn't have asked for bet­
ter training, and that I didn't 
have a qualm about it. So I 
can't blame these faculty 

members if they are just going to sacrifice a 
few students with badLSAT's and GPA's~ I 
was too much ofa coward and lied about it 
myself. .. 

Th_e faculty will, though, at least 
be sac1ificing someone else. Theywilllceep 
their integrity. It's refreshing, and I now have 
a new found respect for these professors. 
This is a lesson that I' Ii-take with me into the 
world. It takes a lot of courage to admit that 
you want to teach at Harv~d. It takes even 
more courage to do whatever you can to 
achieve that goal. There's something very 

See Fortenbaugh pa~e,;8 

, AfTER A,MUCH.:NEEDEf-WINTtl( . 
BKEAl(, OCIPGuY-AND fAKTYCVY 
~EC.O~VHJE- IN THE LOUtU,E, STILL, 
REELlt-JG ovH. THE TIJMULTtJOV.5' 
tVHJiS lt-..1 FLO!tlDA ... 

l c.a~l bc.lie.vt. 
Ok\a\-iP1a won ,-

--the. Orair. Buwl. · 
_,/ . 

Wba}\s ur ~ Whit's itr ~ r frohabiy your 
111ys· Gl'A's { ~Q..-.,U'\ue.r th1.-t 
;'stvtly,Youp"we. formt4 ~ And. ~ow1 
we. we.Ye. suppose.4 +o -tradt o~lu,e.t. 
Yott ~1Jys didn'¼ f1Mill yotJ(f1~e of 
u~ t ''bar,a i h •• ! ;::,·~:::, ) 

earnest that, had I- to obtain Bruce 
been less narcissistic, 
I would have con­
cluded: Trouble. As it 
was, I reached an en­
tirely dissimilar set of 
conclusions. Suf­
fused with a post­
workout glow, I (natu­
rally, reasonably) as­
sumed that HYS had 
wandered over to hit on me. As a collateral 
result, I concluded: . . 

1 )my pants and shirt went together fine 
2) my wildly impractical black leather gym 

Gibney's opinions re­
garding "problems 
facing our commu­
nity.1 " Well, must ad­
mit that I gave HYS the 
same look that I see so 
often on students' 
faces in class: utter in­
comprehension. I said 
as much to HYS, re­

sulting in an enervating back-and-forth that 
culminated in HYS stridently inquiring as to 
whether I was aware of what was happening 
in the world around me, in the least. 2 

1 I hate this word, "community." You may recall that certain professors accused me of 
attacks on the "community," as if the provision of'sub-Diddy Reise cookies during finals 
and a union via an e-mail system afflicted with the_ electro~ic equivalent of the menstrual 
cycle suddenly created a comrnm:iity out ofa group of people who as a result of the 
curve (in real classes) must fight each other like gladiators to survive and, upon gradua;. 
tion, will be paid to annihilate o~e another in court. Community my ass. · · · 
2 Besides t.ax cuts, which HYS did not find worthy ofnoting on the clipboard. 

TH£1i.JiAl'PY flF-ST WffK'-OF 
CLASS T~AWG.UILI f'( IS RVPELY 

1 ~ 011 n you 
5t11dyi11~ -a -
a.l,11s or so1t1t~ 
119 ~ 

1hat '~v-Hine.'' you ~a~e, Mt wa~ 
wralit~ on a 11a~l<it1 ~ _ Mine. 
was ILf-4 pa,ts Ion~! __ I ~ve.n 
e.ticlose.cl i-l- itt a bi~de.- ! 

~ / 
(7 . 

I ---,. - ; · .. 

e? ... ~-~ 
~~- Of, 

~~.·, 

io\le.rboy ~ { Thtl . 
wuss~! Doe.s he. 
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Cha rmi ri, fo 
tlie last, oc.1r 
Goy. I i:e.e. 
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re.ady far Sprin1 
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BAR/BRI WILL BE :ON CAMPUS.­
IN MARCH. 

EARL y. BIRD LECTURES· 
. :+ (Schedule Below)·· 

. To attend lecture~, you must have· a Gold or.Silver Active . . . 
. Membership ~ard. If you have not yet received an act1 ve . 
•·meinbershipcard; yc;m must call the·BAR/BRI office to make. 
an additional payment. We strongly suggest that you take• 
advantage of these lectures to assist you with your 
understanding of the bla-ck letter law:·· No reservation is · · 
needed to attend these· lectures ;. ; ' 

• SUMMER 2001.GRADUATES 

.·. Bar/Bri Staff Attorneys will.be available to answer any ,, . 
· · questions you ·have regarding the· upcoming Summer 200 l ·· 

Bar/Bri Bar Review Course and/or California Bar Exam. ·· · 
You may also pay your Summer 200 I Bar/Bri tuition and· 

. return your Lecture Site Reservation Form to the Bar/Bri · 
Table during table days. 

· Early Bird Lecture Schedule 
·· Los Angeles 

.. ·3280 Motor·Ave~·- Lecture Hall, ·: . . . - [ . . . -

Mar. 17th : CRIMINAL LAW 9am -12pm 

Mar~ l 7th · CRIMINAL PROCEDURE I pm -,4pm 

' . Mat.18th . EVIDENCE 9am -6pm 

Mar.24th 
' ' 

· th ... Mar.25 

. Mar.Ji st 

Apr.1st 

Apr.1th 

Apr.1th. 

Apr.8th 

TORTS 9am -Spm 

}ST YR .REAL PROPERTY 9am "'.""Spm . 

CONTRACTS 1 & 2 - 9am-5pm 

CONTRACTS 3 - 9am .- l 2:30pm 

FEDERALJURISDICTION 9am -1 pm 

CORPORATIONS 2pm-6pm 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 9am - 5pm 

.. Apr.21st .' . fST YR. CIVIL PROCEDURE 9am -Spm 

Apr.22nd WILLS . 9am -"-lpm · 

Apr~2sth COMMUNITYPROPERTY 9am - I pm · 

Apr~29th TRUSTS.9am ~ 5pm 

· ... · .·! . . • 

~/II 

~ . aA 
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STANDING POLICIES: WHAT'S THE POINT? 
By Susanne Blossom 
3L ·.;· 

The Regents of the University of California 
are meeting here at UCLA March 14- 15. At · 
that meeting, the Regents may be prepared 
to repeal _SP land SP2,.the two official UC 
policies adopted in 1995 at the b·ehest of 
former Governor Pete Wilson to end atfinna~ 
rive action in admii;sions, hiring, and con­
tracting in the UC system. These policies 
were enacted one year before California vot­
ers passe,d Proposition 209, the constitu­
tional amendment bearing the dubious moni,. 
ker "California Civil Rights Initiative." This 
double header of regressive· policymaking 
has rendered the University of California 
impotent to pursue its mission of extending 
higher education to all of the people who 
make up this .state. 

Repealing the orders that sparked the. anti­
affinnative action frenzy would represent a 
critical first step in turning the tide once agaht 
towards achie"Ving a system of truly public 
education. But repealingSPl and SP2 is. not 

. FORTENBAUGH 

the same as breaking the vice of Proposition 
209. Indeed, even if the Regents decisively 
repeal the ill-advised edicts oft 995, the Uni­
versity of Califomia·will remain bound to 
obey the law as passed by the voters in 1996. 
So what's the point? 

I've be~n asked to. write a column a<ivising 
yo~ of the upcoming Regents meeting ·and 
explaining, to the best of my ability, the dif­
ference between a regr~ssive and restrictive 
UC policy (SPl/2) and a regressive but, we 
hope, slightly less restrictive state law (209). ·. 
These differences are textual; and they are. 
slight, but they may provid(? limited a_ddi­
tional opportunities to our admissions com~ 
mittees · to invite members of 
underrepresented groups to join our educa­
tional community. 

There are broader, and perhaps more ab­
stract, reasons to encour~ge, to support, and 
to participate in tile n;:peal of SP 1 and SP2. 
First, the policy is a failure on its face, and 
should be reevaluated regardless of the 

· largerpolitical context. Second, theUniver.: 
sity of California is a weighty institution that· 

Frompage.6 .feltthatamissingurinalwouldcomebackto . 
haunt ms team. Maybe heJs rigbt. Maybe 

Niep,sche about what their doing; and when this missing urinal is the albatross around 
I say Nietzsche; I mean it in the best pos- the neckofUCLA Law School. Maybe our 
sible way. UCLA Law School is :riotrankedwbere.it is 

And it surewould be nice for me if _supposed to be because.of this m,is~ing.uri.,. 
UCLA.Law was highly ranked. It would be nal. Maybe US News and World Report is 
good for my legal legacy as well. I already just waiting for the school to replace the 
know how to take care ofmy legacy. · urinal and then we will be vaulted into the 

Ever since I.was a IL, one of the upper echelon of national law schools. 
urinals has been missing from the Men1s Maybe the lesson here is: yes LSAT scores 
bathroom across the hall from the student are important,buithey don't mean nothing 
lounge .. In its place is a giant cork in the unlessyo~ have a pot to pee in. 
floor .. I'm not quite sure why it bothers me. · Someone's got to take charge.· So 
Perhaps it is the lack of symmetry, or maybe. when I make enorigh money, I am going to 
lean 't help thinking about George Allen, donate a new urinal: What's in it for me? 
fonner Coach for the Washlngton Redskins. , I'm not looking to be pardoned from my past 
George Allen felt that jn order to be a first transgressions like givmga professor a cold 
class organizati_on, you had to have. first . No, I'm he>pingthat maybe this school will 
class surroundings. George Allen would put asmallplaque ori my honoraiy commode 
!lever have sto?d for a missing urinal. He so that in years fo come I will lmow in my 

sets the tone for policy nation~de. Finally, . 
and most importantly, there is value _:_ im­
mense value - in participation. This is the 
very stuff of law school. 

The Regents' policy (SPI) promised in its 
own text that halting the gains of civil rights 
by ending affmnative action would 

... achieve a UC popula­
tion that reflects'. this 
state's diversity through 
the preparation and em-. 
powerment of all stu­
dents in this state to suc­
ceed rather than through 
a system of artificial pref­
erences. 

By its own criteria, SPl is a plain failure. Our 
st1;1dent population here at UCLA, and 
throughout the . .UC system, has moved in 
the direction precisely opposite that prom­
ised by the authors of SP 1. The University 
of California is .. educating a student body 
that is, with each passing year;·progressively 
less representative of the increasing.diver-

heart that UCLA Law Schoolis stillpissing 
onme. 

And when I say nothing better, I 
mean that there are a nwnber of people who 
have had over sixteen years of education 
and life experience and are unwilling to ab­
dicate their choice in selecting their profes­
sional careers.) 

This must be a very stressful deci­
sion. The faculty may have to sacrifice 
UCLA's ranking in the US News and World 
Report, whi~h, from what I've heard, is how 
they are viewed by their academic peers. 
How can anyone expec;t them to put aside 
their academic credentials in order to make 
sure a more well-balanced and pwposeful 
student body is let into the Law school? 
That's a big sacrifice. I don't know ifI could 

See FORTENBAUGH, page 14 

sity of this state's population- by any mea­
sure. 

If this country strives to be truly democratic, 
ifwe honestly value all our citizens (indeed, 
all those who take shelter here), and ifwe 
genuinely and wholeheartedly desire a na­
tion where everyone can participate fully -
politically, socially, and economically-what 
will it take to get there? Does an admissions 
policy that results in an homo·genous stu­
dent body, in a state that is decidedly eclec­
tic, reflect a step toward qur goal of full par­
ticipation for all? If it does not, why do we 
clin&to it? These are harder questions, and 
·these are questions that a debate about tex­
tual analysis will not answer. But these are 
precisely the questions that we should be 
asking ourselves as law students and as 
thinking members of a community over 
which we have the capacity, to exercise some 
measure of influence. 

Furthermore, and most importantly, there is 
a great personal and communal gain to be 

See POINT, page 9 

VISITING 
Frompagel 
quest had been made "over a month ago" -
weeks before the application deadline for 
Hastings had passed. 

It is now too-late for Willie Nguyen, 
who is spending his last semester at 
UCLAW. But, he says, it is not too late for 
other students who may fall victim to this 
arbitrary process. "While I'm obviously dis-· 
appointed by the decision in my particular 
case, I'm just as concerned about the arbi­
trariness and lack of transparency in the pro­
cess. These decisions, which can have a 
huge impact on students' lives, are made 
behind closed doors without any clearly ar­
ticulat~d guidelines." •Even if the rules are 
clear,: they must be communicated to stu­
dents; In Mr. Nguyen's case,. had the "mar­
riage question" been answered immediately, 
he might be in. San Francisco right now. 

I 

.I 
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ANIMAL. 
Frompage9 

The process, Mr. Frank stated, was 
less like a battering ram and more !'like the 
floodwaters," gradually washing away re­
sistance through persistent pressure, With 
the help of Dr. Temple Grandin,· a humane 
slaughter expert, and Rabbi Adam Frank (Mr. 
Frank's brother), Mr. Frank researched and · 
documented Jewish law issues, obtained 
footage of unnecessarily cruel practices. in­
side kosher slaughterhouses, lobbied the 
Rabbinical Assembly, the central .authority 
for conservative Jews worldwide, and even 
considered going undercover in an Iowa 
kosher slaughterhouse. 

. In the end, an eleventh-hour threat 
to release powerful video to the media con: 

vinced the Rabbinical Assembly's Commit­
tee on Jewish Law and Standards to approve 
an opinfon declaring shackling and hoisting 
a violation of the law prohibiting inflicting 
pain to animals. The opinion was co­
authored by Elliot Dorff, vice chair of the 
Committee and UCLA adjunct professor. 

Mr. Frank is riow trying to con- . 
vince the Orthodox Union, the group that 
certifies kosher meat for the orthodox Jew­
ish communiiy, that shackling and hoisting 
should be banned. As most kosher meat in 
the United States is certified by the Union, it 
remains a· challenge for the ethical kosher 
meat consumer to know that he or she is 
buying meat slaughtered by more humane 
means.· "The best practice," Mr. Frank ad-

mitted, "is to abstain" from buying meat for 
now. 

The Animal Law Speaker Series 
brings attorneys to the Law School to dis­
cuss a wide variety of topics that impact 
animals and the· law. Chaired by Melissa 
Bjorkenstam, 2L, the Series has featured talks 
by Steven Wise on his book, Rattling the . 
Cage, and Deputy D.A. Tom Connors on 
"crush" videos, as well as a panel consist­
ing of the authors of the first casebook on 
animal law. Upcoming talks include Chris 
Hansmeyer speaking-about the FirstAmend­
ment rights of protestors on February 28, 
and David Wolfson speaking on 
agribusiness and farm animals on March 9. 
Watch for announcements via e-mail. 

FEBRUARv2·001 • PAGE10 

WILLOW 
Frompage4 

Watch and the Asian Pacific American Le­
gal Center to protect the rights of garment 
workers. GWC is looking for UCLAW stu­
dents to help at their monthly legal clinics. 
Law students will conduct intake interviews 
with workers. 

WJP has wonderful opportunities to 
gain real legal experience and represent cli­
ents. Even if you are not on the labor law 
path, working with WJP clinics is a great 
way to fine-tune your legal skills. For more 
information contact Amy Whitehurst at 
whitehur@2002.1aw.ucla.edu. 
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Attorney Works· to Change ... Jewish Law 
By Ira Bibbero. 
3L 

Last Wednesday evening, as part 
of theAnimal Law Speaker Series,Mr. Aaron 
Frank spoke at the Law School about chang­
ing Jewish law to reduce the cruel treatment 
of animals during kosher slaughter. Mr. 
Frank, who appeared as part of the Animal 
Law Speaker Series, has worked for four 
years to change a slaughter practice that is 
accepted within parts of the kosher meat in­
dustry but outlawed as inhumane for secu­
lar slaughter. This practice consists of 

Frompage5 

Professor Yeazell seems concerned with 
making sure his students think about why 
these changes came about as well. At 
times, the class may seem to have the 
aura of Frankenstein's lab, with the mad 
genius himself speaking in.exuberant tones 
about his theories; ("lt's.a,result of spe­
cialization, Igor... SPECIALIZA­
TION!!!!) But the theories •areinte_rest­
ing, arid worth listening to, 

Among the highlights of this class are 
the guest speakers. The single best lec­
ture I've heard in almost three years of 
Law School was delivered by J eari Tardy­
Vallemaud, a delightful, articulate, and well 
dressed Vice President from Bank Julius 
Bar who explained to us the inner work~ 
ings of "Law Finn Financial Dynamics." 

shackling cattle by one hind leg and hoist­
ing· them in the air while still· conscious, in· 
preparationof:slaughter. Federal law•that .• 
banned the practice in 1958 gave kosher 
slaughterhouses an exemption because. no 
alternative methods o'f slaughter were avail­
able that comported with Jewish law. Reli­
gious Jews will not eat meat unless the ani­
mal is killed according to kosher practices 
prescribed in Jewish law. 

.. Mr. Frank, an attorney who is.cur­
rently the Executive Director of the Califor­
nia Wildlife Center in Malibu Canyon, told 
the story of'the slow process involved in 
convincing the Jewish community that the 

It may not sound interesting (a recurrent 
theme in this article) but when you start 
trying to correlate average billiQg rates 
with collection realization rates and (most 
important for us) associate salaries, you 
realize that these are the day to day con­
cerns which shape how lawyers approach 
civil litigation: 

Other speakers have included law­
yers, judges, and professors, all of whom 
have things .to say about the topics we're 
studyµig, These ;rien't Professor Yeazell 's. 
cousins from down the street, either .. 
We've gota fac~ltywith connections,and · 
courses like this one take advantage of it. 

All in all, Advanced Civil Procedure 
is fascinating; A little dry at points, and it 
takes a bit·of skullwork to get to the point 
where it starts to be relevant (and thus 

accepted practice was wmecessarily cruel. 
· Mr; Frank said thathe considered 

other methods of changing the practice, 
such as litigation· and. legislation, but rear. 
ized that would likely not be successful due 
to First Amendment free exercise consider­
ations. Changing Jewish law was the best 
means Mr. Frank knew of to effect the change 
in slaughter practices. However, established 
religions, especially decentralized·ones 1.ike 
Judaism, are slow to change their ethical stan­
dards. 

See ANIMAL, page 10 

interesting), but it's worth the effort. 
Professor Yeazell has a fascinating, and 
oftentimes convincing view ofthe shape 
of the litigation landscape, and you 're · 
cheating yourself if you avoid it because 
of its name. · 

Going in: * * * 
Coming out: * * * * ½ 

Insurance Law: Professor Johnson 
laclmitit. I wasn't crazy about sign­

. i11g.up. for this. course. I only took it be­
cause l have a study partner with whom 
I take almostall my classes and· he was 
hell-bent on taking it. I tried really really 
hard to get• us into Criminal Procedure 
Adjudication instead; With all respects to 

See GEMS; page 14 
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POINT 
Frompage8 

had fromjoining the struggle. Ifwe choose, 
law school can be a place of anonymous 
classes punctuated by late nights of drink­
ing; . If we choose, our entire career can be 
filled· with much of the same. · But there· is 
value in participation;··valuc in connecting 
with others who are socially conscious and 
conceive of themselves as responsible to 
their community as much as to their personal 
aspirations. It is also an important lesson to 
recognize the power that you have as an 
educated member of society - power that 
exceeds what your salary as a lawyer will 
buy in political contributions. It is power 
that you can wield even now, as a thinking 
person with high hopes. 

UCL L 00' 
NEW REDUCED PRICE: 
Presale price is.ONLY $20* (now till March l5fh); 
·After March:15th, the price will be $25*. 
~---------------,---~--,..., _______________ , ______________ . __________________ _ 
Name ____________________ _ Yr. __ _ 
Address ----------------------------------------------------

Payment options: . ·.• . . ... . 
Yes I.want to buy a yearpook; bi.II my SBAR account. 

__ Yes I Want to buy a yearbook; here is a check payable to "UC Regents.II 

Shipping optioh: 
__ Yes I would like my yearbook shipped to the address above.: 

* Add an additional $5. to the cost · 

Tear off at the perforation and take this form an~ your. payment to the Records Off ice. 



THE DocKET • UCLA SCHOOL OF·LAw 

PILF Makes Public Interest Possible For Many 
By Maggie· McLetchie 
3L 
PILF Chair 

to the exciting array of public interest op­
portunities out there. These opportunities 
offer. greatexperience - summer clerks· at 

· · nonprofits 6ften • get more hands-on experi­
ences and intensive assignments than their 

· .i\s law school 2Ls and griduates: counterparts at·firins simply because their 
benefit from skyrocketing firm pay, many . help is so needed. Working at a public inter­
worthy legal causes remain sorely under- est law furn also helps students work to­
funded and depeµd on support from the rest wards the ideal of justice that at least par­
of the legal community. The UCLA Public tially attracted many of them to law school 
Interest Law Foundation (PILF) relies on the in the firstplace. On a more practical level, 
UCLA Law Schciol community to. raise only a handful of lLs are able to secure po­
enough money to provide grants io students sitions at ijrms - leaving public interest in­
who want to serve underrepresented com- temships as the best option for gaining le­
munities • and causes during a law school gal experience after the first year. 
summer. PILF is nonpartisan and has pro'." To make public interest options -
vided funding for a wide variety of swnmer · which are almost · always unpaid - more 
projects, from working on appeals for indi- feasible, PILF provides grants of$4,000for 
vidual death row inmates in Mississippi to · 10 weeks offull"-time>work. To apply, stu-. 
assisting with impact litigationat the · dents are required to find a position ata. 
NAACP's Legal Defense Fund. nonprofit legal center (with fonnal 501(c)(3) 

By supporting PILF, you can help status). All lLs and 2Ls are encouraged to 
public interest organizations and your fel- apply. Please remember that PILF grants are 
low studentsat the same time. PILF involves not just available to students in the_ Program 
·the entire law school community in the en- in Public Interest Law and Policy (PPILP.) 
terprise of providing funding for these kinds and that PPILP and PILF are entirely sepa- . 
of projects by soliciting alumni, faculty, and rate entities. The application deadline is Fri­
student support through donations, and day, March 9, at noon. Applications are now 
through the hosting of everits that bring the · available in the. Center for Public Interest 
entire UCLAW community together.' In this Programs, OCS, and on the PILF bulletin 
way, PILF helps us all at UCL.AW observe board in the law school hallway. 
Justice Powell's. admonition that "[i]t is fun­
damental that justice should be the same, in 
substance and availability, wifl:i.out regard 
to economic status." ' 

Summer grants of$4,000 to be provided: 
After last fall, with OCIP seemingly 

dominating campus life and with 2Ls who 
you'd never imagined in suits clamoring for 
those ridiculously high-paying summer as­
sociate positions, it is sometimes hard to 
imagine thatthere;are other options besides 
fnmjobs. Public Interest Career Day (held 
annually at UCLAW) helps expose students 

RAMBLINGS 
Frompage6 

Now, I have to tell you, this disturbed me. 
First, I think I was looking hot enough that 
day3 that no reasonable person would be 
able to call upon me to have meaningful opin­
ions. Second, when I tried to relate to HYS 
some of the issues I've been turning over in 
my head, HYS gave me the look of contempt 
usually associated with white-shoe-after­
Labor~day · level faux pas. But the . more I 
think about it, the more I believe that I iden­
tified a few issues over which all communi­
ties ought to mull. Please, tell me what you 
think. 

Elevator Democracy 
When you push the button to can · 

the elevator, you're put in a queue that is' 
ordered cardinally and inflexibly - that is,. 
first come, first served. 4 Ol;>viously, this is · 
not an optimized system. Let's say that! '1Dl 
on floor 99, and you 100, and that I press the 
button mere nanoseconds before you. I get 
to go down before you;· you get shafted. 
This is true even though our total trip time 
would be dramatically reduced if the eleva­
tor went up one floor, and then down 100.5 

Plus, that way we'd get to do it together, 

What you can do to help make grants pos-
sible: · 

... 1) Pledge a day of your upcoming 
summer or post3L summer salary. Many 
finns match pledges so your pledge is twice 
as valuable to us .:_ we can. double your 
money! This year, PILF has designated June 
19, 2001 as UCLAWPublic InterestDay, and 
we are asking allsummer associates to do­
nate their salary for thatdayto help support 

t1public interest w_orkat UCLA:W.\ ./ 
PILF will be having a Pledge Drive table in 
the courtyard every Wedn,esday from 12-1 
where you can fill out aPledge form or .come 

rather than alone. Seems troubling, at first. 
But whatever· the efficiency loss, 

I'm really gladdened that this is the way 
things work because it just seems so demo­
cratic, so ... so ... American. I see _the eleva­
tor first, I get to go down .first, and if the 
elevator feels it can rise to the .occasion 
agaiµ, you get to slide down the pole after 
me. Early bird, worm, etc. \Vhat could be 
more American than that? · 
I even get a sort of patriotic thrill when I see 
the call light for a higher floor. go on just 

.. after I've stepped in. After all, how do you· 
know whether you're fully exercising your 
rights as a man unless you'.re screwing 
someone else? . . .. .. . . 

Bathroom Equality 
Something· I've noticed recently: 

the newest generation of bathroom sign:;, 
has bequeathed the women an attache,just 
like the men; For the unobservant this was 
not the case before. A blow for equality, we 
should say. But the strange thing is that sign 
for the ladies' restroom still features a woman 
in a skirt.6 This seems a little antiquated; 
vaguely anti-feminist and contrary to the 
very. spirit that bestowed upon Bathroom .· 

1 And not, like in other situations, vice versa. 
2 Mathematically: 99/lOOt+t(to goupagain)+t vs. 1/100t+tor2.99tvs. l.Olt. Orif 
you're picky, 2.99 vs. (1.01 +k)t weighted by riders. 
3 Interestingly, Bathroom Man is not wearing identifiable clothing at all, which makes 
you wonder if the clothes are either tight fitting, or Bathroom Man is a little under­
endowed, or cold, or what. 

See RAMBLINGS, page 14 

by with your questions. Please come by and 
help out your fellow students! . 

2) Volunteer for the upcomingAuc­
tiori. Over the next few months,-PILF will be 
working like crazy to get as· many things· to 
auction off as possible. We need people to 
help go after dona.tions (sports memorabilia, 
restaurant certificates, stores in Westwood, 
faculty donations, etc.). If you are shy about 
asking strangers for things, you can also 
help with tasks such as creating datbases or 
doing mailings. ' · 

3) Get us stuff to Auction off. You 
can also help .with the Auction by more in­
formally soliciting donations of auction 
items from people you know or ~veri making 
a donation yourself - personal requests 
are one of the best ways to get donations. 
Remember that there are many creative ways 
to donate - from making tamales or giving 
swing lessons to donating a .weekend at 
your parents' house in Big Bear. You arid 
everyone you know :has something to do­
nate if you just think hard enough. There 
are forms on the PILF bulletin board and in 
the Center for Public Interest Programs. You 
can also email pilf@orgs.law.ucla.edu. 

4) Come to the Auction and bring 
your friends. TheAuction is scheduled for 
March 9 - put it on your calendars! In ad­
dition to helping a good cause, the Auc.tion 
(which features free food & drink!) is always 
a fun evi::nt for the entire law school commu~ 
nity. 

How to get in touch with PILF: 
Contact · PILF at 

pilf@orgs.law.ucla.edu or call (310) 206-8625 
to pledge, donati::, volunteer, or just ask 
questions. Thanks in advance for your help! 
PILF and the students who receive PILF 
grants. appreciate. your support. 

Eds. Note:- The PILF Auction is the only 
time we can recall anyone paying $300 for 
a$100bill 
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403 NoWo2d,:l-43 and the·UCLA School of Law present o .9 o 
': '-.!' ,· 

I . 

" e or Sell" 
Misery • Written 
•. crew by Alexandra Hisserich

Kevin Leung• Yviett Neukian

/ 

Care or Sell? A Black Green ComedyComedy 

An 
Aesopian Collec 0 

' uclion. A PlaJ by Aesopian collective •·Produced by Blood, Sweat, Tears, and 
d by Ken Graham • Sound Design hJ. Keith lndo • lighting Design hJ Shoshannah Katz 

·ng • ChrisScott • Karen Maccarah • ElizabethHisserich • KarenNash • Scott Dewey • 
.1. Lopez• Kim Barlow • Tina Bay. Glenn Carrington AnaDamonte • laura Hill• 

Rebecca Kanterter • Cheryl Kelly • Ching Lim• Michelle Ilczyszyn
· and Kenneth Karst as TedToman

Gosh-darn 
Ratel by the MPAA (Malpracticir,g, Praaitioners Association cf A rmua) as a 
rJarwt for in:iudrrt, shortras cf breath am tnKimtrdlalie spa5tr&'ifkat.;(P,ldr.jr 

hazardous· to the oodth rf ~ rrisa~ atiJ,:/Jii})'siiiieiiis)I · · .. 
. .· ' J 'J :~:~/;\:~)t\.;/\:·,:.:~ 

'Specifically, the Northwest Audito~um, near Sproul Hall. Some .restrictions apply. Offer void where prohibited. Sec manufacturer for detnils. Employees and relatives of 403 N.W.2d 3 are not eligible to skip out. Odds 
of laughing are approximately 1.00. Tickets not avail11ble at alt locations: Offer ends February 3111, 200 I. Entries must be' received by 8pni. This contract limits our liqbitity. Read it. 40 . W.2d 143 disavows alt liability and 
responsibility for injuries, loss, accidents, or condi~ions arising outDf or connected tel thi~ play wh~thcr caused knowingly, maliciously, negligent) , r recklessly. We've got a small or oflitigators at our disposal so you best 
just .watch your step. This advertisement does not create 11 bnilment. We nre not responsible Tor nny loss you mny incur, including but not limited to rty, life and limb, digni f-control, respect, and gloominess. Well, 

· maybe.we're responsible for the loss of gloominess. 



Is your dad in the en_tertainment industry? 
. Did you go to school with Madonna's brother? 
Does your mom have season'stickets to the Lakers? 

Do you have a beach-side bungalow?· 
C_an you cook a mean chocolate chip cookie? 

if so, 

EED YOUR HELP! 
The UCLA Public Interest Law Foundation (PILF) is a student-run nonprofit organization that raises money to 
give grants to students who work in otherwise unpaid public interest summer jobs. Any law student can apply 
for a PILF grant. Last summer, PILF grants enabled 25 students to work in public interest organizations like 
The Alliance for Children's Rights (education rights and adoption), Natural Resources Defense Council 
(environmentallitigation), Public Counsel (community development and juvenile justice), and Break the Cycle 
(domestic violence). PILF would like to invite you to help these students help others. 

PILF will hold its 8th Annual Auction on Friday. March 9. The auction is a fun _evening of music, food and 
drink which last year attracted closeto 400 .. students,-fac1.1lty, staff, and alumni. PILF depends on student 
support to be successful! · · , 

Can you make a donation? Do you have a special skill? Please let us know how you can help! Drop a note in 
the mailbox of Ines Kuperschmit (2L) or"l'vlagg.ie McLetchie (2L), or emajl PILF@orgs.law.ucla.edu. Thanks! 

DONATE To THE PILF AUCTION! · 

· PREVIOUS PILF ·AUCTION D.ONATIONS · · 

Homemadecookies and brownies _ 
Year-long free passes to a movie theatre 
Murder Mystery dinner party 
Hand-knit clothing item of your choice · 
Tour of Barbra Streisand's Malibu Estate 
Bottle of fine wine 
Original artwork 
Laker's tickets 
Week stay at a mountain cabin 
Scrubs signed by the cast of ER 
Guitar lessons 
Passes to a movie premiere 
Massaget& spa package 
Picnic lunch at the beach 

: i !. 



THE OocKET o UCLA ScHOOL OF LAw FEBRUARY 2001 • PAGE 14 

RAMBLINGS 
From pagell 

Woman the emancipating, business­
implying attache to begin with. 7 

Semioticists can argue all they want about 
the need for a pan-cultural identifier so that, 
say, foreign dignitaries will not find 
themselves, sitcom-like, in the wrong 
bathroom, but what about Scottish 
Bathroom Man and· Woman'? Kilt conundra 
galore. Sic transit gloria attache. Why not 
just go back to ? and '?? Or, even less· 
ambiguous, depictions of the relevant 
genitals themselves. Don't poo-poo. I'm not 
talking about some monstrous paper-mache 
cock dangling from the men's room door -
rather, something tasteful, in the classical · 
style, a la Michaelangelo's David. Art, in 
other words. You see my point. 

Intersection. Cameras 
They've installed these little photo 

<loo-hickeys in a lot ofintersections recently 

hurtle through an intersection at 70 in an 
SLK of uncertain provenance, chain­
smoking, with a former USC rower trying to 
stop a nose bleed in the passenger seat while 
the light turns yellow, it is my god-given 
right to do so.8 Ifl miscalculate and hurtle 
past a cop concealed in the bushes, so be it. 
It's the uncertainty of whether or not I'll be 
tossed over the hood, spread-eagled and at 
the mercy of the penal law, which gives life 
its zest, itsjoie. Indeed, other Angelenos 
positively thrive on these brushes with 
death, these little chances to be rear-ended. 
Why else would Fletcher Jones have 
instal11::d that horn in the S6Q0? These little, 
clockwork camera monstrositites are no 
substitute for flesh.and blood: they 
guarantee the money shot, when the real· 
thing is so much more exciting and uncertain. 
· Uncouth, when you really stop to think about 
it. 

GEMS 
Frompage9 

Professor Carbado, I'm relatively pleased 
that my efforts. failed. 

L had imagined spending months 
locked in a basemen_! with a dusty copy 
of the California Insurance Code.' Instead, 
I got a full color copy of'' Anatomy of an 
Insurance Policy," and my own personal 
copy of the Rutter Guide to Insurance 
Litigation. 

'The class isn't really so much about . . . . . 

came into class in the mid die of a heated 
discussion about coverage for an airplane 
that crashed in international waters while 
en route ... well, never· mind. The details 
are unimportant and you probably don't 
care. Anyway, Professor Johnson over-

. heard our joyous colloquy, and proceeded 
to make us argue the points in front of 

· the class. One hitch: he made us switch 
sides. 

This class could be a tremendous 
bore. It really has the potential to put 
students to sleep if it were in the wrong 
hands'. But Professor Johnson makes it 

· · what it is: an entertaining and enlighten-
ing journey through what seems at first 
to be a hideously narcotic topic. 

. By the time you are finished with this 

to take a picture of your license plate when Off Subject Columns · 

class, you should have an understanding 
of the role that insurance plays in real liti­
gation. You also come away understand­
ing how insurance alters the landscape of 
law, both in litigation strategy and the for­
mulation of substantive law. Forgive me 
if I sound like a description in the course 

you cruise through a red light- little traffic Probably the worst thing, though, 
light paparazzi. A little unsporting, don't you is the proliferationof columns that don'ttell 
think? It totally mistakes the purpose of law 3/0U what you really want• to know. I mean, 
enforcement which, contr.ary .. to popular youdidn'tjust slog through ~80 words just 
belief, is not to catch criminals bµt to provid~ to hear my theories about eleyators did you? .. 
citizens with the opportunity to play game_s ·· ·Youwanted a straight ans~e~, right?Hmm.' 

Professor Tom Tom Johnsonalso teaches a "se­
q1;1el,'.; cqurse; the! Insurance LawWorkshop. 

catalog, but -this isn ~ the description in 
the course catalog, and it should be. 

Going in: * * 
Coming out: of chance with the cops. Thus, ifI choose to Not really my thing. · · Insurance Law, and in that way is, per­

haps, misnamed. It's about three things, 
really; the physical insurance policy, the 
meanings of the different clauses, and how 
these clauses play out in litigation. The 
last requires a reading ofµ seemingly in­
firite numper o.f casel:i, but is really quite 
interesting. This of course, can be called 
"law;"but it's law as process, not as static 
statute. The course is almost clinical in 
its focus.on understa1iding the actual ju-

* * * * ½ 
,, . . .: 

4 What's in that attache, do you think? Conclusion 
1 In fact, I'm not entirely sure I could do anything but- it's one thing to do fancy 
maneuvers with your own manual, quite another with someone else's stick. 

There are really three things these 
classes have in common. They are all 
taught by professors who are masters in 
their respective fields. They all have guest 
speakers and non-textbook materials (if 
only as a supplement), and finally, they 
are all taught by people actually excited 
about the class. Maybe you 're the type 
of student who just wants to take the Bar 
classes, the fluff seminars, and get the 
hell out, But if you aren't, .. then these 
classe.s sbpuld not be overlooked .. Maybe 

Reflections
Striving for Greatness

. dki al. decision::making process. 
• • •• ; ✓ It. is' not necessary to memorize the 
minutia of the California Insurance Code. 

By Toby Bordelon 
Senior Editor ; . ... ,. . ·, 

Do ybu ~ter'wondef whitp:;ople will tfunf 
of you when you are gone? Many people 
want to leave some kind of mark on the world. 
Many ofus long for some measure of great". 
ness, lmt few people ever really get there. 
Why, .I wbnder'? Why d9es greatness see~ 
so·Oufof reach? Maybe it's because we 1re 

··confused about what it reaHy.is·: Whatwe 
recognize instinctively as true>greatness;' 
and what society seems to reward are two 
.very different things. . . . 

''true greatness j,~ meas'ured. not in ace om-. 
plishments or achievements; but by the souls 
you have touched, the lives you have 

.·. changed, the people you have loved .. · 
I #link we all know this, on some level, but 

f9T;soµ1e reason it is contrary to what we are. 
told every day. We revere as heroes star 
atl'iletes, successful businessmen, and Hol~ 
!yw'ood celebrities. When \\le think of the 
greatest people in the world today, inevita­
bly. we think .of leaders of .natic;>ns, ·maybe 
because they are. prominent, because· they 
have power. When people receive -lifetime 
achievement awards iri w.hatever field it is 
customary to rim though a list of accom­
plishments, Even as a nation this is what we 
strive for. Leave a legacy. Leave a mark, 
some tangible thing future generations can 
remember us by. We forget .that the · real 

The course is about. the role insurance 

legacy is in the liv.e~ of the peoplt!; we leave . · playsjn)itigation. To u,nderstand that role, 
behind. · · · · · · . · · · · · youJ1av~ t</ uqde~~tri~d,ito some extent, 

, Lo:ok,dthist()ry. 'Nho reme~1birsthe E.~~ ·.· how intur.apc~: ~or~s.: But Profe,ss~r 
per6rofRome 1n30A.D;, whenJe'sus'Clftist: Johnson niakes·.that simple. H e 

.was crucified?Notmany, I would imagine. also·has a sense of humor ... One day I 
(Hint: ltwasn't N ero.f It wasTiberius .. who . . . · .· .· 

. Bankruptcy Policy isn.'t what wakes you 
up inthe morning, but. when someon.e 
who really loves .it war1ts. to teach you 
about it, it makes all the difference. ·. 

·ruledtheeI11Pir~th\ltyear. We~y~oJknqit ; Fortenbaugh
,hi% bllt the name ofa simple carp9ntq's .. · ---------------------------------
son from that time is known tJlroughout the ... · F 8 

\vorld. Who was King of England wheri In- . . rompage ; : is the lack of symmetry, or maybe I can't 

. dia won it's i?9epende11ce7 Th~ na~e:of do it. ·.· ·.. .. . ... , : . ·· ·· ~~:c~::~:g;~i:~~~~=:i:: ~::: 
George,VI·probably escapes"most of us•:av:,.: :.,, · •: w·" 11•(1. · · ld'·'d 't :I d'dd ··,t.d · · All.en·· fie· It ·that 1·n order to _be· a first.c_ lass • , ··· ·.•·. .... •.··· ·. , ·· · . .. . · · . e , cou. o 1 . . z Q 1 unng 
the inoment. · B_ut Gancihi--c'we.all,krioy., hun.. · rriy interv.iewing process this fall when fli-. organization, you had to have first class sur­
M~r,tin .Luther King, Jr.? l.Ious!!hold i:ifl111~ iri •· ture employers asked.me about the caliber · roW1dings. George Allen would never have 
America: .Quick; who :was President when .·.0· .f.·m· yle· g.a._ l.ed,.uca·.t·1·on··. I·s.,;_dtha' ti couldn't d fi . . . I H 'fi It h 
he was sho't? t'yQdon Johnson .. He does'~•t ,: .., stoo or a m1ssmg urma . e e t at. a 
even have his :t,w;ri·holiday. ·· · · ha_ve,asked for pe~erJraining, and that I ini~sil)g urinal would come back to haunt 

The point here is that'while oµr'.W .. orl.d te-J dipn;tha':'e~qilajm~bQµti!~,So}cap'tlJJarl}~ his team, Maybe he's right. Maybe this 
· · th(:se. facultymeinbei;s iftpey arej~t going • missirig'urinalis the al_batross around the 

wards people who:attain.famfalld w,ealtn ' .fo sacrifice afe\iisilidents with bad LSAT's neck of UCLA Law School. Maybe our 
}rnd JJO~l!r, µ-ie people Jpat . .,ve r~me,~b!!,rlong. . and GPA's,Iwas too much ofa coward arid . UCLA Law School is not ranked where it is 
aft~rth.ey .are goi:i,e. shov/ ~~,t- somewhere ·• lied about itm_ys~mv: . . . .supposed to be because of this missin. gun­
inside \ve have a .different c~n-ceptfonof" 

· · · · The_ fa .. c .. _u. l .. ty· w ... ill,t. ho .... ugh_ ,· at least b.e · nal Maybe US News and World Report is 
what makes a: person great -T. he. ones we.. · · · · · •· · · · 

sa.crificing sorp~on(: t::lse.They will keep ju~t waiting for the school to replace. the 
really honor are thosewiio change·our]ives. . tl_ieit in_ t~gn· ·1y_''. It'~. refr __ eshing. ·.,and_. I no~ have .. urinal 'and then we will be vaulted into the 

Let's try something radical.· Let:s ~ot striye .. · · · · · · · · · 
· · · · .-_an.ew __ .fciu_ qd.re_ •. ·spect for thesep.rofi_ es_sors~ •· :uppef-echelon of national' law schools. 

for the temporary recognition that.comes. · · · · · · · : 'Illis is a lesson tliatl'Utakewitli rrie into the .. Maybe the lesson here is: yes LSATscores 
with "success," or spend our Jives accumu- · 

· world .. It takes a Jot' of courage to admit that are important, but they don't mean nothing • 
la ting wealth and mat.erial p .. ossessions. ·. · · · 

. you want to_ teach_a_t Harvard. It takes e_ven unless_ you have a pot to pee in. 
Why don't we take a chance a aim for some~· · 

.. · · more··cou1·age to do wha+ever· you can to · s·omeone's got to· takecharge. So 
thing more? Let's live.our l1ves in such a · . • · . · ·. c · · · 

· achieve tl~at goaL There's something very . when I make enough money, I am going to 
way that when we are gone, peopJe will say . • Nietzsche about what their.doing; and when · donate a· new urinaL What's in it for me? 
that the world is a better place for our hav- .• · I say Ni~tzsche, I mean it in the best pos- I'm not looking to be pardoned from my past 
ing be_eri here. · · · · · 

sible way. ··.. . . transgressions like.giving a professor a cold . 

You'd think that four law·~school~edu~ .· 
. · · And it sure would be nice for me if No, I'm hoping that maybe this schoo.1 will 
UCLA Law "'.as highly ranked. It would be puta small plaque on my honorary commode 
goodforrriylegallegacy,aswell. Ialre~dy so thatin years.to cpme I will know in my 
know how to take care ofiny legacy. heart that UCLA Law School is still pissing . ated minds could. com.e ·up. with some-. . 

p.ing interesting to put tnto the last bit o:( . . - . . . . 

lank space in a newspaper.• Guess again.· 

Eversincefvyas a IL,one ofthe uri- onme. 
nals 11as beeri missing from the Men's bath­
room across the hall from the student lounge. 
In its place is a giant cork in the floor. I'm 
miquite sure why it both~- .-s me. Perhaps it 

-S.E 
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EntErtai·nmEnt ReviEws 
This month highlights new albums bti Cold Plati 1 Muse, Cocteau Twins 1 Entia and 

· Starlight Mints 

1. Cold Play: Parachutes 
A pleasantly consistently mellow al­

BY KENNY RoosT1 ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Yorke, but rather a wannabe com­
ing impressively close, missing only 

wher~ it 

symptoms of a caput group seek­
ing posthumuus dollars and a poor 
round-out to their catalog (like BBC 
sessions and such). This is their 
latest release:. a strikingly 

your generic vocal/guitar/bass/ 
drums in with a cello, a violin, and 
even the rare trumpet. On top of 
this varied instrumentation, Starlight 

bum, which is 
surprising when 
you consider it's 
from another 
teeny-bopping 
brit-pop act. Cold 
Play steal more 
mood from 

matters-· 
{subtlety 
and ex­
pres -

pathetic and half-assed at- ··" . ;; 
,l 

-S i Ve -

ness). 
N o: t 

tempt at a "best of." If you .. <:i?~:~'.\~ 
are seeking a quality yet in- · ,,, ,,i.; ... ,;;..:.i, "·< 

! ,,,, \' ,1 -'-'" 

complete compilation of . ..: .-:J r::f ::\ :11i 
' ,:' '. 

shoegazers like · g re a t 
Slowdive than rd ck , 
they do from Oa- but far 
sis or Blur (they better 
may wish they than the ,_, 

stole mood from cheesy-
Pink Floyd or · a s s 

Radiohead, but co v e r 
are frankly not that good). The vo- might imply. They are more than 
cals are patterned ·with Dave three preppy guys striking a generic 
Matthews' style, especially when lin- pose. There ar~ actually. a lot of 
gering in falsetto (which is about half bouncing and non-generic riffs em~ 
of the time). However, the best way bedded in each song, instead of a . 
to express the band's sound is to few guitars with a couple chords; 
say: imagine the Cranberries, only The prob-

Cocteau Twin's best mo-
ments, purchase The Pink 
Opaque (it's been available 
for over a decade, and has 
not lost a step). Alternately, 
if you want to become a col­
lector of the group, start with 
their best albums like Trea-
sure and Heaven or Las 
Vegas. Plainly put, there will 
never be a good reason for 
you to have this album .... well, unless 
you want tc; review it for a school 
paper. And in that case, just borrow 
it from me. 0/100 

with a male singer with (ironically, I lem is that . '4. 
guess) less balls. With that in mind, the music Enya: Day 
Parachutes' first track;: Don't Panic, .neveritran-, . , .. Without Rain 
is my favorite. Gorgeous, melan.:. s c en ct s More crap 
choly guitar strains score sarcastic tasteful- its from Enya. 
vocals commenting on what a p a t c h - This is the 
beautiful world it is (perhaps the works to case, at least, 
sarcasm is heightened by being a become if you believe 
1 L). This is the same lovely con- even re-· that her first 
trast that Black had on his 80's hit, m o t e I y three albums 
Wonderful Life. Unfortunately, Para- · moving. were pretty 
chutes: drnps a· peg after this, its . 54/100 .cool .and cli-
music and vocals never achieving maxed in true 
the opening track's brief beauty. In- excellence· on 

stead,.t.healbumfartsintoacquies- . ··.·. , Sh e·p.ard 
cen(s·rnaUer~minded ambience arid 3 .. Cocteau T\Nins: Stars and Moons, and thatthe fojlow-up, The 

Mints add thick backup vocals, both 
male and female, creating further el­
ements including excellent har­
mony, melody, and a buried a 
cappella flavor. Eleven amusing 
songs exploit the sonic potential in 
a result that comes off either as the 

riSquirrel Nut Zippers on acid, Eleanor 
Rigby outtakes, or a slightly Latin 

Archers of Loaf ... Unfortunately, 
while the group's sound is intricate 
and fun, the songs themselves are 
often neutral and occasionally even 
grating. Here's how the listening 
process will proceed: the first song, 
you'll think, "Wow, kinda enjoyable 
and fun." Then you will zone out be­
cause .the tunes aren't that terribly 

gripping: FinaUy, you will be spurred 
out of your daydream when it force­

·. fully occurs to you, aboutJhree 
r~pEltition: The hi.tior_-i'g \'."ellqw, is a . Topsoil Memory of Trees, was · a · ·. 

·. gcio,d sing!e, .buJor,,IY,: b~caus@ o( The surprisingly succ.essful kings.of cruelly bac;J a_nd .thoroughly ..--'!"""'!'-............ -~ ..... ---....... ~....:...­
·. rpere catchin~sii:....._r,qt forlorn anp ·.· fanciful shoe-g?izing·goth nonsense . u'ncr,ea.tiv:e. echo· 6{ her 

.. _ lovelysoUnd. ) rri~an, i(ydujLJstw.aht · .fairy-dUsted· ambience,proke up_a . f9r111_efoutpu·J, lf..~hat is.yopr: , 
.. cajc,hy. withqutquality, :try,. ~n. •Jew yearl? back; apd:;t1ave since re-, :take,then Day Without Rain . · . 

. ' .. Hanson's MMk-1Bop: rhythrn,~ithciut deas~d .. a series 6f •Unnecessary i~· a cr.qeUy bad ar-1d, thor- . 
. min'd.>Cold Play:flirt with the·mind, · compilations that are fnvariable ougt)ly .un~reative echo. of ..... 

bt1tth~yneveractuallyseduce · · The Memory ·of Tr~es. 
it. · \Nh_ich leaves you with. a · 

· 68/100. really· echo-y pile · of 

. 2. · Muse: Showbiz 
Yet another new brit-pop 
phenom boy-band. Synthy, 
varied, and pretty adapt musi-

. cally, Muse may remind you of 

Space (minus the knock 'em 
dead single, The Female of the 
Species - that song still gives 
me chills). Their singer will 
make you do a triple take be­
fore realizing it isn't Thom 

·crapola. For some reason · 

though, my mom likes it. 
Go figure. 
18/100 

5. Starlight Mints: 
The Dream that Stuff was 
made of 

Kinky music and agreeably inept 
vocals· that you'll like, if you love 
Pavement The off-beat instru­
mentation defines the sound: mix 

songs in, that the music is actually 
quite annoying. so·here's the deal: 
listen to one song at a time, and this 
group will impress you·as only a sur­
prisingly-cute-opening-group-at 
some-small-club-concert can. 
39/100 
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