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C O G N I T I VE A S P E C TS O F LINGUISTI C T H E O RY 
(Organizers :  Howar d Lasni k (Connecticut) ,  Davi d Pesetsk y (MIT) ) 

This symposium will explore cognitive issues arising from recent 
researc h i n thre e area s o f  theoretica l  linguistics :  syntax ,  semantic s an d 
phonology .  Thoug h th e issue s examine d wil l  li e a t  th e frontier s o f 
curren t  work ,  n o forma l  backgroun d i n linguistic s wil l  b e presupposed . 

In his presentation, Prof. Howard Lasnik (University of 
Connecticut )  wil l  discus s th e boundar y betwee n synta x an d pragmatic s a s 
i t  i s  reveale d throug h curren t  studie s o f  pronomina l  anaphora .  Lasni k 
wil l  sho w ho w consideration s arisin g fro m th e communicativ e functio n o f 
languag e accoun t  fo r  onl y th e mos t  globa l  constraint s o n pronomina l 
referenc e ( .  e .  g  th e infelicit y o f  H e cam e i n an d Joh n sa t  down ,  wit h h e 
understoo d a s John) .  B y contrast ,  syntacti c condition s ar e necessar y t o 
explai n th e intricacie s o f  pronou n distribution .  Th e stud y o f  suc h 
condition s show s tha t  linguisti c competenc e include s a  distinc t  syntacti c 
componen t  wit h ric h interna l  structure . 

Prof. James Higginbotham (MIT) wiU address cognitive issues in 
semantic s tha t  ste m fro m studie s o f  verba l  aspect .  Thes e studie s hav e 
reveale d a  variet y o f  scenario s tha t  ca n b e associate d wit h simpl e 
sentences ,  e.g .  th e tw o sense s o f  Joh n raise d hi s hand ,  on e o f  whic h i s 
lik e th e sens e o f  I  raise d John's  hand .  H e wil l  sho w ho w suc h 
association s ar e explaine d vi a a  concep t  o f  logica l  for m tha t  recognize s 
sentence s a s classifyin g events .  Thi s theor y ca n no t  onl y explai n th e 
logica l  link s amon g sentence s bu t  ca n als o accoun t  fo r  th e link s betwee n 
sentence s an d th e perceptua l  situation s tha t  justif y ou r  classifications . 

Prof. John McCarthy (University of Massachusetts) will focus on 
moder n theorie s o f  non-linea r  phonolog y an d wha t  the y revea l  abou t  th e 
mind .  Non-linea r  phonolog y differ s fro m earlie r  theorie s i n it s focu s o n 
long-distanc e relation s betwee n phonologica l  unit s tha t  g o beyon d simpl e 
concatenation .  Non-linea r  phonolog y posit s a  hierarchica l  arrangemen t  o f 
thes e units ,  whos e structura l  propertie s ar e crucia l  t o th e explanatio n o f 
phonologica l  processes .  McCarthy' s presentatio n wil l  examin e som e o f  it s 
consequence s o f  thi s approac h t o phonology . 
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