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Five lllusions for Orchestra
for Giuliana, with all my love

1. Maze

2. Lake

3. Towers
4. Nocturne
5. Puzzle

Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes (1 doubling piccolo)
Alto Flute (doubling Flute)

2 Oboes

Cor Anglais

2 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

Contra Bassoon

4 Horns

3 Trumpets in C (1 doubling Piccolo Trumpet)
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani (standard set of four instruments)

2 Percussion - Xylophone, Vibraphone (also with bow), Whip,

5 Timbales, Bass Drum, 3 Gongs (medium, medium-large, large),
Tam-Tam (medium-large/large)

Harp

Celeste

Violins 1
Violins 2
Violas
Cellos
Basses

Duration: circa 17 mins

Scorein C

Programme Note:

The birth of this score has taken about thirty years. The first four pieces in this set are a reworking of pieces for piano
duo that | completed in the early 1980s. However, | always wanted to create orchestral version of these pieces, feeling
their range of colours ideally suited to such large forces. The reworking became, in part, compositional too, and a final
movement, creating an arch shape design felt right. | knew that this work should begin high and relentlessly tumble to
the depths. The creation of this piece happened so easily and became a total pleasure. The titles of the five
movements are suggestions only, aimed at focusing thoughts, just as Debussy’s titles for his piano preludes do.
However, the overall title ‘lllusions’ was easy to reach. These are illusions in every sense — surreal and dreamlike
images that | enjoy inhabiting. They subsequently became the foundation of a larger scale work, a surreal and darker
operatic setting of ‘La Belle et la Béte’. ‘Five lllusions’ is dedicated to my wife, Giuliana, who inspired me to create
these orchestral pieces.

© Paul Max Edlin 2014






Five Illusions for Orchestra

for Giuliana, with all my love

Paul Max Edlin
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Molto marcato, detache e deciso!
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