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AMERICAN HOUSING POLICY: 
Past, Present, and Future 

Catherine Bauer Wurster lecture, Apri l 1 993 

Introd uction: john D.  landis 

The 1 992 e lection of Pres ident B i l l  C l i nton rescued hous i ng, cit ies, 
and the Department of Hous ing and U rban Development (H U D) from 
the obscurity to wh ich they had been re legated by the Reagan and 
B ush adm in istrat ions.  How m uch the C l i nton Adm in i strat ion does for 
cit ies and hous ing-that is, what leve l of resources w i l l  u lt i mately be 
d i rected to cit ies and housi ng-remains to be seen .  For the moment, 
however, there is l i tt le doubt that the problems of u rban America i n  
genera l ,  a n d  o f  hous ing i n  part icu lar, are back on the nat ional agenda: 

H i story teaches that new pres idents and new adm in i strat ions often 
take new approaches to hous ing po l i cy. What d i rect ions should the 
C l i nton Adm in i strat ion take? Should it break complete ly w ith past 
hous ing po l icies and programs, and consider fundamenta l ly new ap­
proaches-perhaps those pioneered at the loca l level in p laces l i ke 
Boston and San Francisco? Or should it cont inue and expand the pro­
grams and institutions that have successfu l ly  weathered the ind i ffer­
ence of the l ast twelve years? Where those programs and pol icies have 
been successfu l ,  should the Adm in i strat ion bu i ld  on them ? 

The 1 993 Cather ine Bauer Wurster Lecture provided a forum on the 
future of national hous ing pol icy. It brought together th ree d i sti n­
gu ished experts on hous ing po l i cy, each from d i fferent parts of the po­
l i t ical spectrum .  Speak ing from the left was Peter Dreier, the E .P .  Clapp 
Professor of Pol it ical Science at Occidenta l Col lege . The m iddle 
speaker-taking the m iddle posit ion-was Professor Marc Weiss, Di­
rector of the Rea l Estate Program at Columbia  U n ivers i ty. ( In  J une 
1 993, Weiss was named Specia l  Ass i stant to H U D  Secretary Henry 
Cisneros.) The f ina l  speaker was Professor Peter Sa l i ns of H unter Col­
lege i n  New York. 

The Catheri ne Bauer Wurster Lecture i s  an annua l  lecture i n  the Col­
lege of Environmenta l Design address ing important i ssues related to 
hous ing and commun ity development. Catherine Bauer Wurster, of 
course, was one of the founders of the Col l ege of Env ironmental De­
s ign.  The th ree presentat ions were transcribed from tape, and then ed­
ited for i nc lus ion in the Berkeley Planning Journal. 
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