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with Electronics
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New Mexico:
For Electric Bass, Overdrive/Distortion Pedal, Delay Pedal, & Fixed Media
Duration: approx. 5'15"

New Mexico started as an instrumental rock song from one of my previous bands in the late 2000s/
early 2010s. I wrote this bass part as a strummed bassline, while my bandmates added guitars, drums,
and percussion. After we disbanded, I sat on this bass part for about six years before I decided I wanted
to revise it and make it into a new piece. I decided to make the piece a sort of etude with meter shifts and
a polyrhythmic section added. Along with this, I decided to incorporate electronics for the first time into
my music. The electronics came from double bass samples from a sample library run through different
effects plug-ins with automated variances assigned to each effect. The effects were then layered upon each
other to give a constant ambient background to the live bass. The title New Mexico was named by our
vocalist in the band, one of my older brothers, because when we performed the piece, it reminded him of
driving through pitch black deserts in the middle of the night.
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Gabriel Almazan
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