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The Institute of Urban and Regional Development serves the faculty and students of the Berkeley
Campus conducting research into a wide array of policy-relevant questions. Its foci of inquiry are the
processes of urban and regional growth and decline, the consequences that alternative styles of
governance have for patterns of development, and the scientific bases for development policy and
for policy planning.

Toward these ends, current research is directed to the economics of urbanization in the West and
in the Third World; techniques of environmental management; effects of using new energy sources;
emergent patterns of suburbanization and central area reconstruction; evaluation of alternative
modes of transportation; design of effective means for supplying social services; contemporary
issues in housing policy; regulation of urban growth and uses of land; determinants of urban
livability and the factors shaping urban life; and potential improvements in methods of analysis,
evaluation, and planning.

The Institute’s members are drawn from departments throughout the Berkeley Campus, and their
research findings are published in their respective professional journals and in commercially
distributed books. The Institute prints and distributes many of their research papers; a catalog of
publications is available on request.
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