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A Whitman “Sampler” texts:

1. In Paths Untrodden

In paths untrodden,
In the growth by margins of pond-waters,
Escaped from the life that exhibits itself,
From all the standard hitherto publish’d, from the pleasures, profits, conformities,
Which too long I was offering to feed my soul,
Clear to me now standards not yet publish’d, that my soul,
That the soul of man I speak for rejoices in comrades,
Here by myself away from the clank of the world,
Tallying and talk’d to here by tongues aromatic,
No longer abash’d, (for in this secluded spot I can respond as I would not dare elsewhere,)
Strong upon me the life that does not exhibit itself, yet contains all the rest,
Resolv’d to sing no songs to-day but those of manly attachment,
Projecting them along that substantial life,
Bequeathing hence types of athletic love,
Afternoon this delicious Ninth-month in my forty-first year,
I proceed for all who are or have been young men,
To tell the secret of my nights and days,
To celebrate the need of comrades.
1860

II. A Promise to California

A promise to California,

Or inland to the great pastoral Plains, and on to Puget Sound
and O ré& gon [or is it Oregon?];

Sojourning east a while longer, soon I travel toward you, to
remain, to teach robust American love,

For I know very well that I and robust love belong among you,
inland, and along the Western sea;

For these States tend inland and toward the Western sea, and 1
will also.

1860
I11. I Sit and Look Out

I sit and look out upon all the sorrows of the world, and upon
all oppression and shame,

I hear secret convulsive sobs from young men at anguish with
themselves, remorseful after deeds done,

I see in low life the mother misused by her children, dying
neglected, gaunt, desperate,

I see the wife misused by her husband, I see the treacherous
seducer of young women,

I mark the ranklings of jealousy and un requited love attempted
to be hid, I see these sights on the earth,

I see the workings of battle, pestilence, tyranny, I see martyrs
and prisoners,



I observe a famine at sea, I observe sailors casting lots who

shall be kill’d to preserve the lives of the rest,
I observe the slights and degradations cast by arrogant persons

upon laborers, the poor, and upon negroes, and the like;
All these—all the meanness and agony and without end I sitting

look out upon,
See, hear, and am silent.

1860

I'V. This Moment Yearning and Thoughtful

This moment yearning and thoughtful sitting alone,

It seems to me there are other men in other lands yearning and thoughtful,

It seems to me I can look over and behold them in Germany, Italy, France, Spain,

Or far, far away, in China, or in Russia or Japan, talking other dialects,

And it seems to me if I could those men I should become attached to them as I do to men in my
own lands,

O I know we should be brethren and lovers,

I know I should be happy with them.

1860
V. A Glimpse
A glimpse through an interstice caught,
Of a crowd of workmen and drivers in a bar-room around the
stove late of a winter night, and I unremark’d seated in a corner,
Of a youth who loves me and whom I love, silently approaching
and seating himself near, that he may hold me by the hand,
A long while amid the noises of coming and going, of drinking
and oath and smutty jest,
There we two, content, happy in being together, speaking little,
perhaps not a word.
1860
From poetry
by
Walt Whitman

Public Domain



Instrumentation:

Baritone Voice
Piano

A Whitman “Sampler”

Poetry: Walt Whitman Music: Greg A Steinke

I. In Paths Untrodden
II. A Promise to California
II. T Sit and Look Out
I'V. This Moment Yearning and Thoughtful

V. A Glimpse

1860
Public Domain

Program Notes

A Whitman “Sampler” was commissioned by Andrew White, baritone, for a concert
celebrating the Whitman centennial in 2019. I selected the particular poems I’ve set
for their relevance to our contemporary milieu even though they date to many years ago
when Whitman wrote them in relation to his “contemporary” milieu. For me these all
have a certain “timelessness” and enduring quality about them. I hope you may enjoy
hearing and listening to them as much as the joy I had in setting them to music.

Duration: c. 16' 30"
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