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Inverse Hypercorrection of Metacognitive Errors

Paulina Silva
University of California, Irvine, Irvine, California, United States

Mimi Liljeholm
University of California, Irvine, Irvine, California, United States

Abstract

We investigated whether metacognitive errors (e.g., over- and under-confidence) were subject to a hypercorrection effect
- an asymmetric adjustment for high- vs. low-confidence errors — analogous to that which has been demonstrated with
performance errors. In a cue-outcome prediction task, on each trial, participants indicated which word would follow a
particular image, and rated how confident they were in their answer. Consistent with the conventional hypercorrection
effect in performance accuracy, there was an asymmetry in the adjustment of confidence ratings that did not match
performance. However, contrary to previous reports of performance hypercorrection, metacognitive adjustment was
greater for under- than over-confident responses.
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