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le palais de merveille

Speckled and radiant, the butterfly’s naked wings
bear it upwards, a flash of orange and azure,
striving for leat and vivid flower

in this garden, jilted and unkempt

foggy hues of beauty and decay

dance in shadows cast on weed-strewn crackéd stones
with gentle mosses emerging.

The thrush’s wings lightly caress wild, fantastic vines

it flits and flutters towards the ancient fountain

filled with rain, its sips surveyed

by a marble Jupiter, frozen in revelry, smiling, but chipped
always gay, eroding but not fading

his laurel crown a resting place for tired wings

I am alone here, but am not alone.

I close my eyes and feel your presence everywhere,

in the breeze that gently dances on my skin and

in my nostrils, the perfuméd smells of antique roses

in the sound of the thrush’s call, and the chaotic, wondrous
order of the butterfly’s patterned figure

in Jupiter’s smile, a smile

that in its perseverance causes me to smile.

I' lay down, my eyes clasped shut,

breathing the intoxicating elixir of feeling,

of rapture and dolor alike, which inhabits the flowers, leaves, and boughs,
and filters through the crackéd stones

and as dusk falls, I awaken.
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thomas erik nielsen (b. 1995)
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