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UC Berkeley Women Members of the American Philosophical Society
The American Philosophical Society was founded in 1743 by Benjamin Franklin and other leading thinkers of the colonial era as an 
independent scholarly organization dedicated to promoting useful knowledge in the sciences, humanities, and public affairs. As the 
oldest learned society in the United States, the Society brings together distinguished scholars, scientists, and public intellectuals to 
support research, preserve historical and scientific records, and encourage interdisciplinary dialogue on issues of national and global 
importance. Its programs, publications, and library collections contribute to the advancement of learning and to a deeper understanding 
of the cultural and intellectual heritage of the nation. Members are elected through a rigorous peer process in recognition of outstanding 
achievement and leadership in their respective fields.

The first woman elected to the Society was the Russian princess and intellectual Yekaterina Dashkova in 1789.
Name UCB Department UCB Start Year Election Year Member Type

Dr. Francesca Rochberg Near Eastern Studies 2007-2022 2008 Resident
Dr. Susan Solomon (Alumnai) Chemistry 1977-1981 2008 Resident
Dr. Hopi E. Hoekstra (Alumnai) Integrative Biology 1990-1994 2018 Resident
Ms. Janet Napolitano University of California - President 2013-2020 2018 Resident
Dr. Catherine Gallagher English Literature 1980-2012 2020 Resident
Dr. Arlie Russell Hochschild Sociology 1971 2021 Resident
Dr. Barbara V. Jacak Physics - Lawrence Berkeley National Lab. 2015 2021 Resident
Dr. Elizabeth F. Neufeld (Alumnai) Biochemistry 1956 1993 Resident
Dr. Carla J. Shatz Neurobiology 1992-2000 1997 Resident
Dr. Mary C. Waters (Alumnai) Sociology 1983 2005 Resident
Dr. Judith Butler Graduate School 1993 2007 Resident
Dr. Ruzena Bajcsy EECS 2001 2005 Resident

Dr. Mary Beard
Visiting Sather Professor of Classical 
Literature 2008-2009 2012 Resident

Dr. Svetlana Alpers History of Art 1962-1994 2011 Resident
Dr. Elizabeth Helen Blackburn Molecular Biology 1978-1990 2005 Resident
Dr. Teodolinda Barolini Italian 1978-1983 2002 Resident

Dr. Mina J. Bissell
Molecular Biology - Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory 1972 2007 Resident

Ms. Denise Scott Brown City and Regional Planning 1965 2006 Resident
Dr. Mary K. Gaillard Physics 1981 2000 Resident

Ms. Joan Didion (Alumnai) English Alumnai & Visiting Lecturer 1953-1956 / 1975 2006 Resident



Professor Herma Hill Kay Law - Professor & Dean 1960-2017 2000 Resident
Dr. Ruth Schwartz Cowan (Alumnai) History 1964 2014 Resident
Dr. Barbara J. Grosz Computer Science 1977 2003 Resident

Dr. Leslie Kurke
Ancient Greek & Roman Studies, 
Comparative Literature 1990 2010 Resident

Dr. Judith P. Klinman Chemistry, Molecular and Cell Biology 1978 2001 Resident
Dr. Anna Morpurgo Davies Classical Literature, Linguistics 2000 / 2006-2007 1991 Resident
Dr. Anne M. Treisman Psychology 1986-1994 2005 Resident
Dr. Angela N. H. Creager (Alumnai) Biochemistry 1991 2020 Resident
Vicki L. Chandler (Alumnai) Biochemistry 1974 2015 Resident
Dr. Carol Tecla Christ English / Chancellor 1970 2013 Resident

Dr. Inez Y. Fung
Earth & Planetary Science; Environmental 
Science, Policy & Management 1998 2014 Resident

Mary-Claire King (Alumnai) Genetics and Epidemiology 1966-1995 2012 Resident
Dr. Barbara J. Meyer Genetics 1990 2014 Resident
Dr. Margaret Mary Murnane (Alumnai) Physics 1989 2015 Resident
Dr. Mary Eleanor Power Integrative Biology 1987 2025 Resident
Carla Hesse History 1989- 2026 Resident
Dr. Carol W. Greider (Alumnai) Molecular Biology 1983 2016 Resident
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