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Christopher Best

Missa Mensura

Op.66
for SATB soloists and choir

with brass quintet, vibraphone and organ







MISSA MENSURA
(text adapted from the Latin Mass)

Kyrie eleison,
Christe eleison.

Laudamus te,

Benedicimus te,

Adoramus te,

Glorificamus te.

Domine Deus, rex coelestis,

Deus Pater omnipotens.

Domine Fili unigenite,

Jesu Christe, Altissime,

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.

Agnus Dei

Miserere nobis.

Agnus Det, filius Patris,

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
Suscipe deprecationem nostrum.
Qui sedes ad dextram Patris,
Miserere nobis.

Quoniam tu solus Dominus,
Quoniam tu solus sanctus,
Quoniam tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe,
Cum sancto spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris.
father.
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Osanna in excelsis.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria ejus.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Osanna in excelsis.

Agnus Det
Dona nobis pacem.

Lord, have mercy on us,
Christ, have mercy on us.

We praise you,

We bless you,

We adore you,

We glorify you.

Lord God, heavenly King,

Father Almighty.

Lord, the only begotten Son,

Jesus Christ, Highest,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
We thank you for your great glory.

Lamb of God

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, son of the Father,

Who takes away the sins of the world,
Receive our prayer.

He who sits at the right hand of the Father,
Have mercy on us.

Because you alone are Lord,

Because you alone are holy,

Because you alone are most high, Jesus Christ,
Together with the Holy Ghost, in the glory of God the

Glory to God on high

And on earth peace to those of good will.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth.
Hosanna in the highest.

Heaven and earth are full of his glory.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lamb of God

Grant us peace.



INSTRUMENTATION

SATB soloists
SATB choir
Brass quintet:
2 trumpets in Bb
Hornin F
Trombone
Tuba
Vibraphone (motor off), medium and hard mallets

2-manual organ (swell and great) with pedals

PERFORMANCE NOTLES

Vid

The notations = ; or b
\_/
mdicate a continuous portamento always lasting a full crotchet beat, whether on or off the beat or passing
through a barline.
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The chosen time signature and resultant barlines are for coordination and counting purposes only. They do
not carry any stresses on the first and third beat. Singers should simply follow the natural stresses inherent
in the text as they would 1f speaking it. For this purposes, naturally stressed syllables are underlined.

COMPOSER’S NOTEL

Missa Mensura draws in part upon three short canons I had previously written for counter-tenor, two
tenors and bass with optional crotales. The title translates as ‘Measured Mass’, a reference to the work’s
use of mensuration canon. This 1s a device whereby the speed of the canons 1s directly related to their
relative starting pitch. Canons on the same note run at the same speed; a canon an octave below moves at
half the speed, a fifth below at two-thirds the speed and so on. This process 1s strictly adhered to, albeit
with the rhythms ‘quantized’ to the nearest quaver for both practical and musical reasons.

DURATION

¢.33 minute
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...unique sonorities and an engaging sound world...
William Sleath (flautist)

... the type of new music that JAM prides itself on supporting...
Edward Armitage, Chairman John Armitage Memorial Concert Series

.. mature and powerful work...
Dance Europe

...proof that contemporary music can succeed on all fronts....
Sound and Music

...courageous in its simplicity...
Sound and Music

Christopher Best is a freelance composer based in the Southwest of England, writing mostly concert,
stage and acousmatic music. Commissioning groups have included the Malta Philharmonic
Orchestra, the Fisarchi Ensemble of Florence, Scottish Dance Theatre, Emilyn Claid & Co., Jamaican
National Dance and Bimba Dance Theatre. Works have also been written for ensembles such as
Aquarius, Jane's Minstrels, Kokoro, the choir of Selwyn College Cambridge and Onyx Brass.

In making new work, Chris places particular emphasis on collaborating with performers, and is
grateful for having had the opportunity to do so with such distinguished musicians as pianists Michael
Finnissy, Ian Pace, Tim Carey, Raymond Clarke and Julian Hellaby, accordionist Milo§ Milivojevi¢,
trumpeter Alan Thomas, cellist Rohan de Saram, harpist Ruth Wall, guitarist Matthew Marshall,
organists Simon Hogan and Daniel Moult and flautist William Sleath. His music has received
widespread critical acclaim and been performed and broadcast internationally.

Since 2010 Chris has held a senior lectureship at Falmouth University, having formerly been Reader
in music composition at Dartington College of Arts in Devon. He has taught extensively throughout
the UK and abroad, and co-directed residential music and dance exchanges in Devon, Manchester,
London and Madrid.

Recent output includes ‘Missa Mensura’, a setting of the Latin mass for chorus and chamber
ensemble, the acousmatic ‘Once It Is Over’ and extended cycle ‘Worlds’, ‘Hawaiki - Six
Conceptions’ for chorus and orchestra, ‘Clarion Song’ for trumpet and organ, ‘Odes and
Episodes’ and ‘Echoes of a Lost Music’, both for electric guitar, ‘Scending’ for flutes and accordion
and ‘Fragilities’ for flutes and cello.

For further information, scores, parts and recordings visit composer’s website:

www.chrisbestmusic.com



http://www.chrisbestmusic.com/



