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lips evaporate

Performance Notes

Piano Notes

Boxes — contained in boxes is material for controlled aleatoric gestures. The black line
extending from the box denotes how long the material is to be played. Dynamics may
be given inside or outside the box. Dynamics and hairpins given under a black line
cancel and supersede those given inside the initial box.

Density — in measures 128 — 149, treble clef boxes contain instructions for density, of
which there are four levels: sparse, low, moderate, and high. Associated density boxes
pertain only to moderate and high densities. Sparse and low densities are fully notated.
A pitch collection will be provided. Play uneven rhythms and accent random pitches.

Dashed Hairpins — always notated above the treble clef stave. Dictates a gradual
increase or decrease in density. Dynamic level should remain constant unless
otherwise notated.

Grace notes — unless otherwise indicated, grace notes are always played before the
associated beat.

Double Bass Notes

ST — sul tasto. Bow over the fingerboard to produce a soft thing tone.
SP — sul ponticello. Bow near the bridge to produce a nasally tone.

MSP — molto sul ponticello. Bow directly at the bridge, producing high, light partials.
Can optionally substitute MSP for a scratch tone.

ord. — return to normal bowing techniques.

Optional: play the given harmonic up an octave at measures 178 — 191. Some basses
may or may not be able to play the given harmonic. Instability within the harmonic is
highly suggested and encouraged, but if it proves to be too unreliable, play the
harmonic as written.



North Star

You've seen my transfixed by the stars

The static in my brain crystallizes,

and I gain a quiet moment.

My inner compass reads that I am facing homeward
It orients my eyes upward

and the wave of my heart become still.

You’ve seen me lose myself when I look at you

The works that normally pour from my lips evaporate
and fill the moment with silence.

I’ve become entranced again

I know home when I see it

I found my true north.

Maria C. Confer
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