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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF
THE JOURNAL

The first volume of the UCR Undergraduate Research Journal was published in the Spring of 2007. It
teatured 6 articles on topics ranging from the role of Christianity in state politics to the challenges of
imaging single-layer graphene. Since that first issue, the Journal has continued to highlight the research
endeavors of UCR undergraduate students from across the disciplines.

To celebrate the 20th volume of the UCR Undergraduate Research Journal, we attempted to contact all of
the students who published their work in the Journal or served on its Student Editorial Board over the
last 20 years. When we started this project, we expected only a few people would respond. Instead, we
received replies from almost 100 alumni from across the country and even from abroad. They were
delighted to hear the Journal was still going strong and excited to tell us about the paths their lives have
taken post-graduation. Many of them told us about how their experiences with the Jo#rnal helped shape
their academic and professional interests.

The following pages highlight our alumni, from our first issue through our most recent in 2025. Their
range of accomplishments are truly impressive and we hope they will inspire the next generation of
UCR undergraduate students.
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search Journal J gra earch Journal

UCRIVERSIDE CO T cRieRsioe

UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH JOURNAL

UCRIVERSIOE " )

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE | 110



UCR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
JOURNAL OVER THE YEARS

From the first volume in 2007 to over two hundred articles in print, the
UCR Undergraduate Research Journal has spent twenty years elevating
Student scholarship across every college.
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A journey through the years
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Brain Bites

The Journals student-led companion that translates cutting edge research into accessible stories for everyone.
Launched 2025.
https://live-ucr-engage.pantheonsite.io/journal/brainbites
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JOURNAL ALUMNI

CLASS OF 2007

Alumni Spotlight

PAUL JACQUES

B.A.Theater - 2007
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

pursue.”

Dr. Paul Jaques

Current Role:
Professor of Theater,
Crafton Hills College

Paul graduated in 2007 with a degree in theater after serving as one of the
founding student editors of the UCR Undergraduate Research Journal. Reflecting
on his time with the Journal, Paul remembers “enjoying the variety of research
coming in from all colleges within UCR.... The experience helped me to see how
interdisciplinary thinking was an option for the sort of research that I wanted to

Career Trajectory
Ph.D. in English

Claremont Graduate University

M.EA. in Writing for the Performing Arts: Playwriting and Screenwriting

University of California, Riverside

Volume 1, 2007
Student Editorial Board Updates

Gregory Goalwin, Editor-In-Chief
International Affairs -
Associate Professor of Sociology,
Aurora University (Illinois)

Michelle Brown, Assoc. Editor-In-Chief
Biological Sciences

District Manager, West Valley Mosquito and
Vector Control District

History

Martin Gawecki

Electrical Engineering
Comms Systems Engineer,
Northrop Grumman

Deep J. Shah
Electrical Engineering
Senior Principal System Engineer, Raytheon

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Natasha Harrell

Mathematics

Laura Hockaday

Bioengineering

Oliver Losoén, Secretary
Neuroscience

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Author Updates

Dortian Perkins

Computer Science

Staff Software Engineer, Uber

Daniel Polk

History

Research & Evaluation Associate,

Health Assessment and Research for Communities

Joan Zape

Biological Sciences

Medical Director, Jazz Pharmaceuticals
Authors: Full List

Alyssa Crom

Biological Sciences

Marc D. Kinon

Psychology

Sitara Wijeratne
Physics © Pure Mathematics
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2008

Alumni Spotlight

ALEXANDERS.CHEUNG

B.S. Bioengineering - 2009
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD 2008 - AUTHOR 2009

In Brief

Building on his training at UCR, Alexander has gone on to work on compelling
science with talented researchers. He credits the Journalwith introducing him to
the peer review process and teaching him how to communicate complex ideas
concisely, skills he still uses today. He offered this advice to our current students:
“Approach [peer review] with an open mind and leverage the feedback to
improve your work. Find research and a community that inspires and resonates
with you.”

Alexander S. Cheung Career Trajectory

Current Role: Ph.D. in Engineering

Biotech Innovator Hatvard University

and Researcher

Volume 2, 2008

Student Editorial Board Updates Author Updates
Gregory Goalwin, Editor-In-Chief Deep J. Shah

Associate Professor of Sociology,
Aurora University (Illinois)

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Micheal Bogseth

Lauren Cummings, Assoc. Editor-In-Chief

Sophia Fox

Rachel Meeker

Jeffrey Suhalim

Elizabeth Zielins

Senior Principal System Engineer, Raytheon

Ryan Urak
Biochemistry and Biology
Assistant Research Professor, City of Hope

Lindsay D. Yee

Environmental Engineering

Assistant Project Scientist, UC Berkeley
Authors: Full List

Sean Brady

Jisun Lee

Kyle McStay

Jason C. Payne

James M. Telesford

Elizabeth Zielins
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2009

Alumni Spotlight

Michelle Mariscal

Current Role:
Ecologist, Puente Hills Habitat
Preservation Authority

MICHELLE (MURPHY) MARISCAL

B.S. Biological Sciences - 2009
AUTHOR

In Brief

Michelle graduated in 2009 with a degree in Biological Sciences. After earning

a master’s degree in Ecology, she worked with multiple conservation-focused
organizations in Southern California. Now, she is an Ecologist at the Puente Hills
Habitat Preservation Authority, protecting threatened and endangered species

in Southern California. She credits her Journal experience with making scholarly
publishing “far less intimidating” and giving her “the confidence to pursue future
publications.” Since her time at UCR, Michelle has co-authored several scientific
papers and textbook chapters.

Career Trajectory
MS in Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology

University of California, Riverside

Volume 3, 2009

Shawn Higgins, Editor-In-Chief
English

Director of Bridge Program,
Temple University (Japan)

Alexander S. Cheung
Bioengineering
Biotech Innovator and Researcher

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Jacob T. Good

Chemistry

Bianca Holmes, Assoc. Editor-In-Chief
Psychology

Phillip Okhovat

Biological Sciences

Jose Villalobos

Psychology

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Author Updates
Carrell L. Jamilano
Psychology

Co-Host, Shalom World TV

Authors: Full List
Alison Adams

Classical Studies

Vernyta Moore
Psychology
Philip Nee

Geophysics

Joseph Prather

Botany and Plant Sciences

Homero Vasquez
Bioengineering

Kimberly Zarate

Film and Visual Culture, Anthropology
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASSES OF 2010-2013

Alumni Spotlight

KAILA BENNETT

B.S. Bioengineering - 2010
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

After receiving her bachelor’s degree at UCR, Kaila continued on to complete her
Ph.D. under the supervision of Dr. David Lo in the UCR School of Medicine
Serving on the Journals Student Editorial Board gave her the opportunity “to see
the rigor it takes to publish scientific articles along with growing my professional
network.” She now works at BPGbio, Inc., a biotechnology company in
Massachusetts, and is working in immuno-oncology therapeutic development.

Kaila Bennett

Current Role:
Senior Scientist,
BPGhbio, Inc.

Career Trajectory
Ph.D. in Bioengineering

University of California, Riverside

Volumes 4-7, 2010-2013
Student Editorial Board Updates

Nicolette Roht, SEB 2011

Visiting Assistant Professor of History,
Pomona College (California)

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Joe Adams, SEB 2010

Daniya Ashhad, SEB 2012 & 2013

Jonathan Avesar, SEB 2012

Jennifer Brown, SEB 2012

Genevie Co, SEB 2013

Angelica DeAnda, SEB 2010

Amanda Nicole Dumaguindin,
SEB 2010

Javier Farjado, SEB 2013

Chemistry

Townsend Gallinger-Scholz,
SEB 2010

English

Joseph Genova,
Editor-in-Chief 2010

Biological Sciences

Jonathan Getscher, SEB 2012

Neuroscience

Tan Gilbert, SEB 2011

Jaime Gonzalez, SEB 2011 &
Editor-in-Chief 2012

- Philosophy

Pamela Jreij, SEB 2011

Grace Kang, SEB 2013

Alixzandrea Lairy, SEB 2011
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William Lam, SEB 2010

Andy Liu, SEB 2013

Leila Magistrado,

Assoc. Editor-in-Chief 2012 &

Editor-in-Chief 2013

Christopher Margono,
SEB 2012 & 2013

Christopher Miller, SEB 2013

Robert Nichol,
Assoc. Editor-in Chief 2011

Michael Pham, SEB 2013

Andrie Preuss,
Assoc. Editor-in Chief 2013



JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASSES OF 2010-2013

Alumni Spotlight

Maxwell Barranti
Current Role:
Assistant Professor of Psychology,
York University

MAXWELL BARRANTI

B.A. Psychology - 2012
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

After graduating from UCR, Maxwell went on to study Psychology at Wake
Forest University (North Carolina) and the University of Toronto (Canada).

He now an Assistant Professor at York University (Canada), where he studies
personality and social psychology. He credits his mentor at UCR, Dr. Kate
Sweeny, for encouraging him to join the Journals Student Editorial Board (SEB).
During his time on the SEB, he “especially enjoyed reading work from different
disciplines.” He notes that the Journal helped introduce him to world of scholarly
publishing, which has been crucial for his academic career.

Career Trajectory
Ph.D. in Psychology

University of Toronto

M.A. in Psychology
Wake Forest University

Volumes 4-7, 2010-2013

Student Editorial Board
Full Roster (cont.)
Christopher Records, SEB 2010

- Classical Studies

Wilson Rodriguez, SEB 2013

Matthew Valdez, SEB 2010

Kimbetly Zarate, Editor-In-Chief 2011

Author Updates
Bowen Shaner, 2012

Postdoctoral Scholar in
Student Psychological Services,
Loyola Marymount University

Pejman Shojaei, 2013
Art History
Independent Art Curator & Author

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Authors: Full List

Michael Abbott, 2011 Myra Etuale, 2013

Trey Amador, 2012 & 2013 Caleb Flores, 2012

Daniya Ashhad, 2011 Israel Flores, 2013

Lauren Benard, 2011 Marisse Foronda, 2010
Bioengineering

Heran Bhakta, 2012 Jonathan Getscher, 201

Bioengineering Neuroscience

Daniel Campa, 2010 Ryan Kozaka, 2012

Bioengineering

Philip Kratz, 2010

Psychology

Emelline Chen, 2011

Yuri Cheung, 2011 Amy Kwiecien, 2013
Genevie Co, 2012 Leila Magistrado, 2011
Mohammed Desai, 2010 Elbert David Mai, 2013
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASSES OF 2010-2013

Alumni Spotlight

ALEXANDER STERLING

B.A. English - 2012
AUTHOR

In Brief

In his article for the 2012 edition of the Journal, Alexander Sterling “analyzed a
Malcolm X speech and discussed his argument for a more communal approach
to life rather than an individualistic one.” He credits his mentor with connecting
him to the Journal and mentorship has remained at the core of his personal and
professional life. His time at UCR as both an undergraduate and a graduate
student was shaped by mentors. Now a professor at Santa Monica College, he
works with on-campus organizations such as AZMEND, MOCAN, and Umoja.
He also delivers keynotes and runs workshops focused on “helping students
uncover their personal capacity and potential.”

Alexander Sterling

Current Role:

Prof ¢ Enolich Career Trajectory
Sro es;f“? Cngﬂls : Ph.D. in English M.A. in English
anta Monica College University of California, Riverside University of California, Riverside
Volumes 4-7, 2010-2013
Authors: Full List (cont.)
Adam Marentes, 2013 Christopher Records, 2010 Aaron Stamp, 2012
Christopher Margono, 2011 Mundy Reimer, 2011 Suzy Taroyan, 2011
Abigail Montes De Oca, 2012 Wilson Rodriguez, 2012 Luan Truong, 2011
Ann Nguyen, 2011 Amanda Roos, 2011 Danicl Wasik, 2010
Psychology
Aaron Nichols, 2011 Candice Sanscartier, 2012 Michelle Yoakim, 2013
Bioengineering
Danielle Ornelas, 2013 Jake Schnabl, 2011 Meng Yuan, SEB 2010
Cell Biology - Neuroscience
Parth Patel, 2013 Adam Silvers, 2011 Kimberly Zarate, 2010

Tejas Patel, 2012 Jasmine Singh, 2012

icholas A. Petty, 201
Nicholas A. Petty, 2013 Martha Sosa, 2010

Alina (Escalera) Pifieiro,

SEB 2012 & 2013 Francesc'a Spolidoro, 2011
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2014

Alumni Spotlight

Julianne Rolf
Current Role:
Finance Budget Analyst,
California Department of Finance

JULIANNE ROLF

B.S. Environmental Engineering - 2016
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD/AUTHOR

In Brief

After graduating from UCR with a B.S. in Environmental Engineering,

Julianne earned her Ph.D. in Chemical and Environmental Engineering from
Yale University. She now serves as a Science Technology Policy Fellow at the
California Council on Science and Technology. During her graduate career, she
participated in NEWT, an NSF-funded research center, earned the PEO Scholar
Award and Tau Beta Pi Fellowship, and attended COP 27 in Egypt.

Career Trajectory

Ph.D. in Chemical and Environmental Engineering
Yale University

Volume 8, 2014

Student Editorial Board Updates

Tina Kim

Entomology

Teacher at The Harker School

Claire Tran

Bioengineering

Senior Research Scientist,
i20 Therapeutics

Michael Turcios

Media and Cultural Studies

Assistant Professor in Screen Cultures,
Northwestern University

Student Editorial Board
Full Roster

Danielle Bacon
Bioengineering

Joseph Bulone

Bioengineering

Amber Fountain
Anthropology - Law and Society

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Fallon Fowler,
Biochemistry

Victoria Tejera
English

Marzieh Tousi
Chemical Engineering

Gabriel Grajeda

Materials Science and

Engineering Stephanie Tran

Creative Writing

Anissa Jauregai-Gastelum

Anthropology Alexandra Villamor

Wei (Winnie) Jeng Creative Writing
I ‘Lllglis\h Ashley \X/Ong
Colette King, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief Biology

English

Scott Manifold

Mathematics

Christopher Miller, Editor-in-Chief
Bioengineering

Blake Riser

Biochemistry

Ashwin R. Sharma

Biology
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2014

Volume VIII, 2014

i ‘Califﬂrnia, Riverside

Undergraduate Research Journal

2014 ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL

Issue Stats:

e 22 Authors
e 13 Articles

e 20 Student Editorial Board Members
e 11 Faculty Advisory Board Members

Editor-in-Chief: Christopher Miller
Associate Editor-in-Chief: Colette King

UCR Statistics
18,762 Undergraduate Students
e 52% were enrolled in CHASS

UCRIVERSIDE 3 7 ,. L Al o 2296 were entrolled in CNAS

Volume 8, 2014

Author Updates
Basil Baddour

Bioengineering
Research and Development Engineer,
MedAlliance

Nicole De Silva
American History -
Business Administration

Assistant Professor of History,
SUNY Oneonta

Erik Romero

Chemistry

Assistant Professor of Chemistry,
UC San Diego

Kyle Russel

Environmental Engineering

Manager of Business Operations, Rivian

Authors: Full List
Michael Gamboa,

Psychology

Ilya Lederman,

Bioengineering

Brittany Nguyen

Biology

Kristianna Wi
Biology

Dante J. O’Hara,

Mechanical Engineering

Monica E. Youssef

Psychology

John S. Pangilinan

Anthropology - Psychology

Vivek S. Patel

Biology

Corrin E. Saenz
Psychology

Jaun Sanabria
Neuroscience

Tammie M. Tran
Neuroscience

Tanya J. Tran

Psychology

Erika Varady

Biology

I-Chieh (Jack) Wang

Biochemistry
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2015

Alumni Spotlight

Nicole (Nikki) Perez

Current Role:
Burbank City Council Member &
Former Mayor of Burbank

NICOLE (NIKKI) PEREZ

B.A. Psychology and Music Performance - 2016
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD - AUTHOR

In Brief

Nicole graduated in with a degree in psychology and music performance. She
recently completed her term as Mayor of Burbank, making history as the city’s
youngest mayor and its first pregnant mayor. She credits her Journal experience
with preparing her for policy writing and data-driven decision making, noting
that the research process “taught me a higher level of organized writing that
helped me when grant writing in my future career roles.” Her advice to future
authors: “Don’t be afraid to pursue a topic that interests you—your passion for
the research will show itself through your work.”

Career Trajectory
Mastet’s of Social Welfare
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affaits

Volume 9, 2015

Sarah Allec

Research Scientist,
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

Bianca Freeman

Middle East & Islamic Studies
UC President’s Postdoctoral Fellow,
Dept. of Political Science at UC Berkeley

Francisco Ilabaca

Researcher, Office of Financial Research,
US Department of the Treasury

Kris Moisa

- International Affairs
Associate Attorney at Lewis Brisbois
Bisgaard & Smith LLPCA

Julianne Rolf, Editor-In-Chief

Finance Budget Analyst,
California Department of Finance

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Keely Smith Vi-Khoi Duong

Human Resources Manager,

1d Medical
New World Medica Lo Creen

Claire Tran

Senior Research Scientist, Marcello Guardado

i20 Therapeutics

Joel Herrera

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Jessica Baker

Andrew Holyfield
Ivan Copado, '
Associate-Editor-in-Chief Colette King
Mayra Cortez Gloria Kyallo
Alexis Dennis :

Shitley Leanos
Michacl Deo Anagha Madgulkar
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2015

GEOFFREY PRONOVOST

B.S. Biochemistry - 2016
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Following undergrad at UCR, Geoff went straight into his Ph.D. studies at
UCLA, working with Dr. Elaine Hsiao in the microbiome space. There, he
developed an interest in translatability of foundational science, which grew
into a passion for drug discovery and development. He now works in biotech
in the San Francisco Bay Area. Reflecting on his time with the Journal, he noted
that “Working as a student editor gave me the first, real-world experience with
critiquing technical studies... Participating in the Undergrad Research Journal
provides an early-access to developing this skill, which notably applies to both
academic and professional career paths alike.”

Geoffrey Pronovost

Current Role:
Senior Scientist,
Thornhill Therapeutics

Career Trajectory
Ph.D. in Biochemistry

University of California, Los Angeles

Volume 9, 2015

Student Editorial Board

Full Roster (cont.)

Mary Michael Sanychen Muk Lorraine Horwitz

Melissa Mikail Computational Associate, Xencor Allison Ibarra
Enid Ocegueda

Boi Quach Zining Ji

Processing Archivist,
Princeton University

Clare O’Brien

Krystal Vasquez
Authors: Full List
Sabrina Bailey Maria D. Ramirez Loyola
Author Updates
Khirin Bunker Deanne Elliot Connor Richards

Physics and Astronomy
Associate in the Business Trial Practice Group,

Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton, LLP Shane Eum Chirawat Sanpakit

Nicole De Silva Sarah Folk Brandon Tran

Assistant Professor of History, -

SUNY Oneonta Mira Ghabour Jacqueline Wong
Business

Kenneth Hsu

Amanda Haraksin

Head of Actuarial, Breach Insurance
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2016

Alumni Spotlight

P

5| HAYDEN JACKSON

B.A. Political Science - 2018
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Hayden graduated from UCR in 2018 and recently defended his Ph.D. in Political
Science at the University of Michigan, where he was also active in student
government. He continues to work as a flight attendant for American Airlines.
Reflecting on the Journal, Hayden credits the experience with showing him how
the academic publication process works “from submission to final publication,”
saving time and effort in his own writing, His advice to future Jowrna/ members:
“Rely on your fellow team members—when you work together, you can make

Hayden Jackson the Journal a really great product.”
Current Role: .
Flight Attendant for American Airlines CareerTrajectory
and Program Assistant at Ph.D. in Political Science M.A. in Political Science
University of Michigan Central University of Michigan University of Michigan

Student Government

Volume 10, 2016
Student Editorial Board Updates Student Editorial Full Roster

Honeiah Karimi, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief Nasiha Alicic Dillon McDonald
Scientisjc, Applied Lgngu age Modeling & Kollan Doan, SEB and Author Noemi Mendoza
Evaluation at Cambium Assessment

Jazmine Exford Mary Michael

. Destinie Fafard
Assistant Professor of

Spanish & Sociolinguistics, Maria Ramirez Loyola,
Florida International University Andrew Holyfield Editot-in-Chief
Nicole (Nikki) Perez
Psychology - Music Kacey Kilpatrick, Copy Editor Gabriel Ruiz
Burbank City Council Member
Geoffrey Pronovost Sung-Joo Kim Gisely Ruiz
Biochemistry
Senior Scientist, Thornhill Therapeuti i i

enior dScientis orn erapeutics Sierra LaPoint, SEB and Author Ricky St. Clair , Copy Editor
Julianne Rolf

. - N ) Giosiana Turchetti
Finance Budget Analyst, John Linder, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

California Department of Finance

Anthony Lynn
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2016

o Volume X, 2016

E ﬁ@ersityof California, Riverside 2016 I S S U E O F TH E JOURNA L

Undergraduate Research Journal I C14F

9 Authors
8 Articles
23 Student Editorial Board Members
16 Faculty Advisory Board Members

) Akhila Nekianti

- Editor-in-Chief: Maria Ramirez Loyola

"3 Zizhong (David) Xiao

Associate Editors-in-Chief: Honeiah Karmi and John Linder
-~ 4 UCR Statistics

& P 19,799 Undergraduate Students

. 4 *  54% were enrolled in CHASS

N\~
U[:I%IV’ERS‘IDE%* o % e 29% were enrolled in CNAS

e

Volume 10, 2016

Author Updates Authors: Full List
Cody A. Gonzalez Kollan Doan, SEB and Author
Mechanical Engineering Cell, Molecular and Developmental Biology
Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering
University of Texas, San Antonio {:(s)e}]) }:]E?EI\H
Akhila Nekkant Jill Goldstein Hoo
Neuroscience Enolish

Founder of OORU Collective Care

Anthonie S. Johnston
Bioengineering

Sierra LaPoint, SEB and Author

Art History - Religious Studies - Philosophy

Aishwarya Veerabahu, Cover Art

Biology
Nicholas W. Wong
Bioengineering

Zizhong (David) Xiao

Psychology

123 | UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH JOURNAL




20 YEARS OF

Volume 1, 2007

NOVeISIEof California, Riverside |ifiversity f California, Riverside |RiErsity o California, Riverside ity of California, Riverside
Undergraduate Research Journal Undergraduate Research Journal Undergraduate Re: Undergraduate Research Journal
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Volume V, 2011
Volume VIl 2014

NGRS California, River i . Rive Jiersityof California, Riverside BB Caliornia, Rivorside

Undergraduate Research Journal Undergraduate Res h Journal Undergraduate Research Journal Undergraduate Research Journal

Volume X, 2017

University of California, Riverside |fiersity of California, Riverside [URiErSity of California, Riverside
Undergraduate R rch Journal Undergraduate Rese: Undergraduate Res Jo 2 ch Journal

UCRIVERSIDE

Volume Xill, 2019
UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH JOURNAL
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2017

Alumni Spotlight

CELESTE NAVAS

B.A. History - 2017
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD/AUTHOR

In Brief

Celeste graduated from UCR in 2017 and is now a Ph.D. candidate in Cultural
Studies at UC Davis, with a revised master’s thesis currently under review at the
Journal of Latinx and Latin American Studies. She credits her Journal experience
with teaching her “how intensive reviews are for any researcher” while also
humanizing the process. Her advice to future members: “Be kind—not just to
others but yourself. Ask questions, be kind, and rest.”

Celeste Navas

Current Role: Career Trajectory
Ph.D. Candidate in Cultural Studies, Ph.D. Candidate in Cultural Studies
UC Davis UC Davis

Volume 11, 2017
Student Editorial Board Updates Author Updates

Hayden Jackson, Copy Editor Sierra LaPoint, Editor-in-Chief Kevin Mortazavi

Flight Attendant, American Airlines

Program Assistant, at University of .
Michigan Central Student Government Dillon McDonald

Emergency Medicine
Resident Physician in Sacramento, CA

Maria Liliana Ramirez

Jazmine Exford

Shanis Sarah Miller
: Spanish Narrative Research Specialist,
Assistant Professor of Justice Action Center
Spanish & Sociolinguistics,
Florida International University Danielle Oleskiewicz, SEB and Author

Authors: Full List

Student Editorial Board Full Roster Siddharth Sai

Nasiha Alicic Gisely Ruiz

Ivy Son, Cover Artist
Tevin Bui Dulce Wilkinson, SEB and Author

Kaitlyn Spillane
Kollan Doan, Editor-in-Chief Travis R. Wrightsman

Mellonie Zhang

Zizhong (David) Xiao

Julia Krum, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2018

Alumni Spotlight

SARAH RUCKMAN

B.S. Biology - 2018
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Sarah graduated from UCR in 2018 with a degree in Biology. She completed her
Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at Florida State University and is
now a Postdoctoral Fellow at UC Irvine, where her work focuses on Drosophila
genetics and mentoring students in the lab. She credits her Journal experience

as her “first exposure to peer review,” noting that discussing papers as a group
“taught me a lot about critically evaluating research and what reviewers look for.

>

Sarah Ruckman Career Trajectory
Current Role: Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Postdoctoral Fellow in Florida State University
Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, M.S. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
UC Irvine Texas A&M Univetsity

Volume 12, 2018
Student Editorial Board Updates

Jordan Cohen Debbie Arce Sarah Miller
History History Cell, Molecular and
Assistant Professor of Teaching in Classics, Y- Developmental Biology
Santa Clara University Tm}],' ]yotte

- ‘ inglish Syri 1li
Hayden Jackson, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief : : : P}{qt\l:liore:
Political Science Tevin Bui, Copy Editor I
Flight Attendant, American Airlines Global Studies Siddharth Sai
Program Assistant, University of Daniel Choi Bioengineering
Michigan Central Student Government Psvchology

. - o Jayapriya Vengadesan,

Amrik Kang Kollan Doan, Editor-in-Chief Bioengineering

Biology
M.D.-Ph.D. Student,
UC San Francisco

Cell, Molecular and
Developmental Biology

Debora Handojo, Copy Editor

Mirella Rodriguez Psychology
Statistics : ==
Senior Data Scientist, TikTok Emily Harris
Cell, Molecular and
Nolan Winicki, SEB and Author Developmental Biology

Bioengineering

General Surgery Resident Nicole Huffman, SEB and Author
The Johns Hopkins Hospital Neuroscience
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2018

B 2018 ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL
Undergraduate Research Journal [EEJUSBRIEICE

e 17 Authors
e 15 Articles
e 18 Student Editorial Board Members
e 17 Faculty Advisory Board Members

Editor-in-Chief: Kollan Doan
Associate Editors-in-Chief: Haydon Jackson and Sarah Miller

UCR Statistics

20,581 Undergraduate Students

*  52% were enrolled in CHASS
e 28% were enrolled in CNAS

[URIVErsity of California, Riverside

Volume 12, 2018

Author Updates Authors: Full List
Alysia Burbidge Sameera Ahmad Mary Nwangwu
Psychology Biology Bioengineering
Res'earch Associate, ) . Kush Amin Sunaina Santhiveeran
University of Southern California Bioloov ST
10 ()g} NCLH()SL]CHLC

I){?r{na Lopez-Villegas Katherine Bottinelli Dakota Salazar
I s_\d.ml()gy . ) Psychology Neuroscience
Marriage and Family Therapist, - :
TOGETHER Family Counseling Tiffany Gomez

; Psychology
Brendan Mitchell - -
Neuroscience Valerie Gomez
Ph.D. Candidate in Bioengineering, Psychology
UC Berkeley-UC San Francisco Jan Leonard Maramot Rodil
Caylin Yorba-Ruiz, Cover Art English
Art - Media and Culture Studies Rainita Narender
Graphic Design Consultant, Psychology - Economics
ACLU SoCal

Brandon Ngo
Biology
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JOURNAL ALUMNI

CLASSES OF 2019 - 2020

Alumni Spotlight

Martin Lopez

Current Role:
Ph.D. Candidate, Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital / University of
Cincinnati College of Medicine

MARTIN LOPEZ

B.S. Biochemistry - 2021
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Martin graduated from UCR in 2021 with a degree in Biochemistry. After
earning his master’s at UCR and working as a research specialist at UC Irvine

and in biotech in San Diego, he is now a third-year Ph.D. candidate at Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital through the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine.
He values the Journal’s interdisciplinary nature, noting that reading articles outside
his field “piqued my interest in areas I’'ve never considered before.” His advice:

“Be open to every opportunity:

Career Trajectory

Ph.D. Candidate in Molecular Genetics,
Biochemistry, and Microbiology
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine

you never know where you’ll end up.”

M.S. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

University of California, Riverside

Volumes 13 & 14, 2019-2020

Student Editorial Board Updates

Alexander Brinkley, SEB 2020

Ph.D. Candidate in Dynamical Neuroscience,

UC Santa Barbara

Amrik Kang, SEB 2018 &
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief 2019

M.D.-Ph.D. Student, UC San Fransisco

Jonathan Phillips,
Author & Assoc. Editor-in-Chief 2020

Junior Research Specialist, UC Riverside
Omer Sohail, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief 2019

Transportation Planner, Culver City, CA
Nolan Winicki, SEB 2019

General Surgery Resident,
The Johns Hopkins Hospital

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Jacob Abrisz, SEB 2020

Amanda Awil, SEB 2019

May Chan, SEB 2019 & 2020

Anthony Cort, Copy Editor 2020

Phuong-Anh Do,
SEB 2019 & Editor-in-Chief 2020

Bailey Equité, Copy Editor 2019

Precious Fasakin, SEB 2020

Corinna Franco, SEB 2019

Daniel Gutierrez, SEB 2019 & 2020

Jacky He, SEB 2019
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Sarah Ibrahim, Copy Editor 2020

Daria Kudryavtseva, SEB 2020

Jennifer Le, SEB 2020

Eric Lin, SEB 2019

Sarah Miller, SEB 2019

Carolina Mufioz,
Associate Editor-in-Chief 2020

Chau Nguyen, SEB 2020

Syris Norelli, SEB 2019

Nicolas Norkus, SEB 2020

Kelsey Rosales-Torres, SEB 2020




JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASSES OF 2019 - 2020

Alumni Spotlight

CAMILA REYES

B.A. English and Psychology - 2020

AUTHOR

In Brief

At UCR, Camila double-majored in English and Psychology, worked as an ARC
writing tutor, was an Mellon Mays Undergraduate Research Fellow, and published
an article analyzing Lady Macbeth in the UCR Undergradnate Research Journal.

Now a Ph.D. Candidate in English at USC, Camila has continued her work on
Early Modern women writers. “Publishing with the Journal has been immensely

helpful during my time in grad school.” She learned how to “make my writing
Camila Reyes and research more understandable for people outside my field [which| has been

Current Role: essential for applying for research fellowships and postdocs.”

Ph.D. Candidate in English, Career Trajectory
University of Southern California Ph.D. Candidate in English

University of Southern California

Volumes 13 & 14, 2019-2020

Student Editorial Board
Full Roster (cont.)

Catherine Seo, SEB 2019 & Alexandra Aringer, Author 2020 Michelle Peniche, Author 2019
Editor-in-Chief 2020

Katelynn Bergman, Author 2020 Fernanda Sandoval, Author 2019
Jordan Soma, SEB 2020 Psychology
| Yema A. Conteh, Author 2019 Mark Anthony Sebarrotin,
Jayapriya Vengadesan, Cover Art 2019

Psychology

Copy Editor 2019 : Psychology
Tiffany Gomez, Author 2020 - -
Tamara Tang, Author 2019

Author Updates Daniel Gutierrez, Author 2020

Benjamin Hoover, Author 2019 Amanda Xaypraseuth,
- Cover Art & Author 2020
i Jeneane Hamideh, Author 2019

Asspcmte Igstrgctor, . Neuroscience
Indiana University, Bloomington Sarah Ibrahim, Author 2020 Jacqueline Yu, Author 2019

Authors: Full List
Guadalupe Abonce, Author 2020 Omayra (Janine) Medina, Author 2020 Sharon Zhao, Author 2020
Rechael Acheampong, Author 2020 Ashley Miller, Author 2019 Julia Zumaya, Author 2020

Psychology

Daisy Andrade Channell, Author 2019 Dagoberto Partida, Author 2020

Psychology
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2021

Alumni Spotlight

Alice Jade Lee Koga

Current Role:

ALICE JADE LEE KOGA

B.A. Philosophy - 2021

STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Alice is a currently a Ph.D. student at UC San Diego using philosophy to better
understand attention and agency under the attention economy. As an SEB
member, she worked with students from many different backgrounds and
disciplines. This experience was crucial for preparing her for academia. “Working
for the Journal was my first real interdisciplinary experience. Being able to be
conversant in other disciplines is something that matters a lot in my own work,
as research on the attention economy spans many disciplines such as psychology,
sociology, media and culture studies, human-computer interaction.”

Ph.D. Student in Philosophy, Career Trajectory
UC San Diego Ph.D. Student in Philosophy
UC San Diego
Volume 15, 2021
Student Editorial Board Updates Authors: Full List
Alexander Brinkley Carolina Mufioz, Editor-in-Chief Megan Aguilar
Ph.D. Candidate in Dynamical Neuroscience, : Jeremy Aquino
UC Santa Barbara Chau Nguyen
Shayan Saced Shaiva Patel, Editor-in-Chief Darian Dik

M.D. Student,
UC Irvine - School of Medicine

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Jacob Arisz, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Julia Hopkins, Author and SEB

Mayra Flores Mendez,

Jennifer Le

Farzaneh Talebi Liasi

Courtney Moulton, Copy Editor

Kelsey Rosales-Torres Amani Helo

TLaura Rush Idalis Rivera-Ramirez

Jordan Soma Julia Salama

Ethan Tanchoco Morgan Waterman
Author Updates Alvin Josh Zafra

Niva Manchanda,

Author and Copy Editor

Ph.D. Student in Social Psychology,
University of Kansas
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2022

Alumni Spotlight

Shayan Saeed
Schoolof Medicine

Uetbeatth Discover=Teach /
Tesch-ea,

Shayan Saeed

Current Role:
Medical Student (MS3),
UC Irvine - School of Medicine

SHAYAN SAEED

B.A. Middle East and Islamic Studies - 2022

STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Shayan graduated from UCR in 2022 with a degree in Middle East and Islamic
Studies. He is currently a medical student at the UC Irvine - School of Medicine,
with research interests in diagnostic imaging for prostate cancer recurrence. He
credits his time on the Editorial Board with giving him “greater appreciation for
the scientific review process” and teaching him transferable leadership skills. His
advice: “Take advantage of the opportunities at UCR—there are many.”

Career Trajectory
M.D. Student
UC Irvine - School of Medicine

Volume 16, 2022
Student Editorial Board Updates

Andrew Martin,

Ph.D. Student in Sociology,
UC Merced

Miku Shimono

Ph.D. Student in Chemistry,
Cornell University

Joshua Wong, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Ph.D. Student in Biochemistry,
Cornell University

Student Editorial Board Full Roster
Mahnur Bharucha

Justin Burzachiello

Sofia Gandarilla

Shehreen Khan

Ronit Krovidi, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Farzaneh Liasi

Morgan Elisabeth Nator

Susan Nguyen, Copy Editor

Kelsey Rosales-Torres, SEB & Author

Alexandra Samawi, Copy Editor

Preeti Sivakumar, Editor-in-Chief

Rashid Syed

Ridwan Syed

Author Updates
William Troxel

Ph.D. Student in Environmental Toxicology,
UC Riverside

Joshua Wang, Cover Art

M.D. Student, UC Riverside

Authors: Full List

Karla Hernandez

Chuchu Liu

Rossandra Martinez,

Kaitlyn Ngo

Disha Patel

Thuresa Veliz,
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2023

2023 ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL

Issue Stats:

15 Authors
13 Articles
14 Student Editorial Board Members
11 Faculty Advisory Board Members

Editors-in-Chief: Andrew Martin and Mahnur Bharucha

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Alexandra Samawi

UCR Statistics
22,646 Undergraduate Students

47% were enrolled in CHASS
27% were enrolled in CNAS

Volume 17, 2023

Student Editorial Board Updates

Andrew Martin, Editor-in-Chief

Ph.D. Student in Sociology, UC Merced
Stephanie Martinez-Beltran

Ph.D. student in Microbiology, UC Davis
Allison Wang

Masters of Public Administration Student,
University of Southern California

Donald Zarate

Ph.D. Student in Political Science,
UC Riverside

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Mahnur Bharucha, Editot-in-Chief

Justin Burzachiello

Nadia Farooq, Copy Editor

Sofia Gandarilla

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

Vanessa Hua

Ronit Krovidi, Copy Editor

Ruth Meletz

Morgan Elisabeth Nator

Purnima Qamar, Copy Editor

Alexandra Samawi,
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Author Updates
Sudhir Murthy

Ph.D. Student in Mathematics,
UC Riverside

Joaquin Lopez

Ph.D. Student in History,
UC Riverside

Hana Baig

M.D. Student, UC Riverside
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Authors: Full List
Radhika Amin

Parihan Asif,

Shraddha Bhonsle

Brian Hornor

Helen Huang

Diane Le

Gerardo Michel

Dana Morshed

Arushee Sangani

Nabeel Shaikh

Victoria Van Hulle, Cover Artist

Liana Willis,

Chelsea Younglove



JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2024

Alumni Spotlight

LEDIA NASR

B.S. Biochemistry - 2024
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Ledia has been busy since she graduated from UCR in 2024. She has worked

as a phlebotomist, a medical assistant at a ketamine treatment clinic, and now

is a medical scribe at Advanced Pain Diagnostics & Solutions. Her goal is to
one day work as a Physician Assistant who specializes in oncology and surgery.
She describes her time as Co-Editor-in-Chief as one of the most rewarding
experiences of her career. “The Journal strengthened my leadership and
communication skills. Without it, I would have never reached where I am today.
Reviewing manuscripts required careful analysis and constructive feedback,

Ledia Nasr while leading the editorial team taught me how to collaborate effectively and
Current Role: manage responsibilities under deadlines. These skills continue to serve me well in
Medical Scribe, healthcare.”

Advanced Pain Diagnostics & Solutions

Volume 18, 2024
Student Editorial Board Updates Authors: Full List

Alyssa Fundal, Copy Editor Wesley Hur Alina Ahmed
Public Affairs Representative, Tara Keezhaniil -
Metropolitan Water District of ] Rayan Awais
Southern California

Hannah Kim,
Katherine Morrissette, Copy Editor Adam Babeshkoy
Incoming Law Student, Bobbi M. Mandour Lorenzo Bazzani

Yale University
Sekirou Shimono, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Aurchana Manickavasagan Uditi Desai

Medical Scribe, Nandini Mannem Shifa Mirza

Riverside University Health System

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Vishruth Nagam Elliot Randolph, SEB & Author

Kashish Rai, Copy Editor

Trusha Bhagwat Abtin Shafie
Nicole D’Souza, Copy Editor Angelin Simon, Editor-in-Chief Yohannes N. Tsigab
Matthew Dimaandal Author Updates

Nikki Wong
Mandy Hsieh, Cover Art

Vanessa Hua, Copy Editor

Ph.D. Student in Biomedical Engineering,
UC Davis

Priya Iyer
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JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2025

Alumni Spotlight

D
S

-

Sreenidhi Surineni

Current Role:
Incoming M.Res. Student,
Imperial College LLondon

SREENIDHI SURINENI

B.S. Neuroscience- 2026
STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

In Brief

Sreenidhi graduated from UCR in 2026 with degrees in Neuroscience and
Philosophy. He won the Barry Goldwater Scholarship, was a Rhodes Finalist,
and was UCR’s first Marshall Scholar. At UCR, his research in Dr. Sika Zheng’s
lab developed ASCAM, an automated pipeline for detecting axonal swellings in
5xFAD Alzheimer’s mouse models. Starting in Fall 2026, he will be pursuing an
M.Res. in Neurotechnology and an M.Res in Medical Device Design at Imperial

College London.

Career Trajectory
M.Res. Student in Neurotechnology
Imperial College LLondon

M.Res. Student in Medical Device Design
Imperial College London

Volume 19, 2025
Student Editorial Board Updates

Nicole D’Souza, .ead Reviewer

Incoming Researcher, Palo Alto Veterans
Affairs Medical Center

Sekirou Shimono

Medical Scribe,
Riverside University Health System

Natalie Upp

M.Ed. Student in Higher Education
Administration & Policy (UCR)

Alexa Zelaya, Lead Reviewer & Author

Postgraduate Associate,
Yale Child Study Center

Student Editorial Board Full Roster

Vanessa Alvarez,
Copy Editor & Lead Reviewer

Trusha Bhagwat, Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

Briana Biswas

Samuel Jones

Camille-Faye Cabebe

Kimberly Calderon

Tiffany Chen

Matt Dimaandal

Nat Dinh

Julianna Dong

Wesley Hur, SEB & Author

Rabyana Igbal

Pareeya Jiyacharoen
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Hannah Kim, Lead Reviewer

Yuva Krishnapillai

Isabella Lamberson

Jaylynn Lopez

Aurchana Manickavasagan, Lead Reviewer

Nandini Mannem, Editor-in-Chief

Vishruth Nagam

Shiori Nakaya

Harshitha Nandula

Jaden Nguyen




JOURNAL ALUMNI
CLASS OF 2025

el 2025 |SSUE OF THE JOURNAL

RESEARCH JOURNAL Issue Stats:

* 19 Authors
e 17 Articles
e 35 Student Editorial Board Members
e 20 Faculty Advisory Board Members

Editors-in-Chief: Nandini Mannem and Sreenidhi Surineni

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Trusha Bhagwat

UCR Statistics

24,034 Undergraduate Students

*  43% were enrolled in CHASS
B RIvERsIoE +  26% were enrolled in CNAS

Volume 19, 2025

Student Editorial Board Author Updates
Full Roster (cont.) Donna Arteaga Alvarez Shannon Cait Farren-Stroud

Sneha Panda

Ph.D. Student in Cognition &
Cognitive Neuroscience (UCR)

Mindy Hoang-Maldonado

Rachel Simone Francis

Nina Phatak, L.ead Reviewer

Zachary Hanson
Shrawani Pradhan UCR HOSS Information Specialist
PR ; My Linh Le
Aarushi Saini, Lead Reviewer Steven Torres
: Ph.D. Student in History, Ricky Le
Rhea Sh Y
ca Shettigar UC Santa Barbara
Johnathan Sia Authors: Full List Manvitha Mysore
Lluvia Jocelyn Arana Sanchez Meghana Puram
Kayla Spearman,
Yass Babazadeh Marah Salloum

Samantha Marie Castillo Taleen Shomar

Alexandra Collao Olortiga Ashley L. Zhang

Natalie A. Dennis
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