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DISTEND (2020)
JOSHUA MALLARD

ca. 6'30"

SAXOPHONE QUARTET

PROGRAM NOTES:

To distend is to swell or cause to swell by pressure from inside.

Distend begins using a set of small melodic intervals and entirely homogeneous textures. The work
progresses with the widening of these intervals and the gradual emphasis of harsher textures. This
is accomplished through a system of weighted probabilities that moderates the expansion of the
intervals and the introduction of more articulations. The result is a range that swells from the
expansion intervals in each individual part, as well as a gradient of blended textures to something
more contentious.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

When placed above a series of pitches, one should )
gradually transition to an airy tone

~
This note-head indicates that one should play with &

an airy tone that still has some pitch

Notes marked with three tremolos are played as

flutter tongue

Notes marked with this symbol are played as a slap

N |+ M

tongue articulation

Diamond note-heads indicates a harmonic. These

| K%

are played without changing the fingering of the

solid note-head, but instead by changing the

embouchure.
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