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LOCAL PROGRAM OF BIRD DAMAGE CONTROL IN SALINAS VALLEY

DAVID R. LITTLE, Chairman, Bird Control Committee, Monterey County Grape Growers Association, P.0O. Box
1010, Gonzales, California 93926

On behalf of the Monterey County Grape Growers Association, | wish to thank you for
inviting us here and giving us a chance to tell the world, so to speak, about our local
program of bird control: how we got there, where we are, and where we want to go.

First, let me give you a little history of the grape industry in our county.

In the early 1960's, Mirassou, Paul Masson, and Wente Bros. began to establish a large
part of their premium varietal wine grapes in and around the two towns of Soledad and
Greenfield, approximately 40 miles inland from Monterey. They brought with them their
highly developed expertise in grape growing along with new innovations including overhead
sprinkler irrigation. 1 need only mention the high calibre personnel they brought with
them, who understood these new methods of farming and put them to economical use. Vhere,
only weeks and months before, cattle were grazing or produce was being harvested, there
were now rows of new grape vines planted with the combined knowledge of many previous
generations.

Their vines grew and flourished in this almst perfect climate. What the winter rains
did not give to the vine, they added through their modern irrigation systems. What nutrients
were lacking, they applied through the most modern methods available. Many problems which
were encountered were solved by organizing and cooperating with resource agencies to develop
practical solutions.

Then, 1970-1974 brought the grape planting boom in Monterey County. Large and small
companies as well as private individuals discovered what Drs. Amerine and Winkler of the
University of California at Davis, Paul Masson, Mirassou, and Wente Bros. had known for
years--that the Salinas Valley in Monterey County contained the combination of climate,
soil, and water conditions necessary for the production of premium varietal wine grapes.

These new arrivals brought with them their expertise, high calibre personnel, and
modern methods of farming. They all had one goal--to profitably produce premium varietal
wine.

The acreage jumped from 2,000 acres to over 37,000 acres in approximately 4 years.

These growers all knew what the value of a dollar was. To contrel this dollar, they
incorporated the most modern methods of computer cost accounting, enabling them to control
every cent which was spent on every acre. Their methods of farming incorporated the use
of fast, modern equipment which could cover vast acreages in 1/2 the time of only a decade
before. In short, every method was utilized to decrease the cost of growing grapes and
still produce a quality wine.

Starlings and linnets were a recognized economical problem to only the few growers who
already had producing vines in the county. We newcomers were so busy in development that
we failed to recognize this danger until August, 1974, at which time a few of us noticed
some large flocks of blackbirds flying through the vineyards. After closer inspection, we
finally connected the shriveled cluster and naked stems to these two culprits. A quick
check with established growers revealed that they had been encountering this problem for a
few years but felt that they were keeping their head above water, that is until their new
neighbors’ vines came into production. They had realistically thought that with all the
new acreage, these pests would disperse over a large area and become less bothersome.

As it seems to have turned out, the more acreage, the more birds. The growers not
only brought modern farming methods but birds as well.

After talking to most local growers, it was decided that if this problem was on the
increase, we should see our county Agricultural Commissioner and ask him to please solve
our problem. Commissioner Nutter was very receptive to our request but stated that as the
county had only 2 starling traps at the time, he doubted if they could realistically do
us much good.
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