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Introduction

The importance of the media in health messaging

The media perform an important function—informing and in-

-

-

-

-

The gaps in our understanding of the media—what is  

lacking?

-

-

-
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Filling the gap- approaches to communication inequality 
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Methods

Community Context
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Participant Recruitment
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Setting
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Interview Script
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Data Analysis
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Results

Participants

-

 

Table 1.

Framework

-

-

-

Figure 1.

Mean Age 42.9 (SD 10.1 years) 

Male 12 (48) 

Reporter, Editor 15 (56), 12 (44) 

Print, Internet, Television, Radio 8 (30), 8 (30), 6 (22), 5 (18) 

Foreign-born 20 (74) 

Mean Time since immigration if Foreign-born 20.6 (SD 8.5 years) 

Spanish as language of personal preference 14 (52) 

Spanish as reporting language 20 (74) 

Specialization in health stories 16 (59) 

Mean Time of reporting experience 16.2 (SD 7.5 years) 

 



Early Factors- External factors and Health-Communica-

tion Partnerships 

-

-

-

-

Latter Factors- Organizational

-

-

-

Latter Factors- Journalist

-
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-

  “A lot of our experts are like doctors that have 

their own little practices in Southgate and in the valley, that are 

not necessarily the best experts to be talking about those issues. 

But because they give us the access…the results we need, that’s 

who we end up going with. I think that the Spanish media in our 

-

-

  “The mission is to educate my community; the 

mission is to inform my community. The mission is to avoid that 

many people die because they don’t have the right information, 

or because lack of awareness…and to humanize our community. 

The mainstream…have the power but our community is of no 

interest to them. We have the numbers, but not the education, so 

Latter Factors- Story

-

  “It has to be useful; you can just be repeating 

the copy that came out somewhere else. The source may be the 

same for the English channel, but we have to give it a concrete 

focus for our community…needs to be focused into a tool that is 

useful and can save a life. The mainstream doesn’t guide them: 

and us, in addition to informing, we try to guide with advice or 

-

-

-

a b



  “…if the message is you can save your daugh-

ter’s life, or keep her ability to be a mom in the future…the Lati-

no audience will be receptive to that idea, the message that ‘this 

is a way of taking care of your family and strengthening your 

family bond…and that it can be simple and there are resources 

  “…for example ‘Take care of yourself against 

‘This illness can affect your family, your job’…related to the fam-

ily unit. Everything revolves around our family.

-

  “You need regular everyday people in stories 

‘Oh that is just like my Tia (aunt).’ Latinos are wary of doctors 

because if they had a bad experience, it is hard for them to for-

get. So you need to hear from someone that looks like someone 

-

-

-

  “When you talk about the numbers and stuff 

like that, that’s how I feel most health problems are reported…

you totally forget about it. But if you can show how the problem 

might make you infertile or affect your marriage, then people 

Discussion
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