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Farras No.2 para Orquestra 
Premiered 6 December 2014, Santo André Municipal Symphony Orchestra (OSSA),Abel Rocha, Conductor. 
 
In a world increasingly engulfed in chaos - political, economic, social, and sonorous... - to represent our 
celebrations in a symphonic piece was a challenging compositional and philosophical exercise. The seriousness 
and the importance of the act of celebrating crashed constantly with its reasons and merits, as my musical foray 
into festive imaginary expanded to other arts in search of parameters, direction, and meaning. It was not simply 
to try to portray festivities - after all music is a constituent part, fundamentally integral of these rituals and it 
would be almost like composing meta-music! - but to reflect, musically, on such an important and 
representative universe. Worldwide, festivities provide an extremely peculiar picture of the people, their 
different cultures, traditions and realities, as well as the curious ways by which they are portrayed. Portrayed 
- a key word here because this was the way I got to the paintings that helped me to give life to this song: 
woodcuts, "cordelistas" from the Pernambuco country side, Impressionist figures in nineteenth-century Paris, 
ancient Greek paintings ... From the religious nature to the parties by themselves, they all had in common a 
peculiar energy, magic, hard to explain - it was as if those figures had life on their own and their story little by 
little turned into sounds, into shapes, into music. The journey was really a spree and the music, which resulted 
from it, has as the backbone this movement of approach and transformation among the arts, between musical 
and visual discourses and their different ways of representing, translating and recreating. 
"Farras No.2" is a symphonic poem of ca. 20 min., part of a series in progress, in which I try to explore the 
intense connection we have with the act of celebrating. Despite the strong allusion to the fun, the theme is as 
serious as its power of cultural representation, and gives space to deeper reflections; they were the origin of 
the three main themes, which transform themselves and dialogue throughout the piece through a true orchestral 
celebration: all instruments are soloists and discourse from introspection and delicacy to debauchery, to clatter, 
to revelry, evoking the rich imagery that inspired (and informed ) this musical creation. 

Felipe Senna 
December 2014 
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