UC Agriculture & Natural Resources
Proceedings of the Vertebrate Pest Conference

Title

Some approaches to controlling depredations by crows and jays in Tulare
County

Permalink

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8wg6816d

Journal
Proceedings of the Vertebrate Pest Conference, 5(5)

ISSN
0507-6773

Author
Simpson, George

Publication Date
1972

eScholarship.org Powered by the California Diqgital Library

University of California


https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8wg6816q
https://escholarship.org
http://www.cdlib.org/




WA e RS BT

pIsFachio and oliye orchards are Increasing in the southern part of the county, creating
an ideal crow habitat. A roost site located in this area would cause tremendous losses to
the nut grower.

ROCSTING CHARACTERISTICS

For some reason.certaln plum and prune orchards are chosen as roost sites during the
summer . Iq the evening, crows congregate by the thousands and literally cover the trees,
breaking limbs and knocking fruit to the ground, causing hundreds of dollars worth of damage.

Summer and Faltl

Summer and fall communal roosts are located in three areas in Tulare County. Growers
nearest the roost sites suffer the most damage. At the break of dawn, crows leave their
roost sites, fanning out to a radius as great as 15 miles. They are lazy travelers and
occasionally swing down to forage and loaf in nut and frult orchards. At times Flocks
leap-frog each other--one flock will stop and permit trailing flocks to pass them during
their journey across country.

The distance and the weather determine how early they start for home at night. If it's
overcast, windy or raining, the crows are anxious to get into cover early., In good weather
it is not uncommon to see crows still coming into the congregating area an hour after sunset.
They congregate in an open area before flying into the roost they plan to use for the night,
Small flocks start arriving in this area about two hours before sundown, until all crows
are in. Then about 20 or 30 crows will leave the congregating area to scout the roost site
for danger before leading the final roost flight. Crows settle down quickly, once in the
roost.

Winter

During November, birds from the northern part of the county leave their summer loca-
tions to establish a new roost near the crows in the Lindsay Area, located in the centra)l
portion of the county. O0live orchards are always used for winter roost sites. fIn December
the combined populations form two roost locations--one containing the northern birds and
the other the Lindsay birds. Sometime during January, the two flocks establish a common
rcost. This roosting habit continues until the nesting season begins in March. Because
crows forage over longer distances during the winter, their return flight is more direct
than in the summer.

CROW NESTING

By March, crows start to nest throughout the county, with the bulk of the nesting
occurring in olive orchards. However, they occasionally nest in walnut orchards and oak
trees in parks or along rivers. Some have been sighted in residential areas. HNests found
in olive trees are from 18 to 25 feet from the ground, while nests in walnut and oak trees
are from 40 to 60 feet above ground. There are 5 olive orchards in which the crows have
chosen to colonize their nesting.

Nest Building

It seems to be characteristic of the crow to build its nest as high as possible.
Walnut and cak trees are dormant in the winter and nests can easily be sited from the
ground. In the evergreen olive trees, nests are built in the dense growth of leaves and
stems. Fashioned out of twigs and lined with grape bark and grasses, the nests are well
hidden from below by foliage. The diameter of 20 nests that were measured range from 10
to 15 inches with an average cup size of 8 x 4 inches.

Observations of Young

Egg laying occurs from early March through early May with the peak occurring in mid-
April. During April some 628 nests were sited, but only 139 nests could be reached and
observed during the season. Shortly after the nests are built, crows start laying from |
to 5 mttled greenish egys. The measurement of 35 eggs averaged 40 by 28 millimeters.
Crows raise one brood of from 1 to 4 young, but seldom manage to raise more than three.
in some nest locations crows live under semicommunal conditions with mutual interest in
defending nest and young. In 1967, during our observations, it was alarming to find out
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