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LORENZO GIOCO

PENTA RHEI

Per Organo e Orchestra





The piece analyses in five different momentos some typical organ techniques linking them to the five elements of
the Greek gnosiology.
In the first section (Fire, the dynamism) it’s  developed the fast triads staccato,  which has a bright  aspect, in
dialogue with the orchestra. The idea of the fire is represented by the incessant becoming of the musical speech
and by the considerable energy of this part. 
The second section (Air, the evanescence) develops the fade-in of the swell organ, obtained by open the box of the
III manual. The concept is passed to the orchestra by the use of the crescendo and sforzato that, in some way,
imitate it and bring it in a more energetic dimension. This idea had just been used and developed in the first
section. The concept of  air is evoked by the delicate  sound of the Voce Celeste and by the tromolos of  the
woodwinds.
The short cadenza (Ether, the origin of the world) proposes again the main organ techniques just used, played by
the main instrument.
The fourth (Water, the transparency) highlights the clear sonorities of the mutation stops (in dialogue with the
same limpid sound of the harmonics of the strings) to suggest the sound of the flowing water.
The fifth (Earth, the gravity) uses the fast triads staccato again: this element is now conversing with the main
theme which becomes the subject of a fugato episode. The very idea of the fugue embraces the organ context that,
since ancient time, was used in several organ compositions. Along with the subject we have a chromatic element
played by the orchestra that opens to a cluster; this, as well as the others, is linked to the organ, instrument in
which it is particularly efficient. Besides, the constant return to very low sonorities and the use of the clusters
evoke the idea of deep and density.



ORCHESTRA

3 Flauti (III doppia Ottavino)
2 Oboi
3 Clarinetti in Sib (III doppia Clarinetto Basso)
2 Fagotti

4 Corni
4 Trombe
3 Tromboni tenori (III con la ritorta)
Tuba

Percussioni (3 esecutori): Timpani, Vibrafono, Xilofono, Crotali, Gran cassa, 
4 Tom-toms, Bongo, Tamburo militare, 5 Temple blocks, 
Frusta, Piatto, Tam-tam, Triagolo, Raganella

Arpa
Pianoforte
Celesta

Organo*

16 Violini I
14 Violini II
12 Viole
10 Violoncelli
8 Contrabbassi (almeno 3 con V corda)



For the orchestra

They indicate the lower or higher pitch of the instrument, undetermined.

It indicates that the notes under the black line mustn't be released until the the
end of the line itself.

It indicates a chromatic cluster that has to expand from a single note to the interval written.

It indicates the use of the crescendo of the swell; 
teh + means box closed, O means box opend,

O+ indicates that the box has to open and suddelny close like a 

It indicates the momentary addition of the stop written above the rhomboid chords:
this chords have not to be articulated, but the point out the sound result.

For the organ

NOTES ON PERFORMANCE

For the woodwinds and the brass it indicated when they have to breath in  the long notes,
the attack of the sound after the breath mustn't be accentuated.
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