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AARON SPOTTS

City Electric

2018

for two b-flat clarinets
and bass clarinet

(Transposing Score)



For Patrick Englert, fack Liang, and Jeremy Ruth
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Program Note

City Electric, commissioned by the Ambassador Trio, drew much of its inspiration from two sources. First,
at the outset of writing the piece, I spent a good portion of time audiating (or daydreaming) clarinet music. My
favorite ideas formed what was essentially a "bucket list" that I resolved to include in the piece. These ideas
became the seeds for the main material of the composition. The second influence came from advice my
composition teacher once gave me: that I not rely so heavily on typical, prefabricated formal structures, but be
more free and dynamic with the overall shaping of my music. The title and movement names stem from my
impression of the music's character, and are also intended to enhance the listener’s experience and connection
with it.

Performance Notes

Within individual measures, accidentals apply to all following notes in the same register (unless, of course,
they are subsequently modified by new accidentals). Courtesy natural-accidentals appear in the measure
immediately following to indicate to the performer that the previous accidentals no longer apply. If relevant,
these may include notes at different octave placements.

Special care has been taken in attempts to optimize the reading of linear intervals. However, in some
circumstances, augmented or diminished intervals seemed unavoidable considering the context; in other
circumstances, less common accidentals (i.e. C-flat) were applied in preference over augmented or diminished
intervals. Accidentals in parentheses are used in potentially complicated harmonic settings to clarify the pitch.

In the second movement, the pointed fermatas are intended to add approximately half the durational value
of the rest over which they appear. The musical effect should be that of hesitation or brief suspension. Regular
fermatas should approximately double the rhythmic value to which they are applied.

In the second movement, the sextuplet and triplet thirty-second notes in the bass clarinet should be
performed at their approximate notated rhythmic speed. However, the performer may slightly fluxuate the
speed according to their choice of phrasing and musical interpretation.

In the third movement, a "z" added to a note's stem indicates that the performer should add a swelling, then
diminishing, vocal pitch (in addition to the written clarinet pitch) at an interval that produces multiphonic
beating. The desired effect is a somewhat fuzzy or growling pitch, without completely obscuring the clarinet's
written pitch. (Programatically, this may translate to an electric buzz.) The pitch, and other specifics of the
vocalization, are left to the discretion of the performer. Near the end of the movement, dashed hairpins above
the staff indicate the relative volume of the performer's voice (overriding the previous general application of a
crescendo-decrescendo volume envelope).






Transposing Score |

I. Busy Intersection, Signals Dark

N

Copyright © 2018 Aaron Spotts. All rights reserved.

J=c. 144
s | = 3
Clarinet 1 . —o_p © o — |
o) @ = ¥ - b >
» =0 o0 I
| | >
. I I -
Clarinet 2 gﬁ ﬁ _‘ﬁ‘! > =
o,V ¥ @ _///
f#\#:- >
e I"\
Bass Clarinet 3 N P < = h
f P
5
” A — r— >
)7 A - N ‘ | 11
(rs—T —= $ — . T — .
ANIVJ | ] ~ )
J ffe & o ° (b e
T P g
A
[a |
)7 A N N |
fos—7 —= $—+% —% fr———th
o +—H - ) Y} - # F o h # o - ——_—
= v T - -, - i o @ 5 U
[ — . [ @
. Sl S
P S
Q —~ >
‘C_Vk" ——n TR A— = - < IF
~ Y — — I
e v/ f
9 g
- S A :
(~—= i — —u - Po— 3 —o 1)
o I > - ' #, —° -
4 - - -
p \/ #-‘ J—
[a L —
_A’\ E — r= 7 = y 3
- . pe — s i
) > = =
= ho p—
v
V4
[a \
Il(l /\() Po ig o ¥ - y 3 o K I h o
'\M | 1 ‘A ‘A 1 1) Ih‘ 1
ANIVJ | \ ‘ \' b‘ IJ L
2O l ~*19 \;:V/ bo




k

sub. p

™)

19

=
sub. f

TS
y/

|
T
—

sub. mp

0
N——

o’ A b

SNS——

>

13

i

p

sub. f
Jp

L ¥

L 4

sub. p sub. f

\l"

21
/)

&
_.\/

~Ne b




het be &V

g

T

Y 4
—

;

' b

EF-a-E

[1e [Te T

- ar.N 111
S \I_ %ﬂv ~t |

» i) N I
RN L ]

~ 1LY &

[
Fle o LY p

m y ~e g

s 1) A e i

= = =)
1_“ N N
™ I.Mﬂ O H >unﬂl
ul: '
B -
A
b [TT9
%A A |
A 1L ) ) 7%
»
| O\ i
7 x _‘ ~ 4
MY MY

4

#;: #;

o

\*

>
be

\J

L

\\_/

p

> ;: #_.:

“ b

a tempo

§

9 I\ A
.& A i | ™ i)
L I :

M N A
N A Ly .
L "R . % < A
b . \ 3 x)
= » e
_OJ ° X EL
. o 7]
3 S|
N T> ~t g
¥
aNC DNE NG @
C e wF, S I e




vy

y

Lt LE
/ - _ov
} 179
152 m e
2
i ~4 |4ﬂ.
3 ; L)
| )
Era \
o |
N O
N N !Mﬂv rm
|| I ®-A

i

~Ne)

L. 2PN

(L .nn.ﬁv m: ||.fv
™~ ™~ i) m
N.‘ L&/ -mw> ~t
I3 T
F.‘ T A IW/v>f ~t %
N ™ _T>M
-
,'HY AHW/ L)
I E v
cxay) H% \
Ny i e
5
i

o T%
~e
™~
LA~
Pl
=
H F_c »
pi= =
™ -
M
= = ol 4
Q|
=
P I
XX 7 L
B
™ ]
-
| [ ™~
N g
E I £
- S | S ~e
llnhHl*

ﬁ'\/
mp

~Ne)




v

”3

=3

———
1
I

TP
T —

-

b

T -
ohe ¥

43
V af
Fan

s
>

b

\/\/

o

-

p)

—K
e

¢
>

-

")

Y

]
_ @

SN—

Y s

]

N N
N
eSS
! i
| L
e |
2
// IMl ~t
) by
} L) ~
|
N
v \ 1
/ \ |Mﬂ ~t
/ Ol Y=\
XN V HE.N
ik
il .
T
e
T
[® 1 ~t
a
L@u DN, 2




I

¥
Ihe-*

#
7
@
!
g-e
~—
|
1L
~
2
|
!
N
¥
¢

Rc3 wﬂ .J _ L .v --G
NP} %mw\ ﬁuum- :unnv

N
1)

™y Wil Lo ql T | N [l

D=

L
17 1

N

g

N—

—

N

L

_ _ ® ug ] _,'HV \ 1
» i A . e ~ .

cresc. poco a poco

‘\-/l

cresc. poco a poco

14
T

—

cresc. poco a poco
1
v bﬁ
Y
1 |
~
N~
P
|
—
¢
[
| ey
| I
1
| 2)
174

be-

b

1

/i

e

1)

—
V

1]

%

T E——
ool

#

II; ~t 4~ P
. i 3~ e
Gl @U L i

e
xx

| e

I_3_I
i
|
o
v_/

[ 7.0}




Al

by

| @

>

&

N b_._

>

b

4

U —"">

Zo

o

gt

m

—
rf cf

#;: —

>

Fey

ie

7 U
1

1

-@-

SN

_&i .

oo

bo 5"

i

&

1\

be ~—

>

b

\*

e




>
£
o

LY

[y

5

ST Fer® T

|

A4

o

& =3

#;: v

ke

—
e T

g
>

§

V
[ 7 an )
A3V
~e)

b

A
.RH.'
A
A
n
N
_ )
Al <N
Y
I Y==
N ® )
L
& .

fo & e

»

X




tohe

Ho g

1

—

Vi

4 I B

it

.‘.

§

~4 >
=
gss . .
o/ AWl XY
1 N
o |
'yl ;-J A N “
A ™
<
Pim A
Y A X
S |
.AH.‘ A N | |
-
A |
NeH _xx |
L1 ] N
N | o ..“._.
Y N
~t l. _ XXt
Ip Y
A u
'.I XX
N
b i
o A i
© DN I nﬁ\u % 9
o IO © T N

et

[ .. Y
ANV




10

82
’

e

%

be b;:h;

o dhole

_J
i)
==
N il
L= =
)
)
™
1L N
LN
Wn s
v v
SIS ]
\I> f
H.'. \“W. Ny
- e T
N
)
MV
e
1)
: : L
SN e N

i _4>ﬁ

,:_1>ﬁ

e A

¥ fe
_//

v 4e 4o

b
S

¢4 &
SN—




II. Light Drowns the Night Sky

11

J=c. 46
1 espressivo
’ e — p—
[Q ] |
I) —] ’\_/
n Lmp
espressivo
- ¥ . :
oJ 4 . re .
p \_/
espressivo
_—
@ = Y — ;
‘A oy | 1 v
~e) [ 4 ~N— ® F‘v
p
4
- A —_—
A ! . i
" — = =
b - - —
| —
f)
A . — .
5 : = 17 Yo
.‘- —_— —_—t L —
B » » |z o EdE: o § v g
— ~— \_/
£ [ ; A \. ;
5 | = — |
‘- 1 | I‘»,\‘ - 1 |
(3 S S R i




12

T
L poco f

P S 4

7
i}

) Ju.i
i) 18
.u At
\ o
] 13
i) .w
I\
D W ™
pooin M
5.5 1)
9 o uﬂww

»rp

2 111
%
Y ™ ™
2
¢/ m ~4 ~
: IS
e
] A-M
¢ .3 )
1.3
i
] L
s
A s/ e
. Ty
NS 5. ICI
L
)
( 1%
SN0 NI S

™
T L amN
N
N A M
o N M H |
Baa
~t A e 'd
E NN
g
k¢ _ &
Ao ~t e 'd
~t e 'd
A y <2 A ~e
Q ~t ~t
'. ™~ ™
ID —
* in ™
o DNE € N6
A\ /4




13

I\' I

e

|§3§|

-

e

d
\,_Wm
: il
| | Q a
1. |-
< <
] J / v
i .
™ ™
AO _IA ~t _IA
o9 mwd hunmwd d \\v

——3—

-

>

'###h

S—

-

FEL

>

h;h

o

4

@

 *hy

D
~NeJ

rpp-pp

21

1y
e
Iy
5 i 1
1 11
N [N RIRP » T
L | RN
ﬁ\ ﬁ L) n
ﬁ e
o [ /&
™ ﬁ -
Y
$
90 X
)
i)
™
Xl
|
I_W |
LN
o _vv \:__I_Wv
9 N N




1

14

>

%

)

- h;i

*  h

N Ly

SN—
b
N———"
<

AW

™

H

D o a4

~

12Y
14
71
L Ft

(7]

i

’

—

lq_‘l_

1\

"

)]
mf < f>mp p——mp=p

mf < f>mp p——mp—p
mf < f>mp p———mp—p

o

b

p

&

/

s
~——

J———p
'y
f:>p

D

3
3

bo b;:b'c

>

molto espressivo

N

molto espressivo
molto espressivo

b 1

p
o
p

b

b




15

b dR
UL
ih ﬁq
: AMV
N .novv
fi
L)
.'
= K
¢ TN
A». ] [N /-hm-
.An.f
L N~ ~ol
& ) .
s
e
B
B
B
»
v m.. Tv il
SN DNER AN
AN r 4

p

»rp

mp

31

i}

Y-

v

R o bo = h;: b;:b _

33

sub. ppp

2]
|

sub. p
f T
sub. p

sub. p

—

h
|




16

P
g0

»

H".

sub. p

sub. p

ho—e

sub. ppp

f.dd

sub. p

-
—
sub. ppp

B

sub. p

~—
sub. ppp

T

sub. p

bl

b e

//
11

//
17

/]
1

pa




17

III. Flicker and Surge
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