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Clarinet I & II
Oboe
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Violin I & II
Vibraphone

Piano

Duration: 207



Performance Note

The pitch-content of Punctuated Equilibrium is derived
from a random sequence of numbers, which conform to a normal
curve, or Gaussian distribution. This number series unfolds
through a process, which I term rotation canon. By this I
mean that the items in the series, at a given durational
value, proceed in order, but at each new segmented iteration
of the line, the first item is omitted and a new, subsequent
item in the series is included at the end. This may be
represented as proceeding thus: 01234567, 12345678, 23456789,
etc. This line, unfolding, as it were, as 1if staggering,
frame by frame, is then treated in canon at the unison across
the ten contrapuntal voices, with the exception of the higher
line in the piano at the octave. In this way, randomness,
albeit subject to a statistically determined, literally
normalized, distribution, is transformed Dby a highly
regulated, coherent, and relatively simple system. However,
a number of disruptions intervene, reflective of the notion
of punctuated equilibrium, a term borrowed from evolutionary
biology. These distort the otherwise straightforward formal
structure, by way of rhythmic variations, diminutions,
registral shifts, enharmonic spellings, etc., which cause
this striated structure to shift, slip, compress, and then,

again, at times, seemingly revert to stasis.

The score appears here in C.
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