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RUNNING HEAD: Guide to Searching for World Literature on 

Ethnography of Education

Appendix

Guide to Searching for World Literature on Ethnography of

Education

Kathryn M. Anderson-Levitt

Kathryn Anderson-Levitt is professor emerita of anthropology at the 

University of Michigan–Dearborn and adjunct professor in the Graduate

School of Education and Information Studies at UCLA. She has 

conducted ethnographic research on teachers, reading instruction, and

the flow of educational reform in France, the Republic of Guinea, and 

the United States. She is the author of Teaching cultures: Knowledge 

for teaching first grade in France and the United States (2002) and the 

editor of Local meanings, global schooling: Anthropology and world 

culture theory (2003) and Anthropologies of education: A global guide 

to ethnographic studies of learning and schooling. She has served as a 

President of the Council on Anthropology and Education and as an 

editor of Anthropology and Education Quarterly, and was honored with 
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the Spindler Award for contributions to anthropology and education. 

kandersonlevitt@ucla.edu

 Abstract. This Appendix offers a practical guide for readers who

are inspired to cross borders themselves and explore the rich bodies of

research being carried out in parts of the Americas that are less 

familiar to them. It identifies sources of free access to Latin American 

and some U.S. research, and offers partial solutions to finding full text 

of articles for readers not subscribed to paying repositories. It also 

identifies sources for finding gray literature. 

In this volume, we have encouraged ethnographers and other 

educational researchers to discover and seek to understand the 

research being conducted across the Americas. However, many 

readers may be wondering about a prior step, how to find literature 

published in other regions and often published in languages other than

one’s own. This appendix offers a number of practical tips for cross-

border Internet literature searches. Since ethnographic work is often 

published in monographs or as chapters in edited volumes, this 

appendix includes those forms of publication as well as journal articles 

and will also make reference to repositories for “gray literature” 

(reports, papers, and other documents produced by research 
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organizations, government agencies, and individual authors that are 

not peer-reviewed). In addition, it includes tips on finding reviews of 

the literature and states of the art that may help a reader locate an 

individual study within its larger intellectual context. A table at the end

of the appendix includes Web addresses, current at the time of writing,

of all the resources mentioned. I address my suggestions both to 

scholars based in the United States and to scholars based in Latin 

America, each in turn, in each section.

FINDING JOURNAL ARTICLES THROUGH ONLINE DATABASES

At least until recently, two of the largest indexes of scholarly 

literature in the social sciences have been the Thomson Reuters Web 

of Science, which includes the Social Sciences Citation Index, and 

Elsevier’s Scopus. However, they are available only to individuals who 

pay for a subscription or who have access through a university or other

institution that pays for a subscription. In addition, critics have pointed 

to the bias of these indexes in favor of publications from the United 

States and Britain and in favor of works published in English (Ammon, 

2010; Fischman, Alperin, & Willinsky, 2010). Therefore, I will focus here

primarily on indexes and databases that are available through open 

access and, especially for the sake of U.S.-based readers, will include 

databases and other tools for finding Spanish- and Portuguese-

language literature.
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Wikipedia (2016) has provided a useful, although incomplete, list

of online databases, indicating which are open access. Freely available 

indexes include Google Scholar,1 which is huge and which, according to

Harzing (2013), provides more coverage of the social sciences than 

Scopus and Web of Science and does a somewhat better job with non-

English sources than they do.

To Search for English-Language Journal Articles

While Google Scholar, Scopus, and Web of Science are often cited and 

compared in the literature on search engines and databases, other 

databases will be of interest to educational scholars. One useful source

for scholars in Latin America is JSTOR. The primary purpose of JSTOR 

has been the archiving of historical articles dating to the early 20th 

century and earlier. It is a subscription service and does not allow free 

access to the text of articles, except for articles dating from the 1920s 

and earlier. However, JSTOR does permit free searching of citations 

and access to abstracts without signing in or logging in.

A free resource of importance for English-language educational 

research is the Education Resources Information Center (ERIC). It is 

produced by the U.S. Department of Education and is freely accessible 

online. It indexes peer-reviewed journal articles but also “gray 

literature,” including papers uploaded by authors. The full text of some

papers is available. By clicking “Thesaurus,” researchers can discover 
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ERIC’s taxonomy of keywords and thus come to better understand 

common U.S. research vocabulary.

It has been very difficult to find freely accessible full text of 

journal articles published in the United States and in other English-

speaking countries because most are published in proprietary journals.

However, there is a growing movement toward open-access peer-

reviewed journals such as Education Policy Analysis Archives/Archivos 

Analíticos de Políticas Educativas, which publishes in English, Spanish, 

and Portuguese. The Directory of Open Access Journals, based in 

Sweden, is an online directory that indexes and provides access to 

“high quality, open access, peer-reviewed journals.” It indexes more 

than 450 journals in education in multiple languages.

To Search for Articles from Latin America

In contrast to the English-speaking world, Latin American 

countries have developed large open-access databases and indexes. 

We recommend that readers explore Scientific Electronic Library 

Online (SciELO), which is based in Brazil; Red de Revistas Científicas de

América Latina y el Caribe, España y Portugal (Redalyc), which is based

in Mexico; and Latindex, also based in Mexico. The SciELO Network 

includes Spain, Portugal, and South Africa as well as 13 countries of 

Latin America. Redalyc provides full-text access to hundreds of 
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thousands of articles. Searches can be conducted in English and 

French as well as Spanish and Portuguese.2

Finding Journals and Subscribing to Article Alerts

One way to stay up to date with the literature from other countries is 

to identify a particular journal that publishes articles on topics related 

to your work and then to check the journal Website regularly or, when 

possible, to sign up for an automatic e-mail or table of contents text 

alert to “follow” the journal. English-language journals that publish 

mostly ethnographic work include Anthropology and Education 

Quarterly, Ethnography and Education, and the International Journal of 

Qualitative Studies in Education. However, many general education 

journals and many focused on particular topics occasionally or often 

publish ethnographic work, as demonstrated by the reference lists of 

the chapters in this volume. In addition, several journals publish 

primarily on qualitative research methodologies, such as Qualitative 

Inquiry and Field Methods.

To discover journals in Spanish and Portuguese, readers can 

browse journal titles listed by the journal indexes mentioned above. 

Redalyc lists more than 100 journals within the “Education” collection. 

SciELO permits readers to browse by country or by subject and 

includes education journals among those listed under “Human 

Sciences.”
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Accessing the Full Text of Journal Articles

Again, you will find that it is difficult to gain full-text access to many 

English-language journal articles if you do not belong to an institution 

that pays for access. Individuals may pay per article to download, but 

this is very costly. You may decide that subscribing to a particular 

journal with many relevant articles is more cost-efficient.

It may be a better bargain to join a professional association. For 

example, joining the American Anthropological Association gives the 

new member online access to all 33 of the association’s journals, 

including Anthropology and Education Quarterly, Ethos, American 

Anthropologist, and the Journal of Latin American and Caribbean 

Anthropology. Basic dues for graduate students and professionals 

range from $60 to more than $300 depending on the member’s 

income; all who join must add membership in at least one section 

(interest group) for an additional $10 to $50. Another alternative is to 

join the American Educational Research Association (AERA) for $180 

per year (or $55 for graduate students). Membership in AERA gives 

access to two of the association’s journals.

Another option is to subscribe as an individual to JPASS, which 

gives access to the text of all JSTOR articles, including articles in all 

journals published by AERA and AAA publications. As of this writing, 

AERA members can join JPASS at a reduced rate of $99 per year 
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instead of $199. JSTOR also provides an option of reading (although 

not downloading) up to 78 articles per year without paying.

FINDING BOOKS, BOOK CHAPTERS, AND THESES

As mentioned, ethnographic work is often published in 

monographs or as chapters in edited volumes. Readers may be used to

using Google Books, Google Libros, and/or Google Livros to find books 

and often to preview a book’s pages. Internet Archive provides access 

to the full text of 9 million books that are no longer under copyright.

We also encourage readers to explore WorldCat, which can be 

searched freely to find citations of books. WorldCat (“The World’s 

Largest Library Catalog”) indexes all the books cataloged by the 

16,000 libraries that participate in OCLC, the Online Computer Library 

Center, and it is therefore somewhat more orderly than Google Books. 

WorldCat-participating libraries include 24 institutions in Brazil; six 

Argentine libraries, including the Universidad de Buenos Aires; and 79 

libraries in Mexico, including the Centro de Investigación y de Estudios 

Avanzados del Instituto Politécnico Nacional. WorldCat encourages 

users to share their own bibliographies, and it includes a useful list of 

“related subjects” for each book in the languages of all the libraries 

where the book appears, thus helping readers finding multilingual 

synonyms. When a book is out of copyright, WorldCat provides links to 

the full text—for example, as stored by Internet Archive.
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Another important resource is the freely available online journal 

Education Review / Reseñas Educativas, which publishes reviews of 

recent books in English, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Until recently, book chapters in edited volumes were very 

difficult to find. However, WorldCat, Google Scholar, and JSTOR now 

increasingly index book chapters. WorldCat often provides a book’s 

table of contents. If you have identified a particular book of interest, it 

may also be possible to find a book’s table of contents and a synopsis 

on the publisher’s Website, where you might also find links to the 

book’s reviews or even a free sample chapter.

Dissertations and theses—when a participating university 

catalogs them—are indexed by WorldCat, which may direct you to an 

abstract or a table of contents. WorldCat indexes some Latin American 

dissertations and theses; try using an advanced search, setting 

“Content” to “Thesis/dissertations” and setting “Language” to Spanish 

or Portuguese.

If you have access to ProQuest Dissertations and Theses, a paid 

subscription service, then you can access the full texts of dissertations 

completed in 1997 or later. At this writing, ProQuest is not partnering 

with Latin American universities to index or upload dissertations 

systematically. However, individual authors can sign an agreement to 

upload their dissertations to ProQuest, and Latin American faculty 

members might want to encourage their students systematically to do 
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so. It is apparently possible to establish open access to the text of a 

dissertation indexed by ProQuest if students desire to do so to make 

their work more visible, either by paying a publication fee to ProQuest 

or by depositing the dissertation in a university repository and then 

making the link available via ProQuest.

FINDING GRAY LITERATURE

Again, gray literature is the term for academic publications that 

have not been formally peer-reviewed, such as reports and white 

papers. Gray literature includes reports by the World Bank, UNESCO, 

ministries of education, and nongovernmental organizations as well as 

theses and dissertations and has been an important source within 

comparative and international education. OpenGrey is a database of 

references to gray literature, including educational and social science 

literature, focused on Europe.

U.S.-based gray literature can often be found in repositories, that

is, collections of papers and reports maintained by universities or other

institutions. Examples of institutional repositories include the Stanford 

Graduate School of Education Open Archive and Deep Blue, the 

University of Michigan’s open-access repository. UNESCO’s Global 

Open Access Portal links to many repositories in education and other 

social sciences, including ERIC. The Social Science Research Network, 

which includes an e-journal in anthropology of education, may also 
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merit a search. These repositories index journal articles but also 

provide access to many full-text reports, books, and papers deposited 

by participating scholars.

Similarly, there are important portals for Latin American gray 

literature, including the vast Open Access library of CLACSO, the Latin 

American Council of Social Sciences. CLACSO’s Librería 

Latinoamericana y Caribeña de Ciencias Sociales has also published 

more than 1,000 books, which can be downloaded free as PDFs. For 

additional links to institutional repositories, go to the University of 

Nottingham’s Directory of Open Access Repositories, OpenDOAR, 

which connects to thousands of repositories from every continent.

OTHER WEB SEARCH STRATEGIES

Readers may also find it useful to follow the work of individual 

scholars or scholarly communities on researchers’ personal Websites 

or on researchers’ pages posted on academically oriented social 

media, such as ResearchGate.net and Academia.edu. Links to such 

pages appear when you search for a scholar’s name through Google or

other search engines. Some scholars post early versions of papers that

were later published.

Meanwhile, some readers stay abreast of the literature through 

list servers or tweets sponsored by professional academic 

organizations, such as postings by the Council on Anthropology and 
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Education (a section of the American Anthropological Association), the 

Comparative and International Education Society, the Society for 

Research in Child Development, and the Ethnography and Education 

group (which developed from a network of the European Conference of

Educational Research). Readers may also want to keep track of 

research centers and organizations such as the Programa de 

Antropología y Educación of the Universidad de Buenos Aires, whose 

lively Website includes a regular bulletin of short articles.

Members of free Web-based bibliographic programs such as 

Zotero and Mendeley share “crowd-sourced” reference lists, some of 

them open to the public. As mentioned, WorldCat also encourages 

users to share their own bibliographies.

PUTTING ARTICLES AND BOOKS IN CONTEXT

Importantly, to make sense of the unfamiliar literature found on 

newly discovered Websites, readers may need to find historical 

background knowledge that places particular research questions in 

their larger theoretical and social or historical framework. Often a 

broad review of the literature on the topic or a “state of the art” essay 

is helpful (such as Morales & Southwell, 2014); it may identify different 

theoretical perspectives on the topic or trace the evolution of scholars’ 

ideas over time.
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In the United States, one place to look for such states of the art 

is in the annual publication Review of Research in Education, published

by AERA. Each year’s edition addresses a particular large domain of 

research and includes about a dozen more focused reviews of the 

literature. For example, the 2014 edition (Volume 38) concerned the 

theme “Language Policy, Politics, and Diversity in Education” and 

contained 12 essays on specific topics within the United States and 

internationally. Meanwhile, the quarterly journal Review of Educational

Research, also published by AERA, contains more narrowly focused 

reviews of the literature.

Other good sources for “state of the art” essays are the many 

“handbooks” and “encyclopedias” published by commercial publishers.

For example, The Routledge International Handbook of the Sociology 

of Education (Apple, Ball, & Gandin, 2010) contains 37 overviews of 

topics, such as “‘Spatializing’ the Sociology of Education” by Susan 

Robertson and “Education and Critical Race Theory” by David Gillborn 

and Gloria Ladson-Billings. The Handbook of Qualitative Research in 

Education (Delamont, 2012) includes essays on the anthropology of 

education and linguistic perspectives in qualitative research. Simply 

searching for the keywords education, research, handbook, and 

encyclopedia and your specific topics in WorldCat or Google Books will 

call up useful reference books. Of course, handbooks and 
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encyclopedias tend to be expensive, so the next task is usually to 

search for the desired volume in a nearby library.

Similar sources exist for Latin America—and are in some cases 

easier to access. In Mexico, the Consejo Mexicano de Investigación 

Educativa (COMIE) published a series of edited volumes reviewing 

important research themes over the prior 10 years in 2002 (see 

Consejo Mexicano de Investigación Educativa 2003). An earlier review 

of research in the 1980s was published in 1992. The full text of all 12 

of the 2003 volumes is available free online on the COMIE site. The 

latest series of 17 volumes in the “Colección Estados del 

Conocimiento” (Asociación Nacional de Universidades e Instituciones 

de Educación Superior & COMIE, 2013) is indexed on WorldCat and is 

available at some U.S. libraries.

One source for general orienting information is the set of 

Wikipedia’s “portals” to academic disciplines. For example, 

Portal:Sociology includes a link to the subfield sociology of education. 

This English-language portal has parallels in 14 other languages, 

including Spanish, Portuguese, and French. Other useful portals include

Portal:Psychology, which recently featured an article on educational 

psychology.

One bonus of finding text on the Web is the ability to use Google 

Translate or similar tools to get rough translations of terminology or 

even sections of text. These supports, imperfect as they are, can 
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encourage the researcher with limited ability in another language to 

explore.

Of course, Wikipedia articles are anonymously written and not 

peer-reviewed (although they may be peer-edited), and readers must 

be cautious about interpreting articles that are too one-sided; for 

example, the description of some scholars’ work and its significance 

may have been written by the scholars themselves or by their 

graduate students. Nonetheless, a careful reader can use them as a 

pathway to finding peer-reviewed literature. Careful reading may 

include clicking on the “Talk” tab and “View history” tab to uncover 

prior editing or even controversies surrounding the article. (See, for 

example, the “Talk” tab on the English-language article about 

Bourdieu.)

SUMMARY

The Internet has made it possible to discover scholarship across 

national and linguistic borders, for researchers who are ready to 

explore it. I hope that the tools and strategies noted here make your 

explorations a bit easier and more productive. Strategies will need to 

continue to evolve, and new Websites regularly appear. A better 

approach might be to run blogs on this topic. Perhaps enterprising 

readers will take up that challenge?
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<Insert Table A.1>

Notes

1. Wikipedia said in its May 17, 2015, version that Google Scholar

indexed 160 million documents, but recent versions cite no numbers. 

The same 2015 article labeled Scopus as the world’s largest abstract 

and citation database of peer-reviewed research literature, with 20,500

titles from more than 5,000 publishers.

2. Beyond the Americas, for French-language publications, 

Revues.org provides open access to about 100,000 articles from 

OpenEdition, while CAIRN.info provides its paying subscribers with 

access to about 200,000 articles, book chapters, and e-books in the 

social sciences and humanities. Meanwhile, in spite of rising pressure 

to publish in English, researchers from Asian countries are publishing 

masses of scholarship in their own languages. CiNii is an index of 

Japanese-language articles searchable at least partially in English. The 

Chinese Social Sciences Citation Index and the Korean Citation Index 

are now “integrated” into the Thomson Reuters Web of Science.
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TABLE A.1

Current Web Addresses of Resources, Organizations, and Journals Mentioned

 Resources, Organizations, and Journals Web Address
Web Resources
Academia.edu (scholar-posted papers) https://www.academia.edu/
CAIRN (index of French-language journals) http://www.cairn.info/
Chinese Social Sciences Citation Index http://wokinfo.com/training_support/training/chinese-

science-citation-databas/
CiNii (Japanese Scholarly and Academic 

Information Navigator)

http://ci.nii.ac.jp/en

CLASCO (Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencas 

Sociales/Latin American Social Sciences 

Council)

http://www.clacso.org.ar/ 

(see “Acceso abierto . . .” [“Open access . . .”])

CLASCO’s Librería Latinoamericana y Caribeña de

Ciencias Sociales (Latin American and 

Caribbean Bookstore for the Social Sciences)

http://www.clacso.org.ar/libreria-

latinoamericana/inicio.php

CLASO’s Red de Bibliotecas Virtuales (Network of 

Virtual Libraries)

http://biblioteca.clacso.edu.ar/

Colleción: La Investigación Educativa en México 

1992–2002

http://comie.org.mx/v4/secciones/coleccion
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Deep Blue (University of Michigan repository) https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/
Directory of Open Access Journals https://doaj.org/
Educational Psychology (Wikipedia.org) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_psychology
ERIC (Education Resources Information Center, 

sponsored by the U.S. Department of 

Education)

http://eric.ed.gov/

Global Open Access Portal (UNESCO) http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-

information/portals-and-platforms/goap
Google Books https://books.google.com
Google Libros (in Spanish) https://books.google.es
Google Livros (in Portuguese) https://books.google.com.br
Google Scholar https://scholar.google.com
Internet Archive https://archive.org
JPASS and other options to access JSTOR http://jpass.jstor.org/access-options
JSTOR (digital library with access to older 

articles)

http://www.jstor.org/

Latindex (index of journal articles based in 

Mexico)

http://www.latindex.unam.mx/

Mendeley (free reference manager now owned 

by Elsevier)

https://www.mendeley.com

OpenDOAR (Directory of Open Access 

Repositories)

http://www.opendoar.org/
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OpenEdition (portal to open-access journals and 

books)

https://www.openedition.org/

OpenGrey (portal to grey literature from Europe) http://www.opengrey.eu/
Portail de la sociologie (Wikipedia.fr) https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portail:Sociologie
Portal:Psychology (Wikipedia.org) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Psychology
Portal:Sociology (Wikipedia.org) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Sociology
Portal Soziologie (De.Wikipedia.org) https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Soziologie
ProQuest (portal to dissertations and theses) http://www.proquest.com/
ProQuest, submitting a dissertation for indexing http://www.proquest.com/products-

services/dissertations/submitting-dissertation-
proquest.html

Red de Revistas Científicas de América Latina y 

el Caribe, España y Portugal (Redalyc, index of

journal articles based in Mexico)

http://www.redalyc.org/

ResearchGate.net (scholar-posted papers) http://www.researchgate.net/
Revues.org (open-access journals, mostly in 

French, posted by OpenEdition)

http://www.revues.org

Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO, index 

of journals in Latin America, Portugal, and 

South Africa, based in Brazil)

http://scielo.org/

Scopus (Elsevier’s index of journals) https://www.scopus.com/
Social Science Research Network http://www.ssrn.com/en/
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Society for Research in Child Development 

tweets

https://twitter.com/SRCDtweets

Stanford Graduate School of Education Open 

Archive (an institutional repository)

https://openarchive.stanford.edu

Web of Science (Thomson Reuters index of 

journals)

http://wokinfo.com/

Wikipedia’s “portals” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Contents/Portals
WorldCat (Online Computer Library Center’s 

catalog of world libraries)

http://www.worldcat.org

Zotero (free reference manager) https://www.zotero.org/
Organizations and Institutions
American Anthropological Association http://www.americananthro.org/
American Educational Research Association http://www.aera.net/
Comparative and International Education Society http://www.cies.us/
Council on Anthropology and Education (of the 

American Anthropological Association)

http://cae.americananthro.org/

Departamento de Investigaciones Educativas, 

Centro de Investigaciones Avazados, Instituto 

Politécnico Nacional, Mexico

http://www.die.cinvestav.mx/

Ethnography and Education http://www.ethnographyandeducation.org/
Online Computer Library Center (sponsor of 

WorldCat)

https://www.oclc.org
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Programa de Antropología y Educación, 

Universidad de Buenos Aires

http://antropologia.institutos.filo.uba.ar/antropologia-

y-educacion
Society for Research in Child Development 

tweets

https://twitter.com/SRCDtweets

Journals Mentioned
American Educational Research Journal http://journals.sagepub.com/home/aer
Anthropology and Education Quarterly http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/

(ISSN)1548-1492
Boletín de Antropología y Educación (Universidad

de Buenos Aires)

http://antropologia.institutos.filo.uba.ar/bolet

%C3%ADn-de-antropolog%C3%ADa-y-educaci

%C3%B3n
Educação et Pesquisa (Universidade de São 

Paulo)

http://www.educacaoepesquisa.fe.usp.br/

Education Policy Analysis Archives/Archivos 

Analíticos de Políticas Educativas

http://epaa.asu.edu/

Ethnography and Education http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/reae20/current
Field Methods http://journals.sagepub.com/home/fmx
International Journal of Qualitative Studies in 

Education

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/tqse20/current

Qualitative Inquiry http://journals.sagepub.com/home/qix
Review of Educational Research http://journals.sagepub.com/home/rer
Review of Research in Education http://journals.sagepub.com/home/rre
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Revista Brasiliera de Educação http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?

script=sci_serial&pid=1413-

2478&lng=en&nrm=iso
Revista Mexicana de Investigación Educativa http://www.comie.org.mx/v1/revista/portal.php
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