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TRAFFIC SAFETY FACTS
Aging Road Users

—Katherine L. Chen, Bor-Wen Tsai, Garrett Fortin, and Jill F. Cooper—

INTRODUCTION

The older adult population in the United States aged 65 and older is expected to almost double between
2016 and 2060, from 49 million to 95 million. In 2018, there were 6,907 people aged 65 or older killed in
a traffic crash in the United States; this accounted for 18.9 percent of all traffic fatalities. To provide context,
the overall population aged 65 or older accounted for 14.9 percent of people in the United States and 19.4
percent of all licensed drivers in 2017. California has the largest number of licensed drivers aged 65 or older
in the nation with 4,251,349, or 15.9 percent of all licensed drivers in the state. However, as drivers age,
physical and mental changes including reduced visual acuity, increased fragility, restricted movement, and
cognitive impairment can directly and indirectly result in age-related driving impairments.

Analyses presented in this section include fatal and serious injuries to drivers, passengers, bicyclists,
pedestrians, and other non-motor vehicle occupants aged 65 or older.

CALIFORNIA FACTS

Aging Road User Fatality Trends, Nationwide and

National data shows thatin 2018, 6,907 adults California, 2014-2018

age 65 and older were killed in motor vehicle
crashes.

In 2018, drivers aged 65 and older had a lower
involvement rate in fatal crashes (12.0 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers aged 16-
64 (18.2 per 100,000 licensed drivers).

In 2018, fewer drivers 65 and older involved in
fatal crashes had blood alcohol concentrations
(BAC) of .08 or more, relative to drivers under
65. Of drivers 65 and older who were involved in
fatal crashes in 2018, 8.9 percent were alcohol-

impaired. Source: FARS 2014-2017, FARS ARF 2018

In 2018, 56.4 percent of the traffic fatalities

involving passenger vehicle drivers aged 65 Top Five Primary Crash Factors for Aging Road
and older were the older drivers themselves. User Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes,

In 2018, drivers age 65 and older had a lower California, 2018

involvement rate in fatal crashes (16.2 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers age 16-64
(23.2 per 100,000 licensed drivers).

In 2018, there were 606 people aged 65 and
older killed in traffic crashes in California, which
is a 4.9 percent decrease from 637 in 2017.

Pedestrian fatalities aged 65 and older
decreased 11.2 percent, from 224 in 2017 to 199
in 2018.

Pedestrian fatalities aged 65 and older
decreased by 18.8 percent, from 239 in 2016 to Source: Provisional SWITRS 2018
194 in 2017.
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(continued)

In 2017, drivers aged 65 and older had a lower
involvement rate in fatal crashes (11.9 per
100,000 licensed drivers) than drivers aged 16-
64 (19.4 per 100,000 licensed drivers).

Primary Crash Factors of Aging Road Users Fatal

and Serious Injury Crashes
The two top Primary crash factors (PCF) were
improper turning at 17.7 percent, and unsafe
speed at 15.9 percent. Automobile right of way,
pedestrian violation and pedestrian right of
way were the next three most common PCFs
between 12.2 and 10.0 percent.

Crash Types for Aging Road Users Fatal and Serious
Injury
One-fourth (25.7 percent) of aging fatal and
serious injury crashes were vehicle-pedestrian
involvement followed by broadside crashes (20.1
percent).

Time and Day for Aging Road Users Fatal and
Serious Injuries
The time of day when the highest number of
aging road users fatal and serious injury crashes
occurred was between noon and 6pm on
weekdays (30.6 percent).
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