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City	Electric

(Transposing	Score)

for	two	b-flat	clarinets
and	bass	clarinet

AARON	SPOTTS

2018



For	Patrick	Englert,	Jack	Liang,	and	Jeremy	Ruth



					Within	individual	measures,	accidentals	apply	to	all	following	notes	in	the	same	register	(unless,	of	course,
they	are	subsequently	modified	by	new	accidentals).	Courtesy	natural-accidentals	appear	in	the	measure
immediately	following	to	indicate	to	the	performer	that	the	previous	accidentals	no	longer	apply.	If	relevant,
these	may	include	notes	at	different	octave	placements.
	

					Special	care	has	been	taken	in	attempts	to	optimize	the	reading	of	linear	intervals.	However,	in	some
circumstances,	augmented	or	diminished	intervals	seemed	unavoidable	considering	the	context;	in	other
circumstances,	less	common	accidentals	(i.e.	C-flat)	were	applied	in	preference	over	augmented	or	diminished
intervals.	Accidentals	in	parentheses	are	used	in	potentially	complicated	harmonic	settings	to	clarify	the	pitch.
	

					In	the	second	movement,	the	pointed	fermatas	are	intended	to	add	approximately	half	the	durational	value
of	the	rest	over	which	they	appear.	The	musical	effect	should	be	that	of	hesitation	or	brief	suspension.	Regular
fermatas	should	approximately	double	the	rhythmic	value	to	which	they	are	applied.
	

					In	the	second	movement,	the	sextuplet	and	triplet	thirty-second	notes	in	the	bass	clarinet	should	be
performed	at	their	approximate	notated	rhythmic	speed.	However,	the	performer	may	slightly	fluxuate	the
speed	according	to	their	choice	of	phrasing	and	musical	interpretation.
	

					In	the	third	movement,	a	"z"	added	to	a	note's	stem	indicates	that	the	performer	should	add	a	swelling,	then
diminishing,	vocal	pitch	(in	addition	to	the	written	clarinet	pitch)	at	an	interval	that	produces	multiphonic
beating.	The	desired	effect	is	a	somewhat	fuzzy	or	growling	pitch,	without	completely	obscuring	the	clarinet's
written	pitch.	(Programatically,	this	may	translate	to	an	electric	buzz.)	The	pitch,	and	other	specifics	of	the
vocalization,	are	left	to	the	discretion	of	the	performer.	Near	the	end	of	the	movement,	dashed	hairpins	above
the	staff	indicate	the	relative	volume	of	the	performer's	voice	(overriding	the	previous	general	application	of	a
crescendo-decrescendo	volume	envelope).

I. Busy	Intersection,	Signals	Dark
II. Light	Drowns	the	Night	Sky
III. Flicker	and	Surge

Duration: 	ca.	9	min.

					City	Electric,	commissioned	by	the	Ambassador	Trio,	drew	much	of	its	inspiration	from	two	sources.	First,
at	the	outset	of	writing	the	piece,	I	spent	a	good	portion	of	time	audiating	(or	daydreaming)	clarinet	music.	My
favorite	ideas	formed	what	was	essentially	a	"bucket	list"	that	I	resolved	to	include	in	the	piece.	These	ideas
became	the	seeds	for	the	main	material	of	the	composition.	The	second	influence	came	from	advice	my
composition	teacher	once	gave	me: 	that	I	not	rely	so	heavily	on	typical,	prefabricated	formal	structures,	but	be
more	free	and	dynamic	with	the	overall	shaping	of	my	music.	The	title	and	movement	names	stem	from	my
impression	of	the	music's	character,	and	are	also	intended	to	enhance	the	listener’s	experience	and	connection
with	it.
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