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U n d e i s t a n d i n g th e T h e o i y o f  M i n d 

Changsi n Le e 
P A C C S,  Departmen t  o f  Philosoph y 

Binghamto n Universit y (SUNY ) 
Binghamton ,  N Y 1390 2 

chang@tur ing.paccs.b inghamton.ed u 

Our  commo n understandin g o f  people' s action s i n term s o f 
menta l  stat e concept s ha s ofte n bee n referre d t o a s 'th e 
theor y o f  mind' ,  o r  'folk-psychology' ,  i n cognitiv e science , 
psycholog y an d philosophy .  Man y philosopher s an d 
psychologist s furthe r  argu e tha t  suc h knowledg e constitute s 
a theory ,  no t  fundamentall y differen t  fro m genuin e scientifi c 
theones .  I n tiiis  paper ,  I  first  analyz e tw o version s o f  th e 
Theor y o f  Min d hypothesis .  O n th e on e hand ,  w e hav e th e 
stron g Theor y o f  Min d hypothesis ,  advocate d b y Fodo r 
(1987 )  an d Baron-Cohe n (1995 )  vih o propos e th e innatenes s 
and th e modularit y thesis .  O n th e othe r  hand ,  w e hav e th e 
moderat e Theor y o f  Min d hypothesi s b y Wellma n (1990 ) 
and Peme r  (1991 )  wii o endors e th e cultura l  universalit y an d 
th e domai n specificit y o f  th e Theor y o f  Mind .  I  argu e tha t 
bot h version s o f  th e Theor y o f  Min d hypothesi s inadequatel y 
tr y t o explai n th e meanin g o f  menta l  expression s b y reducin g 
i t  t o som e interna l  structure s o r  processes .  I  propos e instea d 
tha t  th e meanin g o f  menta l  expression s i s i n th e tripartit e 
relatio n betwee n th e agent ,  th e linguisti c symbol s an d th e 
environment .  I  presen t  som e evidenc e fo r  th e dynami c 
interaction s o f  th e thre e element s i n th e ontogeneti c 
linguisti c developmen t  o f  childre n an d i n th e diachroni c 
change s o f  a  language . 
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