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String Quartet No. 1 
“MAINFRAME” 

MAINFRAME explores the concept of distorted symmetry and the ways a reflection of previous experience 
can evolve or decay. There are 11 moments, or scenes, that are revisited later having been reconstructed or 
reversed. Because of this, the reoccurances may or may not be recognizable. 

Structurally, the piece is a pre-conceived mosaic of 23 sections (11+1+11) in a reimagined arch form, broken 
into seven movements. Based on an 11-tone/number sequence, the intimate harmonic language is a mixture of 
modality and serialism. The compositional techniques vary from homorhythmic parallelism to contrapuntal 
dialog, from minimalism to modernist complexity, mirroring the simplicity and complexity of human behavior. 
Despite MAINFRAME’s postmodernistic tendency to have a disparate influences side by side, the work is 
grounded in its form, concept, harmonic language, and rhythmic integrity. 

Duration: ca. 13’ 

Sequence: 

The piece is to be played in its complete, seven-movement form, without breaks. Wait about one second 
between movements unless more time is needed for a page turn. One exception is between movements IV 
and V, where it must be played attacca. 

Notes for all instruments: 

- Harmonics: 
• Natural harmonics are notated at sounding pitch with a small zero over the note-head. 
• All artificial harmonics are notated as standard touch-fourth harmonics. 

- Best bowing to be determined by the musician for their instrument unless otherwise specified. 
- Notes without articulation should be played legato, bowing ad lib. 
- “ ” indicates snap pizzicato. 
- All pizzicato is “l.v.” 
- “nat.” indicates a return to natural or ordinary bowing (arco). 
- “thrown” refers to the thrown bow technique, also known as jété. 
- “under bridge” refers to the small section of strings between the bridge and the tailpiece. This applies to 

arco and pizzicato. The specific string on which to bow may be indicated in the score. 
- “palm strike on body” indicates using the palm to create a bass drum-like low percussion sound (only for 

violoncello). The musician can decide how best to do this. 
- “strike strings on fingerboard treble perc.” indicates slapping the strings with the flesh of the fingers over 

the fingerboard to produce a more trebly percussion sound. 
- “flesh of finger _ on bridge” indicates percussive tapping with the fingertips on the bridge over the string 

marked in the instruction (i.e. flesh of finger I on bridge means to lightly tap on bridge approximately over 
string 1 with the index finger). 

- All “x” note-heads indicate non-harmonic notes, noise timbres, or any other notes with an indeterminate or 
unspecified pitch.  

- “+” indicates left hand hammer-on with the finger of the musician’s choice. 
- “ ” on the stem over the “x” note-head indicates playing directly on top of bridge. With arco or tremolo 

bowing, this technique should produce ambient noise. With individual percussive strikes using the bow or 
fingertips, this technique should produce a sharp attack. 

- In bars 170-173 only, the cellist is advised to use a back-up bow in case the “on bridge strike” lightly 
damages the bow.
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