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Release #2017-07  For Publication: Wednesday, June 7, 2017 
 

Californians’ views of the government’s investigation into Russian 
involvement in last year’s election strongly colored by partisanship.  

Yet, voters of both parties see the appointment of former FBI Director 
Robert Mueller to lead the investigation as a good thing. 

By Mark DiCamillo, Director, Berkeley IGS Poll (o) 510-642-6835 (c) 415-602-5594  

Partisanship strongly colors Californians’ views about the government’s ongoing investigation 
into Russia’s involvement in last year’s presidential election. Among Democrats, large majorities 
see the investigation as very important to the country, disapprove of the firing of James Comey 
as FBI director, and believe his firing was directly tied to the investigation.  Republicans take a 
contrary view, mostly downplaying the importance of the investigation, support Comey’s firing 
and believe his firing had more to do with his mishandling of the probe into Hillary Clinton’s use 
of a private email server during her tenure as U.S. Secretary of State than the Russian 
investigation.   
 
However, there is one aspect of the investigation that Californians of all political stripes can 
agree on -- the appointment of former FBI director Robert Mueller as a special counsel to lead 
the investigation.  Similar majorities of Democrats (58%) and Republicans (59%) view Mueller’s 
appointment as a good thing, while only about one in ten think it is a bad thing. 
 
The poll also found just 28% of the state’s registered voters approving of the job the president 
was doing. Opinions were sharply divided along partisan lines, with just 4% of the state’s 
Democrats rating the President positively and 83% disapproving.  Among state’s Republicans 
three in four (73%) expressed approval of Trump’s performance in office, and 16% 
disapproving. 
 
When asked to assess the job the President is doing in handling the nation’s economy, 35% of 
Californians (35%) approve, while a smaller proportion (25%) approve of his handling of foreign 
policy. 
 
These findings come from the latest Berkeley IGS Poll completed by telephone in May.  The poll 
is housed within IGS’s newly established Jack Citrin Center for Public Opinion Research. 
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Importance of the Russian investigation viewed through a very partisan lens  
When Californians are asked how important they feel the government’s ongoing investigation 
into Russia’s involvement in last year’s presidential election is to the country, opinions are based 
largely on which side of the political aisle a voter sits. 
 
Among Democrats, three in four (75%) believe the investigation is very important to the country, 
while just 4% say it is not important.  By contrast, among Republicans 60% think the 
investigation is not important and just 13% feel it is very important to the country. 
 
Among the overall electorate 47% consider the investigation very important to the country, 22% 
consider the probe somewhat important, and 25% believe the matter is not important. 
 

Table 1 
Importance of the government investigation into Russia’s possible involvement  

in the 2016 presidential election 
  Party Registration 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

 
 

Democrats 

 
 

Republicans 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
 % % % % 
Very important 47 75 13 43 
Somewhat important 22 21 22 25 
Not important 26 4 60 21 
No opinion  5 * 5 11 
* less than ½ of 1%. 

  
Democrats and Republicans view the firing of former FBI director Comey differently 
The President’s decision to fire Comey is also viewed differently by the state’s Democrats and 
Republicans.  Democrats are one-sided in their negative reaction of Comey’s firing disapproving 
79% to 7%.  On the other hand, Republicans approve of the President’s firing of Comey by a 
three-to-one margin (65% to 22%).   
 
Among the overall California electorate, more voters disapprove of the President’s action than 
disapprove two to one, 56% to 28%.   
 

Table 2 
Opinion of President Trump’s firing of FBI Director James Comey 

  Party Registration 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

 
 

Democrats 

 
 

Republicans 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
 % % % % 
Approve 28   7 65 19 
Disapprove 56 79 22 58 
No opinion 16 14 13 23 
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Underlying these opinions are contrasting beliefs about the reasons for Comey’s firing.  Three in 
four Democrats (76%) think Comey was fired primarily because of his investigation into Russian 
involvement in the election, while only 4% feel it had more to do with the way Comey handled 
the probe into Clinton’s use of a private email server during her tenure as U.S. Secretary of State.   
 
Republicans take a very different view, with 57% believing Comey’s firing had more to do with 
the way he handled the Clinton email server situation, and just 14% believing it was mainly due 
to Comey’s probe of Russian involvement in the election. 
 

Table 3 
Voter views of whether Comey’s firing had more to do with the president wanting to slow 

down Comey’s investigation into Russian involvement in the election or his handling of 
Hillary Clinton’s use of her private email server when secretary of state 

  Party Registration 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

 
 

Democrats 

 
 

Republicans 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
 % % % % 
Russia and the election 48 76 14 43 
Clinton’s use of private email server 23  4 57 15 
Both (volunteered)   7   5 7   9 
No opinion 22 15 22 33 
 
 
Voters of both parties see the appointment of former FBI director Mueller to head the 
Russian investigation as a good thing  
Despite Democrats and Republicans contrasting opinions about the importance of the Russian 
investigation, the firing of FBI director Comey and the reasons for it, majorities of Californians 
on both sides of the political aisle are reacting positively to the appointment of former FBI 
director Robert Mueller as a special counsel to lead the investigation.  Fifty-eight percent of the 
state’s Democrats and 59% of Republicans view Mueller’s appointment as a good thing, and 
relatively few (13% of Democrats and 10% of Republicans) are critical of it. 
 
Among the overall electorate, 54% of voters believe Mueller’s appointment is a good thing and 
just 13% view it negatively.  Another 33% have no opinion.   
 

Table 4 
Views of the appointment of former FBI Director Robert Mueller  

to oversee the investigation 
  Party Registration 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

 
 

Democrats 

 
 

Republicans 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
 % % % % 
Good thing 54 58 59 40 
Bad thing 13 13 10 15 
No opinion 33 29 31 45 
 



 
Berkeley IGS Poll #2017-07                                           4  Wednesday, June 7, 2017 
 

Trump approval rating in California at 28% 
The poll, conducted prior to the President’s announcement last week that the U.S. would be 
pulling out of the Paris climate accord, found 28% of the state’s registered voters approving of 
the job the President was doing, while 57% disapproved. 
 
Just 4% of the California Democrats polled approved of Trump in the poll, while 83% 
disapproved.  By contrast, about three in four Republicans (73%) approved of the President’s 
performance, while just 16% disapproved.   
 
Approval ratings of the President varied significantly across different regions of the state, 
ranging from a low of 19% in the San Francisco Bay Area to a high of 42% in the Central 
Valley. Californians of all age, gender, and racial subcategories offered more negative than 
positive assessments of the President in the poll.   
   

Table 5 
Overall job performance rating of President Donald Trump 

(among California registered voters) 
 Approve 

% 
Disapprove 

% 
No opinion 

% 
Total statewide  28 57 15 
Party registration    

Democrats 4 83       13 
Republicans 73 16 11 
No party preference/other 23 53 24 

Area    
Coastal counties 23 61 16 
Inland counties 40 45 15 

Region    
Los Angeles County 20 65 15 
South Coast 30 47 23 
Other Southern California 36 51 13 
Central Valley 42 42 16 
San Francisco Bay Area 19 70 11 
Other Northern California* 23 61 16 

Gender    
Male 31 54 15 
Female 25 59 16 

Age    
18-29 18 66 16 
30-39 26 59 15 
40-49 34 58 8 
50-64 30 53 17 
65 or older 32 50 18 

Race/ethnicity    
White non-Hispanic 37 51 12 
Latino 15 71 14 
African American* 11 81 8 
Asian American 20 45 35 
* small sample base 
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Most Californians critical of the President’s handling of the economy and foreign policy 
When asked to assess the job the President is doing in handling the nation’s economy and its 
foreign policy, majorities also take a negative view.  Just 35% of voters currently say they 
approve of the President’s handling of the nation’s economy, while an even smaller proportion 
(25%) say this with regard to his stewardship of the nation’s foreign policy.  
 
Very few California Democrats offer a positive assessment of the job Trump is doing in both 
areas, with only about one in ten of the state’s Democrats approving of his handling of these 
matters.  Republicans offer a much more positive assessment, with majorities approving of the 
President’s performance in both areas, particularly his handling of the economy (87% approval). 
 
 

Table 6 
Job performance of President Trump in handling the nation’s economy and foreign policy 

  Party Registration 
 Total 

registered 
voters 

 
 

Democrats 

 
 

Republicans 

No party 
preference/ 

other 
 % % % % 
Handling the nation’s 
economy 

    

Approve 35 12 87 34 
Disapprove 51 76 4 45 
No opinion 14 12 9 21 
     

Handling the nation’s 
foreign policy 

    

Approve 25    9 68 20 
Disapprove 58 77 16 58 
No opinion 17 14 16 22 
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About the Survey 
The findings in this report come from a telephone survey completed May 4-29, 2017 by the Institute of 
Governmental Studies, at the University of California, Berkeley among 1,628 California adults, of whom 1,271 
reported being registered to vote.  To capture the diversity of the California adult population, the survey was 
administered in six languages and dialects – English, Spanish, Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese and Korean, 
depending on the preference of the respondent. The overall sample was divided into random subsamples when 
administering a number of the questions included in this report.  
 
All interviews were administered by professionally trained and supervised interviewers calling from Davis 
Research’s central location call center in Calabasas (Los Angeles County), California.  The survey was administered 
with voters either on their cell and landline telephone using a dual frame random digit dial cell and landline 
sampling methodology.  In this survey over 85% of the interviews completed were conducted with residents on their 
cell phone.  Up to six attempts were made to reach, screen and interview each randomly selected adult on different 
days and times of day during the interviewing period. After the completion of interviewing, the sample was 
weighted to align it to known demographic, regional and political parameters of the state's adult population. 

Sampling error estimates applicable to the results of any probability-based survey depend on sample size and the 
percentage distributions being examined. The maximum sampling error for results from the overall registered voter 
sample is +/- 2.7 percentage points at the 95% confidence level, while findings from thee random subsamples have a 
sampling error of +/- 5.5 percentage points.  The results from the poll’s subsamples, as well as those of subgroups of 
the registered voter population, would be subject to larger margins of sampling error.  

Questions Asked                                                                                                                                                             
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President? 

Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling the nation’s economy? * 
 
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the job President Trump is doing in handling of the nation’s foreign 
policy? * 
 
How important do you feel the government investigation into Russia’s possible involvement in the 2016 presidential 
election is to this country – very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important? ** 
 
Do you think the recent appointment of former FBI Director Robert Mueller as special counsel to oversee the 
investigation is a good thing or bad thing? ** 
 
Earlier this month President Trump fired FBI Director James Comey.  Do you approve or disapprove of the 
President’s decision to fire FBI Director Comey? ** 
 
Do you think President Trump firing of Comey had more to do with the President wanting to slow down Comey’s 
investigation into possible Russia involvement in the 2016 presidential election, or the way Comey handled 
information about Hillary Clinton’s use of her private email server? ** 
 
* questions asked of a random subsample of voters interviewed May 4-16, 2017 
** questions asked of a random subsample of voters interviewed May 16-29, 2017 

 
 

About the Institute of Governmental Studies 
The Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS) is an interdisciplinary organized research unit that pursues a 
vigorous program of research, education, publication and public service.  A component of the University of 
California (UC) system’s flagship Berkeley campus, it is the oldest organized research unit in the UC system 
and the oldest public policy research center in the state.  The Berkeley IGS Poll is housed within IGS’s newly 
established Jack Citrin Center for Public Opinion Research.  For a complete listing of all poll stories issued 
by the Berkeley IGS Poll, go to https://igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll. 




