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Star-Crossed Signals
for string quartet

Music by Julia Adolphe

This work was commissioned by the Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts for A
String Quartet Library for the 21" Century. The World Premiere was given by the
Verona Quartet at Caramoor, Katonah, NY on June 21, 2018

Star-Crossed Signals (2018) — c. 15 minutes

I. Delta Xray — c. 8 minutes
I1. Kilo Kilo — c. 7 minutes

Program Note —

Star-Crossed Signals imagines stabs at communication between two bodies, two
vessels separated by an expansive landscape. The movement titles are derived from
nautical signal flags used by ships at sea. Delta signifies “Keep clear of me. I am
moving with difficulty” and Xray translates to “Stop carrying out your intentions and
watch for my signals.” Thwarted attempts to communicate, warn, and assert power
sound throughout all four voices in the string quartet’s first movement as the
individual instruments strive for dominance. The first violin’s initially stifled voice
slowly rises to the surface, freely clashing with the turbulent atmosphere swarming
its music. The dissonance reaches a peak and then dissipates, leaving the first violin to
linger and return to its opening material. The second movement uses the maritime
signal Kilo, meaning: “I wish to communicate with you.” The repetition of the

word Kilo evokes both a longing for connection as well as the echoing nature of the
music. In this movement, the strings gently reach for one another, enveloping and
folding each line in a kind of dance. The imagery of navy signal flags stems from my
childhood; my father used them in his early paintings. I was always struck by the idea
of ships at sea attempting to reach one another through brightly colored coded
patterns. It is a wonderful metaphor for human interaction.

World Premiere —

The Verona Quartet
The Venetian Theater, Caramoor, Katonah, NY
June 21, 2018

WWW. IuliaAdolphe.com




for the Verona Quartet

Star-Crossed Signals

Julia Adolphe
I. Delta Xray
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slow motion bow

gritty sound
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bow bridge at 45 degree angle
no pitch, white noise only

N.B.the bow is stuttering on the string;

alternate between stutters and silence at your own pace
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