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Joungmin LEE 

Sanctuary Tree 
(2019) 

 

for Orchestra 
Full Score 

 



Program Note 
 
I composed Sanctuary Tree in an attempt to give expression to a series of extreme feelings of tension, agony, 
sadness and despair—above all, it was about the time when I came to know about my vulnerability before 
God. One day I saw a strange tree—short and bleached, with a big trunk bare of bark. New shoots still sprouted 
from the top of the tree. It was shrouded in the depths of a large meadow and still oozed a kind of sacredness. It 
could have been just another wilting tree, but, in my eyes, it was different. The aura I felt from the tree gave me 
a sense of calm, almost a religious experience. My emotions, tensions, emptiness and fears are embodied 
in Sanctuary Tree, as is my hope that a new shoot can sprout from a dying tree. 

 
 

Instrumentation 
 
                                         Woodwind                                       Brass 
 
                                         2 Flute                                                         2 Horn in F                              
                                         2 Oboe                                                        2 Trumpet in Bb                              
                                         2 Clarinet in Bb                                          2 Trombone                      
                                         2 Bassoon                                                   1 Tuba 
                                       
                                         Percussion                                        Strings 
                                          
                                         Timpani                                                        Violin I                                        
                                         Snare Drum                                                 Violin II                          
                                         Cymbals                                                        Viola 
                                         Vibraphone                                                  Violoncello 
                                         Sandpaper Blocks                                       Contrabass 
                                         Rain Stick 
                                         Wine Glass Bottle 
                                         Wind Gong (30” or bigger) 
                                         Wind Machine 
 
 
 
 

Duration ca. 12 minutes 
 

In C score 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Notation 
 
 

Woodwind 
 

1. Flute 
 
1) Air sounds inside flute 
: Untouched or white noise by moving your tongue from the position of vowel ‘E’ to ‘O’ 
 
2) Air pressure by untouched mouthpiece 
: Untouched or white noise sound 
 
3) Residual tones 
: A deliberate un-focusing of the sound. It can be compared to a hissing sound 
 
4) Whisper tone 
: Very faint whistle sounds that are made by blowing VERY gently into the embouchure hole, with the flute in  
   normal playing position. 
 
2. Oboe 
 
1) Noisy Inhalation 
: Loud sucking sounds that are achieved by inhaling through the reed with slight lip pressure 
 
2) Rolling Tone 
: Produced by using extreme lip pressure to make a beating or rolling quality. It is easiest to produce a rolling    
  tone by increasing the lip pressure after the note has begun. 
 
3. Clarinet 
 
1) Air across barrel 
: This effect is produced by holding the edge of the barrel, attached to the instrument, just beneath the lower  
   lip, and blowing across the opening as if it were a flute. 
 
2) Lip buzzing 
: This effect uses the instrument with the mouthpiece detached and is played by buzzing into the barrel as is  
   normal for brass instruments. 
 
4. Bassoon 
 
1) Air noise 
: Created by a lot of air noise on the reed. In order to produce such a sound, it is necessary to pronounce the 
consonant “F” in the direction of the reed, which will be placed approximately 1 cm from the lips. 
 
2) Helicopter tonguing 
: Tonguing sounds like helicopter 



 
All String 
 
1) Sul Tasto (s.t) 
: With the bow kept over the fingerboard so as to produce a soft thin tone  
 
2) Sul Ponticello (s.p) 
: With the bow kept near the bridge so as to bring out the higher harmonics and thereby produce a nasal tone 
 
3) Alto Sul Ponticello (a.s.p) 
: Playing extremely close to or on top of the bridge. 
 
4) Ordinary(ord.) 
: Normal position 
 
5) Z 
: Bowing with pressure changes zigzag  
 
6) Noise 
: Extremely loud sound 
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