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for classical guitar

Waris	Sukontapatipark

		หมอนลิ	| 	Mor-Nil
(Indigofera)



Program	Notes

Duration: 	ca.	5'00"

“Mor-Nil”	 is	 a	word	 in	 Isan	 language,	 a	dialect	 of	Northeastern	Thailand.	The	word	 literally
means	indigo	dye.	Isan	people	grew	indigo	and	used	it	to	dye	their	clothes.	It	has	become	a	part	of	their
lives	 and	 their	 culture	 for	 a	 very	 long	 time.	 From	 the	 aspect	 of	 their	 musical	 culture,	 there	 is	 an
important	 musical	 instrument	 called	 Phīn,	 a	 three-string	 lute.	 It	 was	 popular	 throughout	 the
Northeastern	Thailand,	usually	played	with	a	singer	or	a	Khaen,	a	folk	woodwind	instrument.	

The	composer	adopted	 the	 tuning	system	from	the	Phīn	 and	applied	 it	 to	 the	classical	guitar.
The	old	technical	idioms	of	the	Phīn	were	acquired	and	combined	with	the	contemporary	techniques	of
classical	guitar,	resulting	in	a	piece	that	evokes	a	similar	atmosphere	as	the	music	that	Isan	people	play
in	the	indigo	field,	but	sounds	more	modern.	

Waris	Sukontapatipark
14	Jan,	2020
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