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Release #2021-19  Friday, September 17, 2021 
 
Newsom holds big early leads in next year’s gubernatorial election. 
 
by Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll 
 (c) 415-602-5594 
 
 
Now that Gavin Newsom has successfully fended off a gubernatorial recall, political observers 
are now turning their attention to the state’s 2022 elections, which will feature races for all 
statewide elective posts, including governor.   
 
In its latest statewide survey, the Berkeley IGS Poll asked a cross-section of the state’s 
registered voters their preferences for governor next year, by pairing Newsom against each of 
four prominent Republicans who were candidates on this year’s recall election’s replacement 
ballot. This included broadcaster Larry Elder, former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, 
businessman and former 2018 GOP gubernatorial nominee John Cox, and Assemblyman 
Kevin Kiley. 
 
The results indicate that Newsom holds very large leads over each of them. The Governor leads 
Elder, who received by far the most votes in the recall election’s replacement ballot, by twenty-
two points, 52% to 30%, with 18% undecided.   Newsom also holds a 22-point lead when 
paired against Faulconer, 49% to 27%, with 24% undecided. 
 
Newsom’s lead over Cox and Kiley expands to 25 points, with Newsom leading Cox 51% to 
26%, and 50% to 25% when paired against Kiley.   
 
These findings are from a Berkeley IGS Poll conducted August 30-September 6, 2021, among 
9,809 registered voters statewide in English and Spanish. 
 
Observed IGS co-Director Eric Schickler, “These results reinforce the message from 
Tuesday’s election that Newsom is now in good shape looking ahead to 2022, at least when 
today’s most likely Republican challengers are considered as alternatives.” 
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Newsom holds big early leads in the 2022 gubernatorial election 
The latest Berkeley IGS Poll asked voters their preferences for governor in next year’s 2022 
elections by pairing Newsom against each of the four Republicans who attracted the most 
attention as candidates in Tuesday’s gubernatorial recall election. The results show Newsom 
holding leads of 22 to 25 percentage points in head-to-head matchups against each Republican 
in simulated 2022 gubernatorial election matchups. 
 
The poll finds the Governor besting Elder 52% to 30%, with 18% of voters undecided. When 
paired against Cox, in what would be a gubernatorial rematch from 2018, Newsom is preferred 
51% to 26%.  Newsom also leads Kiley 50% to 25%, while against Faulconer, Newsom’s lead 
is 49% to 27%.  In each case about one in four, are undecided. 
 
Voter preferences are highly partisan, with about eight in ten Democrats backing the Governor 
in each pairing, while large majorities of Republicans are backing each of the GOP candidates.  
Newsom also leads over each of the Republicans among No Party Preference voters by solid 
two-to-one margins, although relatively large proportions are undecided.  
 
Among Republican voters, a somewhat larger proportion (81%) backs Elder when paired 
against Newsom, than is the case for the three other Republican possibilities.    
 

                                                   Table 1 
Voter preferences in the 2022 gubernatorial election pitting Gavin Newsom against 

each of four prominent Republicans who ran in this year’s recall election  
(among California registered voters) 

 Total 
registered 

voters 
          % 

 
 

Democrats  
% 

      
 

Republicans  
% 

 
 No Party 
Preference 

% 

  
Other 
parties 

% 
Newsom vs. Elder       

Newsom (D) 52 82 4 48  31 
Elder (R) 30 4 81 24  41 
Undecided 18 14 15 28  28 

       
Newsom vs. Cox       

Newsom (D) 51 82 3 46  32 
Cox (R) 26 3 70 20  35 
Undecided 23 15 27 34  33 

       
Newsom vs. Kiley       

Newsom (D) 50 80 4 44  30 
Kiley (R) 25 4 68 21  32 
Undecided 25 16 28 35  38 

       
Newsom vs. 
Faulconer 

      

Newsom (D) 49 79 4 44  27 
Faulconer (R) 27 5 69 23  40 
Undecided 24 16 27 33           33 

   (D) denotes Democrat, (R) denotes Republican 
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Newsom holds double-digit lead over Elder across most major subgroups 
Table 2 below provides greater detail of voter preferences between Newsom and Elder in a 
head-to head 2022 gubernatorial election match-up across a few major subgroups of the state’s 
registered voter population.  
 
The findings show that the Governor’s early lead over Elder is broad-based and spans most 
major voting blocs, with Newsom holding large double-digit margins among voters across all 
major age, gender, racial and ethnic voter segments.   
 
He also receives the backing of greater than eight in ten self-identified liberals and voters who 
supported Joe Biden in the 2020 president election.   
 
Regionally, the Governor is preferred greater than three-to-one among voters in the nine-
county San Francisco Bay Area, his home region, and by a greater than two-to-one margin in 
Los Angeles County.   
 
By contrast, the state’s conservatives, as well as those who backed President Trump’s re-
election bid in 2020, favor Elder by wide margins.  
 
Elder also holds narrow leads or is competitive with Newsom among voters in several of the 
state’s more Republican-leaning areas, including the North Coast/Sierras region, the San 
Joaquin Valley, Orange County, the Inland Empire, and the Sacramento/North Valley region.   
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Table 2 

Voter preferences between Newsom and Elder in the 2022 gubernatorial election  
across major demographic subgroups of the registered voter population 

  Newsom (D) 
% 

Elder (R) 
% 

Undecided 
% 

Total registered voters  52 30 18 
Political ideology     
Strongly conservative  8 82 10 
Somewhat conservative  14 67 19 
Moderate  48 25 27 
Somewhat liberal  82 3 15 
Strongly liberal  93 - 7 

2020 Presidential vote     
Biden voter  82 3 15 
Trump voter  3 82 15 
Others/didn’t vote  42 26 32 

Region     
Los Angeles County  57 24 19 
San Diego County  47 32 21 
Orange County  43 42 15 
Inland Empire  45 37 18 
Central Coast  52 31 17 
San Joaquin Valley  37 40 23 
Sacramento/North Valley  43 37 20 
San Francisco Bay Area  65 18 17 
North Coast/Sierras  38 45 17 

Gender     
Male  48 34 18 
Female  55 26 19 

Age     
18-29  52 25 23 
30-39  51 26 23 
40-49  52 33 15 
50-64  50 33 17 
65 or older  55 31 14 

Race/ethnicity     
White   50 37 13 
Latino  56 21 23 
Asian/Pacific Islander  53 20 27 
Black/African American  61 17 22 
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About the Survey 
The findings in this report are based on a Berkeley IGS Poll completed by the Institute of 
Governmental Studies (IGS) at the University of California, Berkeley. Funding for the poll 
was provided in part by the Los Angeles Times.   
 
The poll was administered online in English and Spanish August 30 - September 6, 2021, 
among 9,809 registered voters across California.   
 
The survey distributed email invitations to the state’s registered voters. Each email invited 
voters to participate in a non-partisan survey conducted by the University and provided a link 
to the IGS website where the survey was housed. Reminder emails were distributed to non-
responding voters and an opt out link was provided for voters not wishing to receive further 
email invitations. 
 
Samples of registered voters with email addresses were provided to IGS by Political Data, Inc., 
a leading supplier of registered voter lists in California, and were derived from information 
contained on the state’s official voter registration rolls.  Prior to the distribution of emails, the 
overall sample was stratified by age and gender to obtain a proper balance of survey 
respondents across major segments of the registered voter population. 
 
To protect the anonymity of survey respondents, voters’ email addresses and all other 
personally identifiable information derived from the voter listing were purged from the data 
file and replaced with a unique and anonymous identification number during data processing.  
In addition, post-stratification weights were applied to align the sample of registered voters 
responding to the survey to a wide range of population characteristics of the state’s registered 
voters.   
 
The sampling error associated with the statewide results are difficult to calculate precisely 
because of sample stratification and the post-stratification weighting. Nevertheless, it is likely 
that findings based on the overall sample of registered voters are subject to a sampling error of 
approximately +/-1.8 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.   
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Question wording  
Regardless of the outcome of this year’s recall election, California will be holding a statewide 
general election next year that will include an election for governor.  Suppose you were voting 
for governor in the 2022 general election and asked to choose from the following pairs of 
candidates. (RANDOMIZE ORDER OF PAIRINGS ASKING).  If you were voting in the 2022 general election 
for governor and these were the choices, for whom would you vote (SEE RELEASE FOR PAIRINGS 
MEASURED; ORDERING OF PAIRINGS RANDOMIZED). 
 
 

About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that 
pursues a vigorous program of research, education, publication, and public service. A 
component of the University of California system’s flagship Berkeley campus, IGS is the 
oldest organized research unit in the UC system and the oldest public policy research center in 
the state.  IGS’s co-directors are Professor Eric Schickler and Associate Professor Cristina 
Mora.   
 
IGS conducts periodic surveys of public opinion in California on matters of politics and public 
policy through its Berkeley IGS Poll. The poll, which is disseminated widely, seeks to provide 
a broad measure of contemporary public opinion, and to generate data for subsequent scholarly 
analysis.  The director of the Berkeley IGS Poll is Mark DiCamillo.  
 
For a copy of the detailed tabulations to this report or a listing of past poll reports issued by 
the poll, please visit https://www.igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll.  




