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TAKING THE HIGH ROAD: TREETOP BRIDGES FOR ARBOREAL ANIMALS
(FORMERLY TITLED, WALKING AT HEIGHT)

Hans Bekker (Phone: +31 15 2518470, Email: h.j.bekker@dww.rws.minvenw.nl), Program Manager, 
Infrastructure Environmental Affairs, Road and Hydraulic Engineering Institute, Directorate-
general of Public Works and Water Management, Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water 
Management, P.O. Box 5044, 2600 GA Delft, The Netherlands

Abstract

The major impact of habitat fragmentation results from the barrier effect caused by the construction and use of linear 
infrastructure of transportation systems. Habitat fragmentation can be described as the splitting of natural habitats 
and ecosystems into smaller and more isolated patches. Habitat fragmentation is recognized as one of the most impor-
tant global threats to the conservation of biological diversity. 

Fauna passages are constructed to minimize the negative effects of habitat fragmentation. However, there are only 
some vague ideas about measures for tree-living mammals (excluding bats). Some anecdotal stories, collected by this 
author from the international network and from discussion with interested people, helped to develop some thoughts 
for the design and construction of tree-bridges. There is some information about measures for squirrels, dormice, 
monkeys, possums, and pine marten. These species, for which such measures could be fruitful, are sometimes very 
common and well known by the public: e.g., squirrels; and sometimes rare and only known by specialists and biologists: 
e.g., several obscure possums.

This presentation offered some current examples and results of tree-bridges and sought input from the broader audi-
ence on ideas for additional measures. 
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the European project COST 341: Habitat Fragmentation due to Transport Infrastructure. He is program leader for the Dutch Long Term 
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