
LIBEL! Rules 
For 3-4 players. 
 

1. Before the game, each player chooses an anchor. You may choose in a random order. 
2. At the start of the game, shuffle the deck. Set your integrity to 10, and your viewership 

at 4. Deal five cards to each player. 
3. On each players turn, they draw one card. If the player has zero cards they may draw 

two cards instead of one at the beginning of that turn. Players may play up to two 
cards. 

a. Remember, you’re running a news network! When you play a card, 
enthusiastically read the content to your audience as if you were a real news 
anchor and don’t hesitate to add some flair of your own! 

b. You can publish a story that you have in your hand by putting it on the table in 
front of you. Adjust your integrity and viewership meters accordingly. It stays 
there for the rest of the game (unless specified otherwise). 

c. You can play an action card. Announce its effects to the other players and 
carefully follow the instructions on the card. After you apply its effects, it goes into 
the discard pile, face up next to the draw pile. 

d. If you have more than seven cards in your hand at the end of your turn, discard 
cards until you have seven cards in your hand. 

 
Your anchor modifies these rules as stated on their card. When your anchor is upgraded, the 
skills are not cumulative. You only apply the effects of the most recently unlocked ability. 
 
Winning and Losing: If a player reaches 0 integrity, they lose and the game continues without 
them. Whichever player reaches 14 viewership on their slider first wins! 
 
Special cases: 

● When you play the card LIBEL! You must shout LIBEL! passionately.  
● If a card changes a value by 50% and the result is not an integer, round up. 
● Some cards ask to be played immediately when drawn - you must play them 

immediately. 
● If you get one of those cards at the start of the game, you do not have to play it 

immediately; you can use it at your leisure. 
● The die asked for on certain cards is a 4-sided die. 
● Viewership cannot go below 0, similarly integrity cannot exceed 14. 
● Some cards are “ongoing” - they stay next to your anchor until the effects end. 
● Use common sense for cards the specify subjective categories of news (political, positive 

news, natural disasters, etc) 
● When in doubt, follow the instructions on the card. 



 
On the right, we first have a slider that 
keeps track of a player’s integrity and 
viewership. The dials are mounted 
with pushpins in foam to make 
changing properties as easy as 
possible. These worked much better 
than the wonky sliders we had before. 
It also matches our refined, 
newspaper-esque visual theme quite 
well. 
 
Below we have an image of 
playtesters in the middle of the game, 
with their played stories in front of 
them.  
 
Our video showing gameplay is 
available here. 
 
The following pages are the cards. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7-kuc1_Wuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7-kuc1_Wuk


‘Pharma Bro’ Martin 
Shkreli Sentenced to 7 
Years in Prison 

Shkreli, who gained infamy for 

price gouging while running Turing 

Pharmaceuticals, has been 

sentenced for securities fraud and 

must forfeit $7.4 million and a one- 

of-a-kind Wu-Tang Clan album. 

An opponent may draw 2 cards if they can 

name the Wu-Tang album that Shkreli lost. 

COMMERCIAL BREAK

0 viewership 2 integrity 



Ashley Madison: 
Hackers May Have 
Data on Millions 

The group of hackers stole 

information on the 37 million 

members of Ashley Madison. They 

promise to release everything if 

Ashley Madison does not shut 

down the entire site. 

Someone's hiding something... Make 

any opponent reveal his or her hand. 

They lose 1 integrity.

COMMERCIAL BREAK

1 viewership 1 integrity 



California Legalizes 
Marijuana 

The Adult Use of Marijuana Act 

(Proposition 64) was passed on 

November 8th, 2016, legalizing 

the recreational use of marijuana 

for adults over the age of 21. 

When you play this card, every player 

that says "Bruh I'm mad blazed" 

may draw a card.

1 viewership 1 integrity 

COMMERCIAL BREAK



The Water Is 
Turning The Friggin 
Frogs Gay 

Highly qualified biosciencemen 

confirmed in a recent study that 

chemtrails in the water are directly 

correlated with the growing 

phenomenon of trans-gay frogs 

throughout America. Niel 

DeGrasse Tyson said on the 

matter, “I love frongs.” 

2 viewership ROLL FOR  integrity 



SpaceX Brings in 
New Space Age 

The successful launch of the 

Falcon Heavy marks a new era in 

private sector space exploration.  

ROLL FOr viewership, 

then subtract 1
2 integrity 

If you   roll a 5, you win 

a TESLA ROADSTER



Donald Trump 
Wins Presidency 
In a surprise victory, the 

Republican ticket of businessman 

Donald Trump beat the Democratic 

ticket of former Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton, despite 

Clinton winning the popular vote. 

2 viewership 2 integrity 

Run this story immediately 

after drawing it



Stephen Hawking 
dies at 76 
Stephen Hawking, the brilliant 

British theoretical physicist who 

overcame a debilitating disease to 

publish wildly popular books 

probing the mysteries of the 

universe, has died, according to a 

family spokesman. 

0 viewership 3 integrity 

Run this story immediately 

after drawing it



North Korea 
Nukes the Entire  
United States

Last week, a category 9 MegaTitrate 

C.77 Helioplex MD 5-HASH Atomic 

Bomb wiped out the majority of the 

U.S. mainland. This really happened. 

Nobody is alive to contest this, so, 

it's true. 

ROLL FOR viewership
(5 - ROLL) 

 integrity 

Run this story immediately 

after drawing it



Last Member of 
the Beatles Dies 
at 86 
John Lennon, the last living member 

of the legendary rock group, passed 

away this last weekend in his Los 

Angeles apartment. Rumors of an 

overdose have been circulating. It 

may have also been an 

assassination. A preliminary 

autopsy suggested a deadly nerve 

agent may have been put in his 

tomato soup. 

3 viewership 2 integrity 



As Bitcoin Bubble 
Loses Air, Frauds 
and Flaws Rise to 
Surface 
The digital tokens have slid more 

than 50 percent in value from their 

peaks in early January. 

“Cryptocurrencies are almost a 

perfect vehicle for scams,” said 

Kevin Werbach, a professor at 

University of Pennsylvania’s 

Wharton School. 

1 viewership 2 integrity 



Toilet Paper 
Shortage Strikes 
Taiwan Amid 
Pricing Panic 
From Taipei in the north to Tainan in 

the south, retailers are having 

difficulty keeping toilet paper on 

their shelves, as reports of 

imminent price increases have sent 

consumers rushing to stores to 

stock up on the household staple. 

1 viewership 1 integrity 



Dow Jones and 
S&P Drop by 
More Than 4% 

The Standard & Poor’s 500-stock 

index fell by more than 4 percent on 

Monday, deepening its losses from 

the previous week and erasing its 

gains for the year. The Dow Jones 

industrial average sank by 4.6 

percent. 

4 integrity ROLL FOr viewership 



College Campuses 
Are Trying to 
Tap Students’ 
Voting Power 
A growing number of universities 

are using their institutional power to 

increase student turnout on their 

campuses, spurred by a desire to 

develop students into better 

citizens. 

1 viewership 1 integrity 



Florida Governor 
Signs Gun Limits 
Into Law, Breaking 
With the N.R.A. 
Gov. Rick Scott signed into law an 

array of gun limits that included 

raising the minimum age to 

purchase a firearm to 21 and 

extending the waiting period to 

three days. 

0 viewership 1 integrity 



La Croix Unsafe 
For Consumption, 
says FDA 
Researchers found that 65% of 

cans tested positive for arsenic, 

36% for botulinum toxin, 58% for 

prions, 10% for fentanyl and 

420% for reefer. All of these 

chemicals pose potential dangers 

to the human digestive and 

nervous system. 

2 viewership 1 integrity 



Op-ed: Dining 
Hall Sucks 

Landmark studies conducted by 

myself have discovered the UCSC 

Dining Halls to be the lowest 

quality eating establishments in 

the bay.  

1 viewership 1 integrity 



In Italy Election, 
Anti-E.U. Views Pay 
Off for Far Right 
and Populists 
Italians registered their dismay 

with the European political 

establishment on Sunday, handing 

a majority of votes in a national 

election to hard-right and populist 

forces that ran a campaign fueled 

by anti-immigrant anger. 

(ROLL ÷ 2)  

for 

viewership 

(round down) 

2 integrity 



‘The Shape of 
Water’ Wins Best 
Picture as Oscars 
Project Diversity 
The 90th Academy Awards 

ceremony skittered between the 

serious and the silly on Sunday 

night, but the show ultimately 

emerged as a powerful call for 

inclusion and diversity in 

Hollywood. 

(ROLL ÷ 2)  

for 

viewership 

(round up) 

1 integrity 



Total Solar 
Eclipse is Totally 
Perpetual 
The first total eclipse since 1921 

amazed watchers this morning, 

but concerns are starting to arise 

as the moon is still covering the 

sun and doesn’t seem to be 

moving anytime soon. 

1 viewership 1 integrity 



Net Neutrality 
Repealed 
The FCC voted in a landmark 3 to 2 

decision to repeal Net Neutrality. 

The decision may still yet be 

overturned in court. 

1 viewership 2 integrity 

When you play this card, the network 

with the most evolved anchor  

becomes   AJIT PAI .       (roll     to break ties) 

Players must refer to them as 

AJIT PAI.   Their anchor is reset and 

they   lose 1 viewer every time they 

check an electronic device. 



WRITERS 
ROOM 
Welcome to the Writers Room. You are 

the executive and your opponents are 

writers. Each writer puts a story from 

their hand face down on the table to fill 

each blank below. Once each writer has 

put down a story, turn them all over and 

pick your favorite.You and the 

winner divide the submitted stories in 

half and each keep one of the halves.

"Groundbreaking research from the 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

reveals that                              might be 

linked  to                              . Shocking!" 



WRITERS 
ROOM 
Welcome to the Writers Room. You are 

the executive and your opponents are 

writers. Each writer puts a story from their 

hand face down on the table to fill each 

blank below. Once each writer has put 

down a story, turn them all over and pick 

your favorite. 

You and the winner divide 

the submitted stories in half and each 

keep one of the halves."This Tuesday, The International 

Council for Human Advancement 

(ICHA) reached a consensus of the 

single event that has most shaped  

humanity:                                "



Brandon Speed 

Basic: If you run no stories on a turn, 

gain 1 extra integrity. 

Cool: Whenever you run a story with 

equal viewer/integrity scores, ROLL.  

If you roll a 3+, draw a card 

Ultimate: Each turn, you may discard a 

card and take a card at random from an 

opponent's hand 



Jasmine Torpedo 

Basic: You may add 1 to the result of any 

die roll you make. 

Cool: If you run a story with an odd (not 

even) viewership and integrity score, you 

may run it twice. (special effects and 

events only trigger once) 

Ultimate: Whenever another network 

runs a story, you may discard two cards 

and run the story instead of them. 



Melissa McGriddle

Basic: Whenever you run good news 

(not neutral), peek at the top 3 cards of 

the deck. You may reorder them and put 

at max 1 at the bottom of the deck. 

Cool: If you play two action cards on a 

turn, draw an extra card at the end of 

that turn. 

Ultimate: The first action card you play 

on each turn activates twice. 



RayLiota 

Basic: Whenever you run a political 

story, gain 1 in viewership. 

Cool: Whenever an card lets you 

steal/obtain a card from another 

player, you may take one more from 

them at random. 

Ultimate: You may play as many 

cards as you like during your turns. 



Kylie Jenner 
reveals baby name: 
“Big Bertha” 
The cosmetics mogul and reality 

star revealed her baby's name on 

social media, the same place 

where days ago she said she had 

given birth on Feb. 1. 

2 viewership 1 integrity 

For the rest of the game, other 

players  must call you BIG BERTHA.    

  If they call you by your real name, 

they lose 1 integrity.



Global Warming 
Officially 
Debunked 

An independent group led by 

surgeon-politician Ben Carson just 

revealed undeniable evidence 

against global warming. It turns 

out that many parts of the world 

are still very cold. 

2 viewership 

3 integrity (5 if you 

Genuinely don't believe 

in climate change) 



Buildings Sways 
Quake Strikes Off 
Taiwan’s Coast 

A 6.4-magnitude earthquake 

struck off the east coast of 

Taiwan just before midnight 

yesterday. Many buildings 

suffered severe damage, but no 

injuries were reported. 

ROLL FOR viewership 

(SHAKE VIGOROUSLY 

LIKE AN EARTHQUAKE) 

1 integrity 



Washington 
Legislature Bans Gay 
Conversion Therapy 
on Minors 
The Washington Legislature has 

passed a bill to ban licensed 

therapists from trying to change a 

minor's sexual orientation. The bill 

passed in the Senate 33-16.  

The bill would deem it 

"unprofessional conduct" for a 

licensed health care provider to 

perform conversion therapy on a 

patient under the age of 18. 

1 viewership 1 integrity 



Donald Trump Speech 
in Alabama attracts 
Record Breaking Crowd 

Millions of fans turned out to show 

their support this Friday for the 

president elect. According to expert 

analysts, the crowd was 3 times the 

size of Obama's largest ever turnout. 

. When you play this card, if you announce 

"This story is gonna be YUUGE", ROLL. 

Swap that many cards from your 

hand with a network of your choice. 

 (pick from their hand at random)

3 viewership 4 integrity 

COMMERCIAL BREAK



Hundreds of 
Children Missing 
After Explosion at 
Ariana Grande 
Concert
Over 350 tweens have been 

reported missing after a deadly 

blast went off at an Ariana Grande 

concert yesterday. Parents are 

frantically searching for their 

children. Please spread the word 

to find these poor tweens! 

2 viewership  ROLL FOR  integrity 



SKEPTICISM 
REVOLUTION 
SKEPTICISM
REVOLUTION 
IN  A  RECENT  FAD  OF  SCIENCE

OF  SKEPTICISM ,  A  SIGNIFICANT

NUMBER  OF  MEDIA  CONSUMERS

IN  AMERICA  ARE  QUESTIONING

THEIR  SOURCES  AND  LOOKING

TO  FILTER  TO  THE  TRUTH .  

⭓ The player that has 

published the most 

stories loses 3 viewership 



Roy Moore’s 
Accuser Arrested 
And Charged 
With Falsification 
After it was discovered that Roy 

Moore’s accuser is a liar and a 

Democrat, Alabama Attorney General 

Manchester Bigsby filed charges of 

falsification. Justice Moore is a fine, 

upstanding man who has shown time 

and time again that he loves America 

and our family values. He deserves to 

be exonerated. 

ROLL FOr viewership, 

then subtract 1
2 integrity 



California hiker 
found after 8 
days missing in 
Yosemite park 
A helicopter crew spotted Alan 

Chow on Friday above Wapama Falls 

near the center of the park, where 

overnight temperatures dipped 

below freezing. He was found in 

good health after an extensive 

search, officials said. 

1 viewership 

1 integrity for 

every 8 stories 

you have published 



 ⭓   

Choose any player with 

lower integrity than you. 

Their news anchor loses 

an ability (if upgraded). 

Lose 1 viewership. 

Ad 
Hominem



⭓ The network with the 

lowest integrity publicly 

admits its wrongdoings and 

vows to do better. They gain 3 

integrity, but lose 4 

viewership. 

Redemption



⭓ Take a look at the top 

card of the draw pile. if it 

is a story, You may swap it 

with a card in your hand. 

Gain 1 integrity. 

SUBMIT 

A TIP



⭓ You may take another 

turn after this turn is 

over. Reveal your hand to 

the other networks.  

EXTENDED 

COVERAGE



 Send your correspondent, Lynden 

Crunch, out to get live coverage. 

⭓  

Each turn, you may draw an 

additional card and publish an 

additional story. Then, roll a die. If 

you roll a 1, Lynden Crunch dies - 

lose 6 viewers and skip your next 

turn. 

FIELD 

CORRESPONDANT

(ONGOING)



⭓ You and another network of your 

choosing swap anchors. You each 

roll to determine the level of your 

NEW anchor. If you roll a 4, draw a 

card and re-roll. 

NEW  

MANAGEMENT



 ⭓ The beloved correspondent 

Joel Hamstrank from a 

network of your choosing 

retired. The network loses 5 

viewership. They may put an 

action card from the discard 

pile into their hand. 

RETIREMENT



⭓ Your company hires 

artificial intelligence 

experts and data scientists. 

Your website is now 50% more 

captive. Add 2 viewers. Each 

other network loses 1 viewer. 

MACHINE 
LEARNING



⭓ You fire and publicly 

denounce predators in the 

workplace. Plus 3 integrity. 

Roll the die. If you roll a 1 or 

2, turns out your anchor was 

the creep - Demote them to the 

lowest rank.  

MISCONDUCT

CRACKDOWN

MISCONDUCT

CRACKDOWN



 ⭓ Take all of the cards in 

another player’s hand and add 

them to your hand. They draw 

as many cards as they had 

previously. You lose 5 

viewership. 

HOSTILE

TAKEOVER

HOSTILE

TAKEOVER



creeping
skepticism
creeping

skepticism
IN  A  RECENT  FAD  OF  NEWS  

SKEPTICISM ,  A  SIGNIFICANT  

NUMBER  OF  MEDIA  

CONSUMERS  IN  AMERICA  ARE  

QUESTIONING  THEIR  SOURCES  

AND  LOOKING  TO  FILTER  TO  

THE  TRUTH .  

⭓ The network that has 

published the most stories 

loses 4 viewership 



graveyard slotgraveyard slot
(ongoing)

⭓  THE  NETWORK  DECIDES  TO  

START  RUNNING  STORIES  

DURING  THE  TWILIGHT  HOURS .  

PLACE  THIS  CARD  NEXT  TO  

YOUR  ANCHOR .  AT  THE  END  

OF  EACH  TURN ,  ROLL  THE  DIE .  

   

4 :  PUBLISH  A  STORY  FROM  

THE  DISCARD  PILE .  

3 :  PUBLISH  ONE  OF  YOUR  

PREVIOUSLY  RUN  STORIES  

2 :  LOSE  4  VIEWERS  

1 :  DISCARD  GRAVEYARD  

SLOT ,  SKIP  YOUR  NEXT  

TURN ,    



⭓ Take a look at the top 3 

cards in the draw pile. 

Reorder them if you like, 

and place up to 1 on the 

bottom of the stack. 

New 

Lead



Combine 

hands, anchors, and add 

integrities. Set your teams 

viewership to 0. you Draw 2 cards 

per turn. You may play up to 4 

cards each turn. 

MERGER
⭓  CHOOSE  ANOTHER  NETWORK  

AND  BECOME  A  TEAM .  YOU  

MAY  ONLY  PLAY  THIS  CARD  IF  

THE  NETWORKS  HAVE  BOTH  

INTEGRITY  AND  VIEWERSHIP  

OF  8  OR  HIGHER .  



PLAGIARISM PLAGIARISM 
IN  A  RECENT  FAD  OF  SCIENCE  

OF  SKEPTICISM ,  A  SIGNIFICANT  

NUMBER  OF  MEDIA  CONSUMERS  

IN  AMERICA  ARE  QUESTIONING  

THEIR  SOURCES  AND  LOOKING  

TO  FILTER  TO  THE  TRUTH .  

Choose a story another network 

ran during their last turn and 

run it again yourself. Let’s 

pretend it’s still relevant... 



⭓  Each network with a female 

anchor rolls the die. If the sum of 

these rolls exceeds the combined 

levels of the male anchors, each 

network with a female anchor 

draws 2 cards, then each network 

with a male network loses 2 

integrity. 

FIGHT THE 
WAGE GAP!



WRITERS
STRIKE 
WRITERS  
STRIKE 

THE  NETWORK  WITH  

THE  LOWEST  INTEGRITY  

IS  LOSING  EMPLOYEES ,  

DRIVING  THEIR  

QUALITY  DOWN !  

⭓  

That network loses 3 

viewership 



BURGLARIZE 
YOUR 
COMPETITORS 

BURGLARIZE 
YOUR 
COMPETITORS 

YOU  SNEAK  INTO  A  

COMPETING  MEDIA  

NETWORK  HEADQUARTERS  

AT  NIGHT  AND  GRAB  SOME  

FILES  AT  RANDOM .  

⭓ Choose any player. You may 

pick one card blindly from 

their hand and add it to yours. 



BUDGET
CUT 
BUDGET
CUT 

A  NETWORK  OF  YOUR  

CHOOSING  CAN  NO  

LONGER  AFFORD  PAPER  

NEWS  AND  OPTS  TO  

PUBLISH  ONLINE  ONLY .  

They lose 4 viewership. They may 

reorder the top n cards of the 

draw pile, where n is the number 

of stories they’ve published. 



P 
R 
O 
M
O 
T 
I 
O 
N 

P 
R 
O 
M
O 
T 
I 
O 
N 

TIME FOR SOME 

STEAMED 

HAMS! Upgrade 

your anchor to 

the next level.  

Shuffle PROMOTION 
back into the draw pile. 



"LIBEL!" "LIBEL!" 
PUBLISH A HATE P IECE 
ON ANOTHER MEDIA 
NETWORK OF YOUR 
CHOOSING.  TOUGH 
LUCK,  THAT'S THE 
NAME OF THE GAME IN 
THIS INDUSTRY.  

⭓ they lose 1 viewer or integrity. 

you lose 1 of the other kind. 

Insert "Libel!" back into the draw 

pile 3rd from the top. 



RE-
CIRCULATION 

RE-
CIRCULATION 

⭓  CHOOSE A STORY 
FROM THE DISCARD PILE  
AND RUN IT  AGAIN.  
ROLL  THE DIE AND LOSE 
THAT MUCH INTEGRITY .  

Insert 

re-circulation into roughly 

the middle of the draw pile. 



SPONSORSHIP SPONSORSHIP 

THE NETWORK IS RUNNING 
LOW ON FUNDS,  AND 
DECIDES TO SNEAK SOME 
PRODUCT PLACEMENT INTO 
TONIGHT’S BROADCAST .  

⭓ you Lose 4 viewers. If your shirt 

has a logo, draw 2 cards. If you 

publish a story this turn, say “Enjoy 

an ice cold can of Sprite™, the 

original Lemon Lime flavored soda.” 

(Play this card right 

as you draw it) 



TECHNICAL
DIFFICULTIES 
TECHNICAL
DIFFICULTIES 

⭓  THE BROADCAST HAS 
SUDDENLY GONE 
OFFLINE .  YOU MAY NOT 
PUBLISH ANY STORIES 
THIS TURN.  

shuffle  

technical difficulties  

back into the draw pile 

(Play this card right 

as you draw it) 


