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Program Note

This work was crafted as a vessel of transportation to the north of Michigan near Douglas Lake, where
in the night of a snowy November, the sound of water gently colliding with frozen waves on the shore,
and the night sky becomes the stage for Saturn to shimmer on a clear night with little light pollution
from any human source. This place is a scared one, to the land, and to those who observe, protect, and
study it. The stark quietude is interrupted, however, by a gaggle of ecologists on a sledding adventure
under the blanket of sky and above a blanket of snow.

The sound of the first movement is not only inspired by the sounds of this iced top lake, but by bagpipes,
how they articulate, creating a never-ending breath of sound, that flickers. The second movement’s fast
and whimsical sledding journey takes inspiration from the specific sound and style of the commissioner
Lisa Keeney’s enthusiastic approach to the instrument and her brilliant rhythmic bounce. Being the
third piece of music I've written for Lisa, I was excited to highlight her virtuosity.
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Tenor Saxboi

Part 1: Half Frozen Lake Tides &
Old, Reunited Hands.
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Part 2

Sledding under Orion and Saturn
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Above us, stars. J=128
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