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THE NORTHERPN FRONTIER OF MESOAMERICA, A RPEGION OF EXPANSION AND CULTURAL
CONTACT, IS OFTEN PERCEIVED AS AN AREA OF CONSTANT CONFLICT AND VIOLENCE.

THIS PERCEPTION, INFLUENCED BY A ELUIROCENTRIC
PERSPECTIVE, TENDS TO EXAGGERATE VIOLENCE
AND CONFLICTS, APPLYING ELUROPEAN CRITERIA
AND EXPECTATIONS TO MESOAMERICAN SOCIETIES.
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@2 A TOWN FORSED BY THE SUN,
FIERCE WARRIORS AND WANDERING

MERCHANTS

PEOPLE WHO LIVED ON THE HEIGHTS e,
OF A HILL BETWEEN TWO RIVERS )

THEY WERE THE PEOPLE OF: “EL CERRO DE EN MEDIO”

8y MANUEL DUENAS GARCIA aNo LOS INDISPENSABLES
BOBCAT COMICS, LUC MERCED CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES, 2024



MODERN ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
CHALLENGES THESE SIMPLISTIC INTER-
PRETATIONS, UTILIZING ADVANCED 6EO-
SPATIAL TOOLS TO PREVEAL A MORE

NUANCED LINDERSTANDING OF DEFEN- [g
SIBILITY AND LIFE ON THE NORTHERN |&

FRONTIER.

- NN
2 F\‘ NN
7NN

AN

ASPECTS LIKE VISIBILITY, ELEVATION, AND ACCESSIBILITY,
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WE’'RE USINEG COMPUTER MODELS TO EXPLORE

AND HOW THEY INFLUENCE DEFENSES AND CONFLICT.
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WE BREAK DOWN BUILDINGS INTO FIVE MAIN TYPES:
CEREMONIAL, DWELLINGS, STORAGE, SURVEILLANCE
SPOTS, AND DEFENSIVE WALLS.




VISIBILITY IS CRUCIAL FOR PROVIDINEG
EARPLY WARNINES.

BEINE HIGHER UP GIVES
DEFENDERS AN EDEGE, LETTING
THEM CONTROL THE LAND FROM
A BETTER POSITION.

ACCESSIBILITY LOOKS AT
HOW HARD OR EASY IT IS TO
GET TO A PLACE, WHICH IS
KEY FOR FIGURING OUT HOW
EASY IT WOLLD BE

TO ATTACK.
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SURPRISINELY, EVEN THOUGH VISIBILITY IS USUALLY SUPER IMPORTANT,
IT DIDN’T SHOW MUCH DEFENSIVE ADVANTAGE HERE--NONE OF THE
SURROLINDING AREAS ARE RPEALLY UNDER VISUAL CONTROL.
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THE SITE FEATURES grpucn{gﬁ@aarwé POPLLATION
PERMANENCE. PERMANENT DWELLINES AND GRAIN SILOS
SUEGEEST THAT INHABITANTS PESIDED THERE FOR
[ EXTENDED PERIODS.




MODERN RESEARCH REVEALS A MORE COMPLEX REALITY OF THE NORTHERN FRONTIER,
CHALLENGING THE OVERSIMPLIFIED VIEW OF CONSTANT CONFLICT.
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CERRO DE EN MEDPIO PEPRESENTS A LINIQLIE BLEND--NEITHER A FORTRESS NOR AN
OPEN VILLAGE. WHILEQUISIBILITY IS WEAK, STRONG ACCESSIBILITY AND EVIDENCE OF
DAILY ACTIVITIES SUGEGEST ABALANCER APPROACH TO-DEFENSE ANLC. COMMLNITY LIFE.
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r THE NORTHERN FRONTIER WAS NOT JUST A BATTLE-
= GROLUND BUT A VIBRANT REGION WHERE PEOPLE LIVED,
ADAPTED, AND THRIVED DESPITE CHALLENGES.

THESE INSIGHTS INSPIRE LIS TO APPRECIATE THE TRLIE
COMPLEXITY AND ADAPTABILITY OF MESOAMERICAN
SOCIETIES, URGINEG A REEVALUATION

OF OUPR HISTORICAL NARRATIVES.






